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Are you a ‘smart’ home cinema enthusiast? By which 
we mean, do you want your AV products to connect to 
the Net and to each other? We help you answer that 
question in this issue, with reviews of the latest smart 
TVs from Samsung and Panasonic, plus a bumper roundup of 

smart Blu-ray players starting on page 75. 



The other great debate in the AV world is over 3D, and on page 
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34 we try to settle once and for all the question of whether 

active or passive systems deliver better performance. 

This issue’s third controversy revolves around copyright. 

iscs to a 
' :i. .,orbehind 

k « « ^ 

Find out on page 281 

And if you’re exhausted by these debates, you can simply enjoy 
our in-depth reviews of the latest screens, speakers, projectors, 
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systems and players. Home Cinema Choice - where fact times 

importance equals newsl 
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TEAM 



Chris Jenkins: 
Industry veteran Chris 
remembers when movies 
came on stone tablets 



Mark Crave n: 

HCCs Deputy Editor is as 
passionate about AV gear as 
he is about Jason Statham 



Anton van Seek: 

Anton's love of cinema 
makes him the fount of alt 

movie knowledge 



recycle 


James Waldron: 
Taki ng on 0 u r tech test i ng 
calls on James'in-depth 
audio engineering skills 



Jill Lubetkin: 

Jill's magazine skills mean 
that even the techiest 
articles make perfect sense 



John Rook: 

Art Editor John was here 
when amps were all silver 

the first lime around 
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BULLETIN 

The place for hot products, trends 
and technology. Starts... 

08 Five jive 

Jamo's affordable new 5,0 speaker system 



09 Sim2’s secret weapon 



flash 3D technology 




The future of multi-platfornn digital content 

11 On a wing and a prayer 

Can Priest bring salvation to 3D Blu-ray? 

1230 projectors and more 

Our pick of the hottest kit on show at this 
year’s Home Technology Event 

15 Point of View 

Home cinema is the new 'holiday essential' 

16 DVD Addict 

yyarner Home Video's widescreen woes 

ISTech diary 

Your guide to the month ahead 


FEATURES 

In-depth interviews and special 
reports. Starts... pl8 

18 Demo screen 

Enjoy some fun with guns courtesy of 
Shoot 'Em Up on Blu-ray 

^243D Fight club 

With leading AV manufacturers backing 
rival 3D technologies, which is best for you? 

34 Raise the rafters 

We visit a luxury cinema room that started 
life as an oddly-shaped roof space 

38 Certified: AV-hoiic! 

Another HCC reader shares his AV setup 

82 Finishing touches! 

We round up the Latest AV accessories 


TECH LABS 

Our guarantee to yuu: 

Equipment reviewed in Home Cinema 
Choice is measured and quanrtified by 

Future Tech Labs, which for more than 

15 years has set the standard for 
independent AV test & measurement. 
The findings of the Tech Labs are used 
to underp in t he sub] ect ive op in ions of o or 
Reviews team, ensuring that you receive 

the best possible advice when it comes 

to planning your next purchase 
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Silver service 


Marantz’s 



’s SR7005 AYR 


aims to offer both style and substance 



CO-STARRING 


We audition a quartet of 
cutting-edge Blu-ray players 
that offers much more than 

just hi-def movie play hack... 

Panasonic DMP-BDT310 
Philips BDP-7600 
Samsung BD-D7500 
Sony BDP-S480 





Adam Rayner: 

The UK's forernost expert in 
extreme audio writes about 

bass, hi'fi and cartoons 



the bosinesi 

Richard Stevenson; 




Editor of UK CE trade 

iournal CRT 



Steve May: 

HCrs former EditorHn- 
Chief is one of the UK's 
most respected AV journos 



John Archer: 

most experienced 
TV tester cut his teeth as an 

earty HCC staffer 



Martin Pipe: 



Martin co-developed HCCs 

Tech Lab operation 



Adrian J ustins: 

Made his name as the editor 
ofVV?TafV)'deO(&TVand 
What Home Cinema 
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HCC% software experts cast a critical 
eye over the latest DVD and Blu-ray 
titles. Starts... p85 
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Subscribe! 

Save money on 
the world’s best 

AV mag and get 
a pair of Acoustic 

Energy Bluetooth 
stereo speakers 







REVIEWS 

With a focus on performance, these 
are in-depth tests you can trust... p41 
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Affordable 51in plasma with active 3D 
playback and Smart TV features 


"co 


lST 

DRY 

-- -1 


46 


mcTX-P42ST30L^ 


COVER 

STORY 


Entry-level 42in 3D plasma with 
VieraConnect online portal 


'01 i DBP-20121 



48 . 

What it lacks in features, this £750 Btu-ray 
spinner makes up for in AV performance 

52TannoyArena Highline i 

5.1 sub/sat package styled to match your 
flatscreen TV 



SBInFocus 

Proof that you can get a high-quality 

hi-def projector for only £800! 

60 MagnatQuantun 



German in-car audio specialist hits the 
right notes with this surround system 


64Samsung UE40D 





30 


Formidable 40in LED 3DTV marries 
designer looks with advanced net features 

66P£..':CiS: 'HieSC-BT'' ;.S 

Slimline Biu-ray system that offers great 

picture and sound but is lacking in smarts 
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No-compromise cylindrical subwoofer 
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Uftro 

RAID-equipped digital media storage tank 


69 X 

3DG 
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3D spex designed to work with most TVs 

70 BirfJ'io Air Stedon 

'VLAE-.'iG300N 

Do-it-ali Ethernet converter 
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3D BD-spinnerat a bargain price 


72 
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Biu-ray player packed with network features 




COVER 



PLUS... 

95 Feedback 

For tech queries or plain old moaning, 
there’s no better venue 

98 How we test 

Inside the ffCC Tech Lab 

101 Select 

Your essential guide to the UK’s best 
AV gear. Peruse then choose! 

114 Next Issue 

We foLlow a Di Y cinema build from 

empty garage to movie palace 
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"Asus' latest 01 Play HD2 media player is ore of the 
most versatile around, stuffed with connectivity and 

features. It performs well, plays everything without 




-WWW. 




invites yu 


j^OlPLAY YOU 


HD Medio and 


pen 



a 


entertainment possibilities 


OIPLAY HD2, the world's first USB 3.0 HD media streaming device delivering instant and uninterrupted HDMI 1080p HD video 
content anywhere in your home. The HD2 is fully supported by the DLNA {Digital Living Network Alliance) and in addition 

to this highly useful certification the OIPLAY HD2 supports a wide range of image, audio and video files providing seamless 
enjoyment. Plus exclusive support for using your iPhone as a remote control, and by installing an internal hard drive you can 

turn the HD2 into a fully functional NAS Box with itunes. Samba and otherserver capabilities. 


amazon-cauk -1 dabs • conn 



Release: StoreMags & FantaMag 
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As every enthusiast knows, the AV receiver 
is the beating heart of your home cinema 
system - which makes it vital that you choose 
one that delivers the goods. Marantz's £850 
SR6006 looks likely to fit the bill, serving 
up a claimed 7x HOW of power, seven 
3D-compatible HDMi vl.4 inputs and two 
outputs, and Airplay functionality. Other 
features include 1080p upscaling of analogue 
and digital video, an iPod-compatible USB 
input, internet radio access and plenty of other 
network features for those looking to make it 
the cornerstone of their ‘connected home’. 

It’s available in black and silver finishes. 
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Jams S426HC3 -» www.bbgjeu.com 


Shopping around for nnultichannel audio 
solutions on a tight budget doesn’t always 
mean going down the dinky satellites route. 
Danish audio specialist Jamo’s latest 5.0 
speaker package features a pair of S426 
floorstanders, with dual 5.5in woofers 
partnered to a lin soft dome tweeter. 
Completing the package are a pair of compact 
S420 surrounds (with twin 3.Sin woofers and 
a 0.75in tweeter) and the slimline 5420 centre 
(single 3.5in woofer, 0.75in tweeter). Priced at 
just £300, you should have enough cash left 
to find a suitable subwoofer (like Jamo’s new 
SUB 260 - see p12) to go with it. 
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Smooth operator 

Panasonic's 65in3D 
monitor joins the 85, 
103andl52in 
stereoscopic mod els 

in its professional 

plasira range, Shipping in September 
(price TBA), theTH-65VX300E is 
equipped with high-speed drive tech 
for smoother gradation and extremely 
detailed 3D video. An integrated 
‘professional quality engine’, is claimed 
to ‘double the colour reproduction 
compared to conventional models’ The 
monitor offers numerous customisable 
features including Colour Gamut. RGB 
placement, five gamma curve options 
and white balance settings, 
www.panaso n ic.net/pro p lasma 


Shortened wait 

German AV 
brand Loewe 
has now 
introduced 
its full HD 3D-compliant Blu-ray 
player, the BluTech Vision 3D to 
accompany its Individual Compose 3D 
range of TVs. 

Priced around £765 and available 
in a choice of chrome silver or 
aluminium black finishes, this stylish 
Profile 2.0 disc-spinner claims fast 
boot and loading times and packs 
feat uresincludinglOSOpu psca ling, 
HDMi vl.4 connectivity, Dolby TrueHD 
and DTS-HD MA compatibility, and 
Loewe Digital Link HD functionality. 
www.loewe-uk,com 


Vocal boost 

Following positive 
customer reaction to 
its upgraded PBli 
Signature 
loudspeakers, PMC 
has revealed that it has decided to give 
its hand-crafted OBli speaker similar 
treatrrent. Co-founder Peter Thomas 
has reworked the crossover of the OBli 

to ramp up the detail and transparency 

of the mid vocal range from the Bin 
soft-dome driver, working alongside a 
PMC/SEAS developed lin tweeter and 
G,7in bass driver. Priced around £5,000 
per pair, the OBli Signature speaker 
features a Rose Palissandre veneer and 
comes with a certificate of authenticity. 
WWW, p mc-spea kers.com 





SI M2 reveals secret weapon 

Triple flash tech holds the key to perfect active shutter performance 


When SIM2’s multimedia managing director, 
Alan Roser challenged HCC - at a sneak peak 
of the company's new 3D projector - with, 

■i don't care how hard you try, you will never 

see crosstalk on this product’, we focused 
our full attention on the subsequent 3D 
demonstrations in the hope of proving him 
wrong. The fact that we were unable to do 



Alan Foser, MD Multimedia 
Claims to have eliminated 
crosstalk on 3D projectors 


72Hz per eye. This means you 
are able to have better motion 
It means you are going to give 
the viewer less of what we call parallax errors 


SO shows that Roser has every right to feel proud or phasing errors, so it's more comfortable on 


of the tech powering the company’s Install- 
friendly £30,000 Lumis 3D-S. 

This isn’t SIM2's first foray into the world of 3D 
consumer projectors, having previously offered a 
double-stacked passive projector system. But as 
Roser freely admits, while the industry reception 
was overwhelmingly positive, from a consumer 
point of view, it's not a realistic thing to put in the 
home, so we needed a single-chassis projector 

solution to do that'. 


[. /i n h 
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The big difference between 5IM2’s new PJ and 
those of other brands is the inclusion of triple 

flash' technology to overcome the flicker and 
ghosting issues often associated with active 
shutter technology. Roser explains: ‘other 
technologies are limited by refresh rates up to 
120Hz. giving them two options - refreshing each 
eye twice at a rate of 96Hz. which can lead 
to flicker, or operating at 120Hz, which 
causes problems with motion 
judder. Triple flash means that 
we present 3D at 
144Hz. So 
instead of 3D 
Blu- ray 
content 
being at 
4eHz per 
eye, it’s 


the eye’. 

Couple this with the enhanced brightness 
offered by the Lumis 3D-S’s three-chip DLP 
technology, and its no wonder that the projector 

sailed through three notoriously tricky 3D Blu-ray 
demo scenes (two from Tangled and Tron Legacy’s 
Light Cycle pursuit) with flying colours - even in 
a space as hampered by ambient light leakage 
at a booth on the floor of the Home Technology 
Event 2011 trade show. 

Catching up with Roser after the demo, 

HCC asked whether or not he believed there 
was still a place for a 2D-only, high-end projector. 
'No. Not at all', was his immediate reply, 'I think 
that when you get to a certain amount of money 
you will want 3D, whether you like it or not.’ 

But what about those people who have yet to 
be won over by stereoscopy? ’Not everyone gets 
3D at present' claims Roser, but I don’t think the 
film industry is doing itself any favours, ignoring 

the quality of the films themselves, some 

are too dim and some of the post 

conversion is quite 

poor on 

others,' 



High 

fly 

Promises 
stable 3D 

images 



Team HCC reveals 
its Playback picks 
of the last month 



The sd-f i adventure where the 
CGI monsters are more convincing 
than the actors. CJ 



This smart US remake uses 
Russell Crowe's every man talents 

well and looks great in HD. MC 


I 

The late Fifties 
series introduced 
Sam and Darren. 
Canned laughter 
was still irritating 
back then. JL 




I’ve been revisiting the original 
series. Cheesy, yes, but better 
than I remembered. 7W 



I’ve watched this stunning US 
import disc repeatedly. A great 


hi-def release of one of the best 
films ever made.Avfl 
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10 SMART TV HITS HOME AT ROVI CONFERENCE 


TEUFEL 


JAMO SUB 




Team HCC reveals its 
thoughts about the 
future of physical media 

Alison Graham of 
the Radio Times 
bemoans the fact 
that TV viewers no 
longer share 

'watercooler moments', talking 
about last night's programmes; 
now. there's always someone 

who has recorded the show for 
later viewing and doesn’t want 
to hear 'spoilers'. Get used to It, 
Alison: Smart TV and the 
Internet are conspiring to bring 
us the content we want, when 
we want it, not at the whims of 
broadcasters. I can't remember 
the last time i watched a TV 
show as it was being broadcast 
- except for The Mentalist, of 

course. CJ 

There's no avoiding 
‘Smart’ AV 

products any more 
- but is this what 

home cinema hedz 
really want? My experience is 
mixed.! love the integration of 
YouTube on my BD player, but 
gave up using Twitter on my TV 
after one go - it’s quicker to use 
my mobile. 

I also think there’s an issue of 
d uplication. Buyers of a n ew TV 

and BlU'ray player are likely to be 
paying twice for the same Smart 
functions. Who needs LOVEFiLM 
access on two devices sitting 
next to each other? With that in 

mind. I'd like to see a choice of 
'Dumb' high-performance 
products, too, MC 



Smart TV changes everything 

Rovi predicts the future of multi-platform digital content 


Smart TV Is changing the entertainment 
landscape forever, says Rovi. The media content 
giant (it provides listings‘metadata’for 
companies such as Samsung) sponsored 
an exclusive London conference in June, and 
HCC was there to pick up all the news. 

Samsung’s Head of Content Services, Dan 



Dan SaunderK, Samsung: 

Apps are not a numbers 
game, they are essentials 


about the way music content 

could be customised for the 
viewer, and Jean-Pierre Fumtgalli 


Sau nders, said that the perception that connected of online ad specialist Smartc ii p explai ned that 


TV services such as Samsung's Smart Hub are 

only available on premium-priced products is 
inaccurate. For the platforms to work we have to 
achieve a critical mass,’ he explained. ‘Samsung 
sells 33 per cent of f iatpanel TVs across Europe, 
and 75 per cent of these are connected,' 

Rovi’s Chief Evangelist, Richard Builwinkle, said 
that the number of connectable sets that are used 
online is up to 50 per cent and continues to grow. 
Rovi ascribes this to the wider use of wi-fi 
connection and upgradeable operating systems, 
'It'S not a game about having 300,000 apps 
available on a TV as you have on a smartphone,’ 


the longer viewing times of TV compared to PC 

users gave advertisers an opportunity to 
customise ads according to viewer data. 


Ma.k ing vjdeo pav 

But the toughest nut to crack remains how to 

deliver movie and television entertainment via 

Smart TV and make it pay, particularly with the 
prospect of ‘TV anywhere’, where the user expects 
to be able to view content on any device. Richard 
Builwinkle put it this way: 'Looking at Apple's 
iCloud, it's like a $25-per-year amnesty for anyone 
who ever stole music. But video always had better 


said Saunders, It’s about having the essential apps content protection, and it’s crucial they find a way 


to attract content and users, There are over 500 
apps available for Samsung Smart TVs, 
but to work well for each territory there 
are 70 or so, localised by language and 
content.' Applications such as Twitter 
appeal mainly to a younger audience, 
while for families, the essential use of 
Smart TV is for content searching. 

'Smart TV enables you to search for 
content through multiple platforms: the internet, 
media servers, portable devices among them 
use viewer preference and favourites’ algorithms,’ 

said Saunders. 

So the future of Smart TV could well depend 
on the apps developed for it, but these won't ail 
necessarily be for viewing movie or TV content. 
Clive Gardiner of online music service We7 talked 


to make money. The industry won't trade physical 

dollars for internet pennies.' 


Clever: We7 music streaming 
(left) and Samsung Smart TV 




Teufel’s 



Jamo goes low 


Boston audio party 



Twentieth Century 

Fox has taken the 
comic book franchise 
back to basics with 
this year'sJf-Men.' 
First Class. Directed by Matthew 'Kick 
Ass’ Vaughn, the film returns the 

mutant heroes to their Cold War origins 
as it explores the early friendship 
between present day rivals ProfessorX 
and Magneto, While there's been no 
official announcement yet,HCC has 
used its mutant powers to look into the 
future and can confirm that Fox will be 
bringing the film to DVD and Biu-ray in 
the UK on October 31 with no less than 
14 minutes of deleted scenes as well! 
www.fox.co.uk 



Teufel has introduced 
an affordable new 
home cinema speaker 
system, the Columa 
200. Priced around 
£480. the system is comprised of four 
column speakers and an identically 

configured centre speaker featuring two 
2.75in mid-range drivers and a 0.75in 
fabric dome tweeter. The 150W active 


subwoofer houses a lOin Klippel- 
optimised bass driver. The brand claims 
that the 5.1-channei package has been 
developed for use in rooms up to 30m^ 
and proves that huge subwoofers and 
wall-mounted speakers are not 
always necessary', 
w ww teuf elaud i oco. uk 


UK distributor BBG 
has announced the 
availability of the 
£300 SUB 260- 
Jamo's latest woofer. 
Available in a choice of dark apple or 
black ash finishes, the 26OW unit comes 
equipped with a long-throw 8in driver 
housed in a slotted-port cabinet. 
According to BBG, the driver uses 
a very rigid cone to 'allow high excursion 
with low distortion', while the large 

motor structure features a ventilated 
pole-piece to eliminate unwanted 
mechanical damping and air-pressure 
from the syste m - wh ich shoe id ail 
make it sound better, 
www.bbgeu.com 


Boston Acoustics 
continues its pursuit 
of what it calls 
'advanced TV 
enhancement 
systems' with the release of its TVee 
Model 30 slimline soundbarand 
matching wi-fi subwoofer. 

Promising'the next step in the 
evpiution of the sound bar concept’, 
the £450 system doesn't just deliver 
room-filling virtual 3,1-channel 
surround sound for TV. movie and 
gaming content but it also sports a 
dedicated Music Mode and wireless 
streaming via Bluetooth from PC 
and Smartphone, 
www.bostona.eu 
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Priest 3DSony Pictures Home Entertainment •» All Region Blu-ray 


Anyone looking for a dose of no-nonsense popcorn 
thrills this Autumn should check out the post- 


apocalyptic vamps 


vicars epic, Pr/est, which 


released on 3D Blu-ray on September 5. The latest flick 
from 5FX whiz, Scott Charles Stewart, is ready to rock 
your viewing room with a 5.1 DTS-HD Master Audio mix 
and MVC-encoded stereoscopic visuals. Paul Bettany, 
Karl Urban, Maggie Q and Brad ‘Voice of Chucky’ 

Dourif top the scenery-chewing cast list. 

No word on extra features yet from 
distributor Sony Pictures. 


Release: StoreMags & FantaMag 
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BITE-SIZE NEWS 



HCCs guide to what's 
happening in the world 
of TV and films... 

Battle of names 

The long-gG stating prequel to 
Frank Miller’s 300 has had a 
name change forced on it, Rather 
than Xewes (the name Miller's 
comic will be using), the studio 
has opted for the much more 
straight-to-DVD sounding 
300: Battle of Artemisia instead. 

Heroes set to return 



Sci-fi superhero Green Lantern 
may have struggled to overcome 

negative reviews and audience 
antipathy at the US box office, 
but that's not stopping Warner 
Bros, from pressing ahead with 
a sequel. Meanwhile, Marvel 
Studios has announced July 26, 
2013 release date for the sequel 
to the comic book hit Thor 
- although Kenneth Branagh 
will not be returning to direct. 

Knights who say no 

us cable company Starz is citing 

'significant production 
challenges’ as the reason why it’s 
opted not to move forward with 
a second season of Came/of. We 
think that all of the bad reviews 
might also have played a part. 



Have you used a 
'room EQ' system 
to improve the sound 
of your setup? 

Yes - 63% 

* No - 37% 



from wwwiiOnriecinernachoice.cDm 
Go OnUne fOf mar? polling acl iari 



Big screen demos and home automation dominate UK expo 



CEDIA crowds: Installers were there to pick 
up new tips and tricks from industry players 


li 


.« 






showcasing its Prodigy line-up (pictured above), 
which aims to provide affordable, simplified home 

and entertainment control for those looking to 


Regardless of arty concerns people might 
harbour given the current economic climate, 
the Pro install and smart home industry was out 
in force at London ExCeL for this year’s CEDIA 
Home Technology Event trade show. 

This annual exhibition mixes training seminars 
with a hall floor that's packed with hardware, 
and services, from AV brands big and small. 
Naturally, HCC was in attendance - and came 
away convinced that the custom install industry 
is taking 3D very seriously, 

Bigscreen thrills certainly weren’t in short 
supply, with Sony. JVC and SIM2 ait showcasing 
their 3D projectors in purpose-built demo rooms. 
First impressions of Sony's VPL-HW30ES 
projector - from demos using the 
3D Blu-ray release of Avatar 
and the stereoscopic 
PS 3 game Motorstorm 

Apocalypse - were 
favourable. Images were 
unbiighted by distracting 
ghosting, and packed 
plenty of depth 

and clarity-it’s dear 

that this sub £3K PJ provides Sony with more 
ammunition in its battle with JVC. and will 
deliver plenty of 3D bang for your bucks. 

The same can't necessarily be said 

of Panasonic's 152in 3D plasma behemoth, which 
was making its first appearance at the CEDIA 
event. While theTH-152UX certainly dazzled 
with its image quality and has set a new record 
for the world’s largest 3D plasma display, it's hard 
not to think that most buyers would probably be 
better off using a projector for home cinema on 


taking their first steps into the smart home world, 
thanks to the fact it doesn’t require expensive 
installation. It is, however, scaieable.and can 
be expanded into a full Crestron system. 

Meanwhile, newcomer Came UK was 
introducing itself to the Cl industry. Having made 
its name in what a spokesman described as 'gate 
automation, that sort of thing', the company has 
now acquired an Italian OEM company and is 

moving into home automation with a range of 

touch panel screens (available in four sizes 


this scale - especially as Panasonic’s display has 
a price tag of £550,000. 


W - 


I.J J 






Away from the 3D demos (see page 9 for more 
on SIM2's Lumis3D-S), home and system 
automation featured heavily. Here, 
industry leader Crestron was 


New Sony: The VPL- 

3D projector 
made its UK bov/ 
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Totichp6iiel 
of aci-fi, cire 


^ the preserve 
nels of today 


between 6.4 and 12.1in) and its impressive looking 
modular Hei (Home evolution idea) device 
communication protocol. In a canny move sure 
to endear it to prospective users, the company is 
also promising to have an iPad control app for the 
system available via iTunes by September. 
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Elsewhere on the show floor 
Scandinavian brand Primare’s 
Long-rumoured BD32 Blu-ray 
player finally surfaced. 

This 3D-compatibie high-end 
disc-spinner offers playback of SACD 
and DVD-Audio, audiophile components. 


and is expected to finaiiy hit retail in August 
priced upwards of £3,000. 

Perhaps even more eye-catching were the 
NEOD (New Era of Device) mirror TVs. Created 
in Italy, the range employs what it calls 'a 
masterstroke of design innovation', which places 
a Loewe display behind a mirror-like glass surface, 
so that when it’s turned off it becomes reflective 
like a mirror. Prices for these designer pad icons 
start at around £4,500. 
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This month's top 


10 news stories in handy, bite-sized chunks.. 


1 Blade 

runners 

Speaker 

specialist KEF 
is celebrating its 50th 
anniversary in style 
this month with the 
release of its £20,000 
KEF Blade speakers] 

Available in gloss 
white, black and a 
host of wacky custom 
colours, the Blade 

uses Single Apparent 

Source technology, 
which ‘forms a seamless point source driver 
array handling the entire frequency range’. 
Sounds pretty nifty- 


entertainment brand. As much as 40 per cent of 
activity on the Xbox 360 is related to non-game 

entertainment, according to the company 
Corporate vice president Frank Shaw, claims 
that the console sees an average of 30 hours of 
‘video consumption' per month, although these 
figures probably relate only to North America, 
and are primarily indicative of use of the Netflix 
movie downloading service. 

3 D PJ on the way 

it's been 18 months since we last saw 
a new projector from Panasonic, but the 
company has confirmed that it wiiL be 
launching a replacement for the PT-AE4000 
later this year. Dubbed the PT-AT5000, details 
are currently thin on the ground, but a Panasonic 

suit told us that the latest 3D model 'has been 

developed in collaboration with Panasonic AVC 
Networks’ Emotive Technology Development 


Samsung Galaxy S II, the free app works by 
displaying the content from the TV on the mobile 
device’s screen over a home's wi-fi network. 

Simultaneously other users could be watching TV, 
a movie from their Biu-ray player or content from 
their camcorder. 

Film studio plans re-brand 

In a move to cement its standing as 

Europe’s largest film studio and 
consolidate its various European affiliates, 
StudioCanal (owner of the third largest film library 
in the world) has announced that from 
1 September, it will be re-branding British 
distributor Optimum Releasing and German 
affiliate Kinowelt with its own moniker. 

3D VoD gets a global grip 

Samsung has announced that its 3D 

video-on-demand service notched up 
a pretty impressive one-million content 

views in just three months. 
According to the 
manufacturer, this means 
that 3D VOD content is 
accessed an average of 
10,000 times a day by 
worldwide users of the 

brand's smart tvs. 

Globe treater 

As consumers wait 
for a manufacturer 

to take the lead with 

OLED TVs, Mitsubishi is still 
exploring other possibilities for the technology 
over in Japan. To celebrate the Tokyo Science 
Museum’s 10th anniversary, the company created 

a 6m OLED globe (covered by 10,000 96x96mm 
OLED panels) that displays a composite image 
of Earth recorded by weather satellites. 

Look mum, no glasses! 

Panasonic marketing manager Andrew 
Denham believes that the company's first 
glasses-free 3D displays will be on the 
market 'within five years’. Speaking at Intellect's 
Consumer Electronics 2011 show, he added, ‘it's 
getting better. But we won't solve it with lenticular 
displays [as used by Toshiba]... You can’t get there 
without hurting the 2D experience at the moment.’ 

Power greedy 3D 

Transformers: Dark of the Moon 
director Michael Bay spent the 
run up to the release of his 3D 




Esteemed Sony 

Despite a tough start to the year, 
after the much- 
publicised hacking 
of its PlayStation Network, 

Sony still ranks as the ‘most 
valued’ brand in Asia, 
beating Samsung, LG, 

Panasonic and Canon, 

according to the results of 

a survey by market research 
firm, TNS. 




Xbox 
strategy 

Microsoft plans to 

reposition Xbox as a more general 









Centre and Panasonic Hollywood Laboratory 
engineers, who have taken key roles in meeting 
industry standards for 3D,' 


Smarter app 

Samsung has launched a Smart View 
app that enables users to share content 
between their Samsung Smart TV and 
mobile devices. Currently available for the 






blockbuster appealing to cinema owners not to 

spoil the experience 
for viewers. Bay 
claims that cinemas 
are dimming the 3D 
projector bulbs to 
make them last longer 

and save money, 

' the 3D effect. 


Web chat 


Panasonic's plans for a 
‘connected future’ have 



on the HCC website... 

Wrong direction 



1 am seriously laughing at ail of 
these hardware manufacturers 
creating their own clouds. Has no 

one been paying attention to the 
PSN fiasco? Running such things 
takes a lot of competency that 
Panasonic doesn't have (as Sony 
didn't have). These guys should 
start pressurising Google and 

Microsoft to create a new unified 
white-label platform with 
branded environments.' 

Bandwidth limit 

Internet TV is all well and good 
when you have excellent 
uncapped bandwidth on usage. 

I have BT broadband and there is 
a monthly limit on data of 10GB. 
Fine if you’re downloading 
movies or emails, but I'm not 
going to get too many HD movies 
or shows out of that. Considering 
I also have an Xbox 360, which 
(if I want to download a demo) 
will clock up just over 1GB each 
time. How the hell am I going to 
be able to watch online HD 
movies, let alone 3D HD movies 
without hitting my lOGB cap in 
about three days?’ 

You're having a laugh 

‘At present, if you live in a town 
and have access to cable, you're 
okay. If you have to rely on copper 
(as I do) and the exchange is 

more than a couple of miles 
away, this is just not going to 
work. And our government want 

to ensure that every household 
has at least 2MB broadband 
when other countries are roiling 
out 500MB or in some places 
uptolGBl' 

Cloud cuckoo land 

1 agree, Panasonic should stop 
dreaming about the future and 
concentrate on getting this year's 
models working properly, I'm 
looking at Sony for my next TV. 
They can't do the black level, 
but at least they work and have 
proper frame creation software.’ 
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is working on his 

epigrammatic wit, 
but after several 
bottles of beer he 
tends to forget 
how to be an 
Edwardian gerrt 



T'am not a man for the cheap seats. Like 
Oscar Wilde, 1 have the simplest of tastes. 

.-'-I am always satisfied with the best'. But, just 
last month, 1 decided to assemble an ultra budget 
AV system for a very unique event. Ten of us vvere 
heading for a camp site inside the Le Mans motor 
racing circuit for the 24-hour race. 1 saw the 
opportunity for f ull-phat movies and gaming. 

The home cinema room was to be a large 

gazebo and power duties were Limited to a 
compact 800W petrol generator. Clearly this 
excluded high current megawatt amps. Moreover, 
as gazebos are not known for their security, 1 didn't 
want to bring along any expensive review kit, lest 

manufacturers knock me off their Christmas card 
list for losing their gear. 

The gazebo's large white side panels were 
begging for a projector, and their inherent ability 
to be locked in the boot of a car when not in use 

ticked all the boxes, i braced for high second-hand 
values on eBay, but not so. Amazingly enough, 

1 found a mint condition Hitachi 720p home 
cinema projector with only 700hours on the 
lamp and won the auction at just £175. Bargain! 

Happy HDMI meal 

It was also rather wallet-warming to discover that 
AVRs without HDMI inputs change hands for the 
price of a meal out for two. 1 connect the source to 

the projector directly via the video connection and 

secured an old but gold Sony 5x1 OOW Dolby 
Digital receiver for audio duties for just £50. 

Speakers took a little more head scratching. 
They needed to be compact, so they could be 
fixed to the gazebo's upright poles, yet potent 
enough to drown out the noise of the race and 
the 69,990 drunk and noisy Brits camping in the 
same field. I acquired a second-hand Acoustic 
Energy Aego T-5ystem for £200, complete with 
sub and finished in room-matching white. 

My aging PlayStation 3 was called In to duty 


as source for Biu-rays and games, and could 
likewise go in the boot between sessions. Having 
spent just over £400 all-in for an AVR, speakers 
and big screen display, I wasn’t exactly expecting 

performance miracles. Still, the 3-tonne trailer 

full of beer would probably dampen my reviewing 
senses anyway. 

Deep in France, in the half light of dusk and 
with the projector’s menu screen filling the full 

4m width of the gazebo wail panel, I could see 
we were going to have a bit of bother. The panel 
wasn’t hanging flat and its glossy plastic surface 
was causing serious bright patches. My slightly 
intoxicated assistants duly stretched and 
gaffer-taped it between the uprights, as I set up 
the sound system with ever diminishing hopes 
of success. The drumming of rain on the plastic 
sheet roof added to the background cacophony 
of howling race cars, hundreds of over-worked 

generators and slurred mass-acapeila versions 

of My Way and Whole Lotta Rosie. It was hard to 
imagine how any location could be worse for 
home cinema! 

Four hours later, 1 was having the most fun 
I have had with an AV system for decades' The 
amp and speakers went plenty loud, the sub 
sounded fine even as its twin drivers hit the 
limiters for hours on end and the darkness meant 
the bright patches on the screen were not a major 
issue. Playing big-screen Gran Tourismo 5 racing 
around the Le Mans circuit while at the Le Mans 
circuit with cars racing around us. was an utterly 
sublime experience, shared with the best of 
friends, laughing and revelling till sun-up. 

Like Oscar, 'I can resist everything but 
temptation', yet 1 have learned to adore simple 
pleasures. All I need now is to get arrested for 
indecent behaviour and my homage to Wilde 
will be complete 

What's yotjf \fiew about cinema under canvas or outdoors? 

Let vs know by e-malting hcc @fvturenet.com 


ItLUSTHATSOW: RV TEKURA MAEVA 
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So much for Blu-ray preserving a filmmaker s vision. The Seek is appalled 
to find that the wrong aspect ratio is the ruination of many a movie even now 


T 


?his month I find myself discussing a subject 
I would have thought had been put to bed 
years ago - aspect ratios. Strangely, even 


in the day and 


of true film enthusiast formats 


like Blu-ray. studios are still releasing films that are 
not presented in the aspect ratio the director 
intended for them. 


it's now 25 years since CIC Video made history 
with its widescreen VHS release of Jesus Chr/sf 
Superstar, and 21 years since 20th Century Fox 
followed with widescreen versions of Alien, 

Die Hard and the original Star lYars trilogy. From 

that point on the market seemed to explode and 

by the mid-‘90s the majority of new releases were 
being offered in both widescreen and fullscreen 
VHS variants, Doing this enabled the studios to 
charge a premium to see the film as it was meant 

to be seen, while pandering to the mass-market 

who simply didn’t want black bars on their TVs. 

The arrival of DVD in 1997, along with 16:9 TVs 
and digital movie channels, quic kly led to a major 
change in the perception of and availability of 
films in widescreen. But, while the majority of 
movies released on the format were presented 
in their original aspect ratio, every now and again 
a film would turn up cropped in a visually 
compromised 4:3 format, 

The past five years have seen AV enthusiasts 
shift their gaze from DVD to Blu-ray, a format 
that was actively promoted by hardware 
manufacturers and studios alike as one that 
preserved 'the director's artistic vision’, presenting 
films as they were meant to be seen. And yet if 
you head over to our review of Warner Home 
Video's Blu-ray release of ironclad on p89 you'll 
see that the original 2.35:1 cinematography has 
been clumsily hacked down to 16:9 for the disc. 

This isn't the first time that the UK arm of 
Warner Home Video has done something like this. 


either. The company originally had John 
Carpenter's latest chiller The Ward scheduled for 
a DVD and Blu-ray release on May 16, but when 
review copies were sent out a month prior to that, 

1 immediately spotted that the film was presented 
in 16:9, not Carpenter's preferred 2.35:1. A quick 
comparison with the trailer enabled me to confirm 

that the Blu-ray release was an open matte 

version of the original 2.35:1 photography, which 
completely ruined the filmmaker’s compositions. 






Naturally, 1 immediately contacted Warner about 
the problem, only to hear nothing back for the 
best part of three weeks, Then, some 10 days 
before the disc was due to be released, a 
spokesperson for the studio got in touch stating 

that Warner had known about the fault all along, 
and had always planned to delay the disc until 
October so that it could do a version in the correct 
aspect ratio. The studio had just never bothered to 
tell anybody about its plans until now... 

ironclad, tike The Ward, is an exception from 
the majority of Warner’s Blu-ray releases, which 
are basically repackaged versions of existing 
American releases. These two films have yet to be 
released in the US. so all of the work on them has 
been produced specifically for the UK market. This 
makes me wonder if the UK arm of Warner Home 
Video simply hates the 2.35:1 aspect ratio and 
wishes that everything was 16:9 instead. The only 
other possibility is a significant lapse in quality 

control at some point in asset management 

during the development of the discs. If that 
were the case, I’d recommend Warner UK hires 
somebody with a bit more passion and knowledge 
for the job. The studio knows where to find me 


If you're annoyed by aspect ratio tampering, tell usaboot it. 
Let us know: email hcc@futtjrenet.com 


Contrary to what 
he may have said, 

I . / , 'y ' r • 1 ^ 

rs not aUowed to 
jump ship and 
work for Warner. 


We won't let him 

- who else would 
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46" 9000 LED Series 


A Vi^ A R- 0^ Product 
*•.•* 2010-2011 

LCD-TV 


Piii|i|j\ 4t;PFL970 j 


There are m 



ions of ways to tell a story 


There’s only one way to watch one, 

on Europe’s best LCD TV of the year! 


ic 


Once again, the EISA experts have debated and deliberated. 


they gave their prestigious "LCD TV of the Year 2010-2011" 
46" 9000 LED series for having the best performance and 


to our 
re quality 


This makes it the lOth 
next year? \A/ww.philipsxo 


year 


weve won. 



you here again 




simplicity 


46PFL9705 - was voted the EISA European LCD TV of the year 2010-2011 



























TCR: 067.25 
PLAY 


Shoot ‘Em Up 

Entertainment in Video-*Reiior B BD-^£10 Approx 

Time code: 067.25 - 069.15 

Roughly halfway into writer/director Michael 
Davis’ 2007 madcap action comedy Shoot 
'Em Up, Paul Giamatti's sadistic hitman. 

Mr Hertz, is asked why he doesn't hang 
back during a raid on the hero's hideout. 

The leader who stays in the rear, takes it 
in the rear,' replies Hertz. 'Besides, violence 
is one of the most fun things to watch.' 

While his point about Leaders and their 
rears is dubious, every self-respecting home 
cinema fan will be nodding along to his 
subsequent words of wisdom - extreme 
bouts of cinematic violence provide good 
workouts for your cinema system. 

The blood-soaked Shoot Em Up is full 

of such sequences, delivering a cartoonish 


string of gun-related action scenes. But it 
reaches new heights of iunacy with the 
skydiving scene we're offering up here. 

Over the top 

Now, some of you may wonder why we’ve 
chosen to focus on a sequence that is so 
completely unrealistic. !f so. you're obviously 
a humourless killjoy who can't see beyond 

some slightly iffy blue screen effects. 

The rest of us can enjoy the thrill of 
watching Clive Owen (on brilliant form) 
dispatch a bunch of hired soldiers while 
plummeting out of a plane, accompanied 
by the throbbing riffs of AC/DC's tf You Want 
Blood (You’ve Gat it). 
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Lasting a little under two minutes, this 
whiriwind of action offers a real treat for 
Blu-ray buyers, The VC-1 2.40:1 lOSOp 
imagery delivers searing colours and 
remarkable detailing (when Davis’ camera 
is stationary long enough for you to take 
it in) that really makes the onscreen action 
come alive. 

And just as impressive is the disc’s 
DTS-HD MA 7.1 audio, Admittedly, it's not 
a native 7.1 mix, but opening the audio up 
into the extra channels provides even more 
cohesive panning as the wind whips past 
you and bullets streak through the air, 
it's blistering stuff that’ll leave you on an 
adrenaline-fuelled home cinema high 


















































Discover a new world of Viera televisions 
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Smurfs 3D 


that pre-date 
Arafar get the 


FIcm&s and Trees made 
history as the fli3t 


film to be released in 
three-strip fechnicolcir 


fast-paced thriller, with 
Bradley Cooper starring 
as a writer who discovers 
a secret, brainpower- 
increasing drug 


tiny blue creatureii<f@ij!Stn 
as a modem. 3D fannily 
blockbuster at cinemas 
across the UK. The trailer 


Tuesday 


Wednesday 


Captain America; 

The First Avenger 

The next piece of 
Marvel's Avengers jigsaw 

arrives as WWII 
superhero Captain 
^ America ma kes his 

big screen bow at 
PI UK cinemas today 
si WWW. paramount 
Ep pictures.co.uk 


Super & 

Finally arriving at UK 
cinemas this Friday is JJ 
Abrams' decidedly 


Your Highness: 
Extended Edition 

Gross-out gags, bad 
language and Natalie 
Portman in a bikini come 
together in this fantasy 
spoof arriving on DVD 
and BD in the UK today 


Rise of the Planet of 

the Apes 

Fok is monkevine around 


Happy Birthday 

Influential filmmaker 
Alfred Hitchcock was 
bom on this day in 1899. 
I n a career that spanned 
more than 50 years, he 
pioneered many of the 
techniques the suspense 
and thriller genres now 
take for gran ted 


franchise orxe again, 
this time looking at how 
the apes took over the 
Earth, Catch it from 
today at UK cinemas 
www.fax.co.uk 


enterta I nmentorre.co.uk 
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,"■10 his lo-fi hit Moon with 
this time-jumping actiorr 
thriller starring lake 
‘ ^ienhaal and Michelle 
Monaghan. Unravel its 
mysteries as it hits DVD 
and BD in the UK today 
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Vladimir Nabokovs 
controversial novel was 
first published in the US 
on this day in 1958. It's 
been adapted twice for 
the cinema - in 1962 by 
Stanley Kubrick and in 
1997 by Adrian Lyne 



Cowboys & Allens 


Jon Favreau ditches Iron 
Man for a very different 
comic book adaptation. 
Opening at UK cinemas, 
this sci-fi western stars 
Daniel Craig, Harrison 
Ford and Olivia Wild 
WWW. paramount 
pictures.ca.uk 

L ^ 




Red Riding Hood 


Amanda Seyfried stars 
in this new take on 
Little ffed Riding Hood 
set in a medieval village 
plagued by a werewolf. 

Track it down on DVD 
and Blu-ray from today 

In the UK 
www.wamerbrDS.co.uk 
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Ybur favourite home 

cinema magazine hits 
the stands this Thursday, 
packed to thegjUs with 
hartfware tests, features, 
outspoken opinion and 
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No other web host offers as 
much expertise^ know-how 
and quality as 1&1. 


^ Maximum security 

Your website is hosted 


simultaneously in two of our 

high-tech data centres in 
different locations! 



Superfast: 


210 GBit/s connectivity! 


^ Environmentally 

friendly: 

Powered by green energy! 


^ Future-proof: 


1,000 in-house developers! 





■ 1 .uk Domain Included 

■ TO GB Web Space 

■ UN LIMITED Traffic 


50 FTP Accounts 




■ NetObjects Fusion® 1&1 Edition 

■ 1&1 EasyShop 

■ NEW: l&l SiteAnalytics 


■ 10 MySQL Databases (1 GB each) 

■ 3000 IMAP/POPB E-mail Accounts 


Ruby, SSI, VersionControl 
Management (git) 



NEW: Geo-redundant Servers 



24/7 Phone & E-mail Support 


DOMAIN OFFERS: 


com only £4.99 first year.* 





Calls cost 6p per minute plus network extras 



* 1&1 Dual Perfect Package 1 year free, then £4.99 per nnontlij 24 month minimum contract term. Special offer price on cam and .co.uk domains applies for the first year of registration, subsequent years will be 
charged at standard price. Visit www4and1.co.uk forfuli promotionai offer details. Prices exciude VAT. 




































































Subscribe to Home Cinema Choice for only £23.99 every six 
months by Direct Debit and you’ll receive a set of Acoustic 

Energy Bluetooth stereo loudspeakers - plus every issue 

delivered direct to your door! 


About Acoustic Energy 
Bluetooth stereo loudspeakers 

Capable of forming the heart of 
a wireless home audio system, 
Acoustic Energy's Bluetooth speakers 
use Advanced Audio Distribution 
Profile (A2DP) technology to achieve 
wireless wide bandwidth stereo 
over distances of up to 10 metres. 

The sound quality benefits 
from Acoustic Energy’s 20 years 
experience in producing compact 
hi-fidelity loudspeakers. 


Other features include: 

■ Separable speakers for improved 
stereo performance 

■ 20 Watts RMS Power output 

■ Bluetooth A2DP connectivity 

■ Disconnect & pairing button and 
status LED 

■ Stereo line-level input (2 x phono) 

■ Manual volume control 

Please visit www. acoustic-energy. 
co.uk for more information about this 
and ether Acoustic Energy products. 
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I’d like to subscribe to 
andgetaset of AE speakers! 
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uring2010 around 120,000 3DTVs 
were sold in the UK. All of them used 
Active Shutter 3D glasses. With every 
TV maker offering the same tech, it seemed as 
If 3DTV had arrived with a cfe facto standard from 
the word go. AV enthusiasts, still smarting from 
the HD DVD/Blu-ray debacle, could relax. 

But nothing is ever that simple. Today two 
rival 3DTV systems are vying for your plastic and 


Polarising technology. Unlike the former tech, 
which requires shuttering LCD glasses to create 
a 3D image. Passive puts the onus on the TV 
to sort out the stereoscopic filtering, leaving 
the viewer free to wear the sort of inexpensive 
lightweight spex that get Left on cinema seats. 

LG first introduced its game-changing 
Cinema 3D Passive TVs at the 2011CE5 tech 
extravaganza in Las Vegas, Branding rival 





there's talk of more to come. During the first three Active Shutter 3D a health hazard ('likely to 

induce dizziness, headaches and nausea'), 
LG u rged other TV vendors to rally behind 
the Passive flag. Philips and Toshiba have 
since joined the Passive camp, and LG Is still 
courting others. 


months of 2011, another 100,000 next-gen 
were sold and a significant number do not use 
the Active Shutter system. 

While Sony, Samsung and Panasonic all back 
Active Shutter 3D, LG has opted to refine Passive 
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What has followed is the biggest 
technology squabble in consumer electronics 
since the format war between HD DVD and 
BLu-ray. So how do the rival 3D systems differ? 


Getting active 

Active Shutter 3D TVs require the corresponding 
glasses, which incorporate LCD lenses that sync 
to alternating frames on the TV, Early Active 

screens shipped with a separate transmitter. 

which beamed sync pulses to the glasses. For 
2011, all Active TVs have the transmitter built in. 

The strength of the Active Shutter technique is 
that it can deliver a full HDlOSOp image to each 
eye - hence full HD 3D. What’s bad is that some 
(but not all) glasses are cumbersome to wear and 
expensive to buy, ranging from £50 to £130 a pair. 
Given that many 3D ready Active Shutter TVs now 
ship without spex and require you to invest in 

them as an optional accessory, that's quite an 

overhead for a family of four. 

One crucial tactical error made by the Active 
Shutter alliance is that no standard for Active 
glasses was agreed prior to launch, Consequently, 
if you have a Panasonic 3DTV, you'll need 
Panasonic glasses. There’s no point in your 
mates bringing their Sony Active spex to your 
house to watch the 3D footie. They won't work. 

By comparison. Passive 3D TVs adopt a 
relatively simple, low-tech approach. The 
latest TV panels developed by LG include a filter 
with alternating horizontal and vertical stripes, 
separated by black, picture-blanking bars. When 
viewed through glasses with corresponding 
polarising lenses, alternate frames are presented 
to each eye to create a 3D image. 


Don't chuck me away. 
While Passive 3D has 
become known for its cheap, 
disposable spex, you can get 
designer pairs, like ihese 

from Vizio 


Crucially, these polarising glasses are cheap 
to make. LG is bundling seven pairs with every 
Cinema 3D screen it sells. You can even watch 
Passive 3D TVs at home with the same 3D bins 

used in most cinemas and pubs. 

The catch with the Passive solution is that 
the system reduces the resolution of the displayed 
3D image. A full HD 3D Blu-ray picture, which is 
fed from a player at 1920 x 1080 resolution (per 

eye), is presented on the Passive screen with 
1920 X 540 pixels (per eye). Sky 3D transmissions, 
which are transmitted in a 1920 x 540 resolution 
side-by-side format, appear on a Passive screen 
at 960 X 540. 


Passive 

preference: 

Sky's Chris 
Johns soys 
consumers 
pr efe r Passive 

3DTVs 










Activ e 
activist: 

Panasonic's 
Masoyuki 
Kozuka 
favours 
Active Shutter 


Clear evidence? 

LG’s Product and consumer marketing manager, 

George Mead, says the resolution drop 

doesn't matter because there's clear 
evidence consumers prefer the 

Passive approach. WeVe become the 

fastest growing brand in the 3D space,’ he told 

HCC, adding, ‘In Korea, Samsung were dominating 

3D TV sales, but we’ve reversed the market with 

our Cinema 3D proposition. The technology is also 

proving a huge success in the 

And according to BSkyB's chief engineer 

and 3D guru. Chris Johns, Sky's own consumer 

research also indicates a consumer preference 

for Passive technology. 

We carried out consumer testing with both 

Active and Passive LCD, as well as Active plasma 

and 80 per cent of those interviewed preferred the 

Passive option. They honestly did,' 

However. Johns concedes that Active Shutter 

delivers the best picture quality: 'If you’re an 

i / 
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Cars 2: Wowing audiences at 3D cinemas 

- but what fonnat will you 

watch it in at home? 


AV purist, I can see that you would want the 
improved resolution.’ 

Panasonic concurs. Masayuki Kozuka who 
heads up R&D for Panasonic's Media and Content 
Alliance office at the PHL authoring centre in 
Hollywood, says'only Active Shutter can deliver 
a full HD 3D picture from Blu-ray.’ 

The future of 3D 

For some, neither Active Shutter nor Passive 
Polarisation are good enough because both 
require the viewer to use 3D glasses. They 
argue that the ultimate future of 3D is 
autostereoscopic. Toshiba is leading this race 
to usher a glasses-free 3D viewing experience 
into the home; it recently pledged to bring a large 
screen Auto-3D TV to market within the year. 

Sky's Chris Johns is a believer, up to a point: 

'I think Auto-3D could become the standard way 

of watching 3D on screens up to about 2€>ins.' 

he suggests. ‘But! don’t think the technology is 
there for bigger sets.' 

Meanwhile Kevin O’Neil, head of VOD at 
Virgin Media, believes that 3D needs a glasses- 
free experience sooner rather than later. ‘3D 
should be a giass-iess experience in the home 
as soon as possible.' 

Perhaps the real future of 3D at home is a 
fusion of today's Active Shutter and Passive 

technologies. Samsung recently inked a deal with 
3D pioneers RealD to develop a new generation of 
3D screens that combine the best of both worlds 
- full HD resolution to each eye - but deliver 
via lightweight, inexpensive polarising glasses. 

So, with more 3DTV formats on the way, the 
real 3DTV revolution hasn't even begun yet 



Steve May gets up close and personal with 3D 




To find out how the two competing 

3D formats compare, we staged 

a side by side shoot-out between 
LG’s Cinema 3D 42 LW650T LED TV 
and Panasonic’s Active Shutter TX- 
P42GT30 plasma, Our 3D test material 
comprised Blu-rays of Tron, Legacy. 
Resident Evii: Afterlife and Monsters 
Vs Aiiens, plus content from Sky’s 3D 
satellite channel and assorted digital 
test images. 

During our comparison, Panasonic's 
Active Shutter GT30 consistently 
delivered the sharpest, smoothest 
3D image. 

The advantages of its full HD 3D 

presentation were most notable on 

curving and diagonal edges. The edges 
of angled buildings were smooth; lines 
of fine detail were unbroken and small 
items were unobscured, 

By way of comparison, using the 
same material, LG's 3D images looked 
rather jaggy. The black bars that break 
the horizontal and vertical stripes on the 
FPR (Film Pattern Retarder) filter create 

easily visible diagonal stepping effects 
- as shown by the close-up pictures 
above. The 3D image exhibited a texture 


We also noted that the technologies 
react differently when it comes to 
viewing angle and crosstalk. Seen 
square-on, the LG's Cinema 3D screen 
performs well. However, move out of 
the sweet spot vertically and the image 
distorts, with obvious double imaging. 

The Panasonic set, thanks to 
its fast-reacting new phosphors, 
exhibited no overt crosstalk, although 
slouch back on a sofa, tilting your head, 

and the lenses in the glasses begin 

to blackout. 

While Active Shutter edged ahead 
in our picture quality comparison, 
the user experience paints a somewhat 

different picture, which is presumably 
where Passive 3D scores highly in 
consumer tests. 

The 60Hz frame refresh rate of the 
Active Shutter glasses caused obvious 
flicker, particularly when there was a 
conflicting light source. LG's passive 
3D glasses had no such problem. 

The Active Shutter glasses were 
also much more uncomfortable to 
wear and, tellingly, ran out of juice 
during our trials, and had to be tethered 
by USB to recharge the batteries. 


not unlike an 
old-school 
CRT television. 

if our tests 
are anything to 
go by. claims 
by LG that 
Passive 3D 
tech can 
deliver a full 
HD resolution 
3D image 
seem 

unfounded. By 
no stretch of the 
imagination could its 3D 
pictures be described 
as 1080-line resolution. 



Format face>oIf: LG’s 


battle with Panasonic’s 
active shutter screen 
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t's official. The law is an ass, and not just 

because of the super-injunctions handed out 
to rich people trying to hide their indiscretions. 
It’s also an ass because of the restrictions on 
copying legitimately purchased music and 

movies to a multimedia server. 

The recently published Review of fntellectual 
Property and Growth, by Professor Ian 
Hargreaves, grabbed attention by reminding Brits 
that, while you may cheerfully rip CDs to MP3 

players and iPods while the record companies 

turn a blind eye, doing so is, in fact, illegal. 

Prof Hargreaves used the Brennan JB7 Music 
Player as an example of the nonsensical situation 
this creates: The Brennan JB7 music player is the 
brainchild of Martin Brennan, a young British 


entrepreneur, it enables consumers to store 
music from CDs which they have purchased 

on its hard disk, making them easily accessible 
for playing.., it is hard to see this product as an 
undesirable innovation, or to see it as requiring 

actions any different than those already done by 

millions of consumers with other digital music 
players. However the Advertising Standards 
Authority [ASA] has ruled (understandably,given 
where the law stands) that advertisements for 

the Brennan should include a warning that using 

it involves copyright infringement,’ 

Brennan was naturally angry at the ASA ruling: 
‘My company (has had) 10,000 per cent growth 
in 30 months during the recession, but out-of- 

date legislation and red tape may sabotage my 



Advertisements ior the Brennan 
IB? Music Player angered the ASA 
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The other 
solutions 


servers 


Major movie studios 
havewokenupto 

the idea that buyers 


how and where they watch their 
media. An alliance that includes 
Fox, Lionsgate, Sony, Paramount 
Warner and Universal is 
promoting Ultraviolet, a 
multi-platform, cloud-based 
streaming technology, which 
makes home servers look more 
than a little antiquated, 

Due to launch later this year, 
the system gives buyers of 
Ultraviolet-branded media 
(Blu-ray. DVD or download) 

‘enduring’ rights to access the 


compatible device, including 
PCs, tablets. Smart TVs, BD 
players, STBs and more. Some 
hardware will be software 

upgradeable to the Ultraviolet 
standard, but newer hardware 
will have it pre-installed. 

Ultraviolet acknowledges that 
you may want to watch a movie 
on your Blu-ray player, a laptop, 
ora portable device, and when 
the data is digital, why should 
you have to pay several times for 
the privilege? 

Apple’s iCloud service offers 
similar functions, although it's 
currently limited to music only; 
but it will certainly do the same 
for video soon. 


growth. It is no exaggeration to say that this 

matter has caused me more sleepless nights and 

wasted days than any other in my company’s 
history. Aside from legal headaches, I face the 
cost of reassuring customers that record 
companies will not sue them.’ 


such as Neil Diamond. Frank Sinatra, Burt 

Bacharach, Celine Dion and Bette Midler) was 
released in Europe. Consequently, Sony in the 
US had to recall 2.7 million unsold discs from 
retailers, and 2.1 million already sold to 
consumers, then pay out tens of millions of 


touch on the even more contentious matter 
of ripping DVD and Blu-ray movies to servers 


to owners of infected PCs. 

After the XCP fiasco, no record company has 
dared to try and copy-protect music CDs, which is 
why audio server devices such as the Brennan JB7 


For at least the past lO years. Microsoft has been 

banging away at the Media Center concept. 
According to Gates' gospel, a workhorse 
V/indows PC should also store and play 
music and movies. The idea has never taken off, 

perhaps because the wretched thing spends half 

its life downloading updates, re-booting, fighting 
off viruses, crashing and generally being a pain 
in the neck. 

But this pantomime has created a booming 

market for standalone servers, dedicated to 

serving stored music and movies. And they 
do it well, despite many obstacles created by 
the music and movie industries. 

When the CD system was Launched in 1982/3, 


notice to steer the maker clear of the asinine law 

No disrespect to Brennan, but the 
acknowledged creator of the multimedia server 
concept (in the 1990s) is Cambridge-based 

I merge, now owned by Prism Media, 

The small print in the publicity material for 
the (merge MSl-HD server (reviewed by HCC last 
year) contains a similar keep-the-ASA-happy 
copyright notice about not copying ‘without 
the permission of the copyright owner'. 

But just how do you ask Walt Disney for 
permission to watch Sambf from a server? 


When the msi-hd server was launched, (merge 

said, 'the key difference is the new Blu-ray drive, 
which also allows users to store and playback 
content from Blu-ray discs. The integral drive 
reads content from CDs, DVDs and Blu-ray discs 

to store on hard drives for convenient access.' 

This raises technical as well as legal issues. 
When DVD was launched, the movie industry was 
desperate to avoid a repeat of the CD copy-f reely 
mistake. So the DVD system uses CSS (the 

Content Scramble System), which digitally 

scrambles the signal on the optical disc. The 
player has embedded secret codes or 'ke^' that 
unscramble the signal as the disc plays. 

Panasonic was heavily involved in developing 

CSS and the keys were deemed so secret that 

at the company's HQ in Osaka, CSS engineers 
worked in a locked room that was out of bounds 
to other company employees. 

Yet in 1999,onily a couple of years after DVD 

was launched, a Norwegian student cracked the 


licensing regime run by Philips and Sony stopped 
anyone messing with the standard to try and add 
protection. But after the CD patents expired, 
several specialists (such as Macrovision, the 


protection for videocassettes) started to 
experiment by adding spurious computer 
data to music CDs. In theory, music CD players 
ignored the data and just played the music, while 
CD-ROM drives in computers were screwed up 
when making a digital copy. 

In practice some CD players, for instance 
in cars and high end hi-fis, refused to play the 
music either. 


system called XCP. Computer 'root kit' code 
buried in a music disc behaves Like a computer 
virus and infects any PC used to copy the disc. 
This caused such a stink in the USA that none 

of the 52 infected titles (from high profile artists 
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CSS code and wrote a geeky computer program 

called DeCSS which lets a home PC make a 

perfect digital copy of a DVD movie. The basic 
DeCSS program is now incorporated in many 
easy-to-use software packages that enable a PC 
to copy a DVD with a couple of mouse clicks. 

Some of these packages are available free on 

the internet while others are sold at modest price 
There is nothing that can be done to defeat 
DeCSS, because there is no way to change the 
keys buried in players. So Sony and Macrovision 


Kaleidescape has 

o license from the DVD 
Copy Control Association 
to remove CSS encryption 


bolt-ons that work alongside CSS. 

Sony’s ARccOS (Advanced Regional Copy 
Control Operating Solution) deliberately 
corrupts some parts of the DVD bitstream. 


offering easy-to-use boxes which let owners 
of CDs. DVDs and BDs store their content in full 
quality for more convenient play, but in doing so, 

break the letter of copyright laws. 

Manufacturers are an obvious sitting duck for 
prosecution, so they sell servers in a legally ‘clean 
state, without the vital ripping software. It’s then 
up to the buyer to take to obtain and install the 

software in the privacy of their own homes. 


programs make an unplayable copy. In practice 
some DVD players (including some of Sony’s) 
can’t play the disc. 


navigation structure of a DVD, The order of 
scenes is juggled. In theory a DVD player plays 
them in the correct order, but a copy program is 
fooled into making a gobbledegook copy, 

‘Overl billion DVDs with RipGuardhave 

shipped in the last three years alone’, says Rovi’s 

promo material. The way RipGuard juggles 
scenes changes from month to month. But 
paid-for rip programs come with the promise 
of upgrades to cope with Rovi’s changes. 


It might be considered a supreme piece of irony 
that Prism, owner of i merge, recently won a 


our monarch is honouring a product that relies 
on our breaking the Law of the land. 

Other manufacturers take a different 
approach. Kaleidescape’s M500 Player also 


onto a hard-disk ‘vault’, but for Blu-ray play, the 
physical disc must be present in the drive for the 
copy to play from the vault. It’s an expense and 
an inconvenience which you would think would 

make owners wonder why they bother. 

But there are signs that a change is in the air. 
Brennan's campaign to amend the out-dated 
Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 is 
gathering steam, and innovative online solutions 

such as Ultraviolet and iCloud (see the Other 
Solutions box) acknowledge the owner’s right 
to transfer paid-for media to a range of devices. 

And, intriguingly, there’s now a media server 
available, which seems to sweep away all the 


(Advanced Access Content System) with more 
encryption keys than DVD. They are better hidden 
inside the discs and players and, if hacked, can be 

replaced by new keys buried in movie discs. 

But 


software is now sold with the promise of updates 
to cope with AACS key changes. 

RealNetworks, the US company behind 
RealAudio compression, tried selling $30 

software called RealDVD that rips copy¬ 
protected optical discs to hard disk while 
copy-protecting the copy. The Hollywood studios 
won a $4.5million punishment payment. At a 
conference last year, Colin Dixon, Senior Analyst 


Imerge and Kaleidescape. The Evolve system 
(from www.evolvemedia.eu) includes the 
lifeStation media player, lifeStore server and 
lifeStream slave units, and is quite capable of 


2008 there were just two BD ripping programs. 
Now there are six. The key needed to rip Avatar 
was available before the BD was released,’ 
Readers will note that we steer clear of 

naming the copy software now available to 

copy DVDs and BDs, because both the US and 
Europe now have laws to deter ‘circumvention’ 
of copy protection. 

America’s DMCA, Digital Millennium Copyright 


But you don't need to keep the original discs 
in a vault in order to play the ripped versions, and 
no, you don’t have to ask anyone for permission 
before you do it. V^hen you start to rip a disc, the 
system reminds you of your copyright obligations 
but no more. The honest thing to do, of course, 
is to keep the discs you've paid for, and put them 
away safely in the loft. 

Treating users as responsible adults is at least 
a first step to clarifying the copyright conundrum 
we find ourselves with. Surely it can’t be long 
before other manufacturers follow suit. 
Inevitably, if common sense prevails, the powers 
that be will be forced to amend the copyright 
laws to take into account the potential of this 
radically new entertainment technology 


fines and even imprisonment for offenders. The 
EU’s Copyright Directive was passed in 2001 and 
gives governments in Europe generally similar 
rights to the DMCA. 

This sums up the dilemma now faced by the 

companies selling multimedia servers. They are 
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T here’s a revolution taking place in the 

world of home entertainment. With the 
addition of 'Smart'technology, familiar 
products such as TVs can offer more features 
than ever before, including access to the 
Internet, connectivity to other devices, and the 
ability to use amazing Apps. Samsung's range 
of Smart TVs are leading the way in this 
state-of-the-art technology, which turns your 
living-room screen into a home entertainment 
hub, seamlessly integrating your own TV, movies, 
music and websites. 

The beauty of Samsung Smart TVs is that 
it's so easy to use. All the available services, 
including web access, Apps, your favourite 
media and your video files can be selected from 
a single Smart Hub menu - a fast, animated 
interface that makes getting the most out of 
this new technology so simple, the whole family 
can enjoy it 

Viewers can also choose to link their Smart 
TV to stylish Samsung Smart Blu-Ray players, 
as well as to speaker systems and sound bars 
which deliver high-quality 3D audio to match the 
3D HDTV quality of the Smart TV, 

Watch 

With Samsung Smart TV, you’re never short 
of great entertainment to watch. Thanks to 
partnerships with leading content providers like 
LOVEFiLM, BBC iPlayer, YouTube and Acetrax. 
you can access new movies, TV programmes 
and video clips whenever it suits you, as well 
as accessing free 3D video content on demand 
through the Samsung Explorer 3D App. Finding 

content is easy too, with Samsung’s Search 
function browsing all available sources, 
including connected devices Like your laptop or 
smartphone - and with the YourVideo feature, 
you’ll receive intelligent recommendations 
based on what you and your family like to watch. 
You’ll never find yourself saying there’s nothing 
on the TV again! 

Surf 

We all love to surf the internet, but wouldn’t it be 
more fun if you could do it in the comfort of your 
living-room, on the large screen of your TV? 
Samsung’s continually expanding App centre 
brings your favourite websites to you in a 
customised easy-to-navi gate widescreen 


format. BBC IPlayer, YouTube. Google Maps and 
Twitter, plus a raft of family-friendly games are 
just some of the great Apps available. Yet 
Samsung Smart TV doesn't limit you to these 
high-quality Apps - its built-in web browser, with 
Flash, favourites and multiple window support, 
gives you full, unlimited access to the World 
Wide Web. You can even watch TV and go online 
at the same timel 

Chat 

Want to keep friends up to date with what you’re 
watching? Samsung Smart TV lets you do that 
too, via the Social TV option. Social TV can be 
overlaid onto your tv screen, so you can keep 
track of what’s going on and watch TV while 
staying logged into your Facebook, Twitter and 
Google Talk accounts. Furthermore, by 
purchasing a camera, you can keep in touch with 
family and friends via the Skype video call 
application. 

Share 

A key part of Samsung Smart TV is AliShare, a 
DLNA (Digital Living Network Alliance) 

technology that lets you stream movies, music 
and photos from network connected devices to 
your television - for instance, your home PC or 
maybe a Samsung Galaxy Si I - via a simple-to- 
use i nterface. This means that all the family can 
enjoy home movies and holiday snaps that 
might otherwise lie forgotten on a computer 
hard drive. With Samsung’s Smart TVs, the 
future really is here nowl 





Smart message; 

Samsung Smart TV looks 

great and is easy to use 



Samsung’s Smart TV range was 
awarded three Home Cinema Choice 
Best Buy awards in June 2011. 
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The flagship flatscreer in Samsung's 

Smart TV range is the UE55D80D0, a 
55in LED TV which was awarded a 
full five stars in its review by Home 
Cinema Choice. Alongside its 
innovative, integrated Smart Hub 
feature, this Full HDTV offers 

best-in-class picture quality with LED 
backlighting, built-in tuners for both 
Freeview HD and Freesat HD. true 3D 
display plus 2D-ta-3D conversion, a 


backlit remote control, and a 

jaw-dropping design. Samsung's 
unique One Design styling features a 

5mm be^el. so ultra-thin that you 
forget you are watching aTV. and feel 
youTe really living the on-screen 
experience. Yes, it's beautiful, but 
don’t forget this TV is smart too! 

Samsung SRARTTV 



Dis-t:?a inner: Sarr^ung Smart TV' features vary by modiel. Sicyoe and Web browser not available on Smart LED TVs D5^0. D&IOD 
and Plasora ^mart TVs 3D not available on C>55?0 TV. Camera required to use Skype. available to purct^se sepafateLy. 

.. Of- L 9 . n Which? Award for Best Audro Visual Brar>d201T 

Release: StoreMags & FantaMag 
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-^Kit Checklist 

Runco: VideoXtreme VX-3000D DLP 



Screen Research; ll8in 2.40:1 curved auto- 

masking projector screen 
Rainier; Autoscope lens system 
Bowers & Wilkins: 4x 802 Diamond 
floorstanders (front \JR and rear LyP): 

4xCT8,4 in-wall (surrounds); 
lx HTM2D centre; 2x CT 8SW 

subwoofer 

Classe: lx SSP-600 surround sound 

processor 

Oasse: lx CA-5100 five-channel power 
amp; 3x CA-3200 three-channel 

power amps 
Class^; CDP-300 DVD player 
Denon: BDP-2010 Blu-ray player 
Kaleldescape; 1080p Mini Player 

Sky: Sky+HD set-top box 
AMX; MXT-CV7 7in wired touchpanel 
Fortress Matinee: Cinema seating 
Crowson Technology: Tactile transducers 

Middle Atlantic: AXS-20 racking 


hropsh ire-based SMC can 

have faced few installations 

as demanding as this fifth-floor 
den. The A MX-c on trolled cinema 
was to be the jewel in the sumptuous 
crown of a mansion being 

customised to an exacting standard. 

but the room's original dimensions, 
sloping ceiling and acoustics 
were far from suited for their 
intended purpose. 


In the finished Cinema, 



ng 


for 12 people has been created by 
building a two-tier platform, with 
a chatee (ongue at the front for the 
ultimate in movie viewing decadence 

The rake of the room dictated that 
a projector with a long throw lens 
be mounted at the rear of the seats 
- a Runco VX-3000 was chosen, 
firing images from Sky HD, a Denon 
BDP-2010 Blu-ray and Class^ 
CDP-300 DVD deck on to 
all8in screen with auto masking. 
This is needed for the VX-3000’s 
CineWide and AutoScope functions 
that flawlessly project Hollywood 
movies in their correct aspect ratio 


B lo wn away 

Acoustics treatments were applied 

including panel and cavity resonators. 

and heavy use was made of soft 
furnishings, including the customised 
Fortress Matinee seats. All seats are 
fitted with Crowson Transducers for 

added rumble to complement the 

2,000W of LFE generated by the dual 


been built within the window 

the rest of the 9,2 system 



uses high-end B&W speakers, too. 

The result is a theatre that sounds 





















































Room essentials 

A Hooray for Runco 

Thanks to Runco’sCineWide 

technology, when switching 
from 16:9 to 2.35:1 images on the 
VX-3000 images get wider while 
full screen height is maintained, 
eliminating black bars, Nice 

B Classe act 

Denon's BDP-2010 handles Biu-ray 
duties whilst DVDs get reference- 
level treatment aboard Classy’s 

DVD CDP-3000 DVD deck 

C Power pack 

1,100W of amplification comes 

courtesy of a five-channel CLass^ 
5100 power amp in conjunction with 
three equally well-engineered 
Classe 3200 three-channel models 


D The Thin Controller 

AMX's 7ln Modero combines a small 
base with an expansive 16:9 aspect 
ratio for maximum visibility and 
one-touch operation 

E California dreamin’ 

Hailing from the west coast of the 
US, Fortress Seating's customised 
recliners and chaises fongues feature 
built-in Crowson Transducers that 
deliver lfe rumble to their 
occupants' backsides 
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At Musical Images we have the finest projectors on permanent 
demonstration - like the brand new 


y 


LA 


projector from JVC with a superb 50, 


1 native contrast ratio 


Itfeatures a brand new cabinet design (available in glossy black or 


1 
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At Musical Images weireInstalled literally 
hundreds of projectors over the past twenty 
years. We are recognised as one of the U 
leading experts in Home Entertainme 
installation, winning the prestigous Hodi 
Cinema Choice award for "Best Multiroom 
Installation" on thre^iccasions. 

To discover the JVC range of projectors, there's 
nowhere better than Musical Images 

premier AV dealer in London and the South East 


4.4m 


A 




* N 











|4%1 V 


Beckenham Tel. 020 8663 3777 


Edgware Tel. 020 8952 5535 




ivvvw.mus/ca/-/mages. CO. uk 

Audio Visua! Lifestyle Ltd f/a Musical Images, Please call for openii 
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Out ot control: 

AV-liolic Phil 

converted a 
previous 'junk 
room' into this 
hi-tech picture 

palace 


Introduce yourself... 

My name is Phil Read, and i am 
42 years old. 

And you're an AV-holic? 

Having spent this much money 
and time on a dedicated room, 
and the amount of time I now 
Spend in there, yes, I would 
probably say I am! 

What's in your setup? 

I've got a JVC HD350 projector, 
Onkyo TX-NRg05 AVR and 
a surround system consisting 

of Mordaunt Short MS914 
floorstanders and centre, KEF 
5005 surrounds and a BK 
Monolith Subwoofer. Sources 
include Virgin v+, PlayStation 3, 
Apple TV, Marantz CD5004 
and a Project Debut 1 Turntable, 
What was the last bit of kit 
you bought? 

A Logitech Harmony 1100 
remote. I just couldn't get used 
to it “ I previously used a Philips 
Pronto - so I sold it. 

And what's next? 

Because of the above, my next 
purchase will probably be some 
kind of system, so I can use my 
iPad to control my setup. 

How much have you spent on 
your AV habit over the years? 
Well, this project has cost about 



£7,000. i used to spend 
too much, buying the latest 

equipment as soon as it came 

out. I once bought a DVD 
recorder for £750, It now sits 
unused in the lounge and is 
probably worth about £20i 

What does your family think 
of the room? 

My wife was a bit dubious 
about me spending so much 
on this room just to 'watch the 

occasional movie'. She now 

spends just as much time as 
i do in there, watching normal 
TV too! The kids love the room, 
especially playing Playstation 

games on the 8 foot wide 
screen! I've fitted a code lock 
to the door to Limit their time in 
there, because given the chance 
they'd be in there all the time! 

What's your current fave disc? 
My favourite BD disc is probably 
The Dark Kr)}ght. it was one of 
the first I bought, but it is a great 
demo disc for the cinema room. 
Lastly, what’s your view on 3D? 
I considered 3D when planning 
this room, but decided to stick 
to 2D for the time being. It will 
keep me happy for a few years, 
by which time 3D will be the 
norm, or will it have fizzled out? 


Room essentials 

A Screen selection 

The projector screen is actually 
a sheet of MDF painted white,.. 

B D.LY master 

Most of the work was done by 
our AVholic himself, starting in 
January and finishing in April. 
Only the carpet fitting was 
done by professionals 

C PJ convert 

Phil admits he was originally 
'unsure' about getting a 

projector, having only ever 

seen them in pubs 'where light 
pollution destroys the image'. 
But he says in his fully darkened 
room the image is 'stunning'. 

D Comfort costs 

The leather seating is one of 
the most expensive aspects of 
the room. Yet by sourcing some 
second-hand hardware, the 

total cost came in under the 
initial £10,000 budget 


loin the club 

Do you wart to see your home 
cinema system featured in 
the pages of Home Cinema 

Choice? If so, log on to www. 

homecinemac hoice.com/avholic 
where you'll find all the 
information you need. 
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RECOGNISED AS SOME OF THE FINEST Cl NEMA DESIGNERS FOR LUXURY HOMES AND PRIVATE YACHTS 


London Region 

Audio V»nu« 

020^567 a703 
www.aLJdiovenue.com 


Gibson Music 

02073642270 

wvm.g ill son- m usic .co m 


London Home Cinema 
02063701625 

WWW. lo ndontvo meciiiema xo.uk 


Prestige Audio 
01721001 400 


co.uk 


SHC 

0207917 1700 
www.£mc- uk. CO nr 


South East 

Imagine This 

0645 690 «e5A 

wwwJ maginethi s^uk^CQ m 


TAT Communications 
0125&962 900 
wwWiitandt-automa t ion^ca m 


Dawsons 

01202744945 

¥n¥w. d awsonsg rou p.com 


Majik House 
91524273 579 
WWW. maji khouse.com 


THE ULTIMATE HOME CINEMA EXPERIENCE 


Scotland 


Loud A; Clear 

0141 221 0221 
www.Loiid-cLear.co.uk 


Dealers may serve in more 
than one region, please visit 

passionateaboutcinema 

for further details 
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Multi Award Winning 

FAB Audio Visual Ltd 
St Albans AL3 6EN 
Tel: +44 (0)1727 226 121 

wwwJabavxo.uk 
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CCIHA 


LIGHTING 


INTEQRAKOW 




INIfftHAtlON 


noxt prestigious twne 

&wpras 200$ 


^ Fully project miin«g«d build bi houK 3D design tenrtce 

[gl CEDIA quiillflod Deslgwi rgj Award wlnmng ih<mdxius« 
and biitalierm wfth A dncnu demo roorru 


biitalierm 


Maida Vale, Lonclon 
OHS 6n SHA 
londonMnltaad udoni 





Demonstration Studios 

Cinema Theatre 
Home Installation 
Multiroom Specialists 
In House Service Dept 
Mail Order Available 


Strost, Bloxwch, Walsall 

01 Bee 493489 


Lote Night Thursday 
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DENON Universal 3D Biu-ray player PANASONIC 42in entry-level 3D Viera and all-in-one system 

TANNOY 5.1 sub/sat system to match your flatpanel TV INFOCUS Wallet-friendly DIP projector 
DUNE HD Esoteric BD deck ROUNDUP Four Smart Blu-ray players go head-to-head AND MORE! 



Cutting-edge features, catwalk style and 
pin-sharp pictures - Samsung's 40in 

D6530 has it all. See p64 
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HCC DOESNT BELIEVE IN OVER-PRAISING HARDWARE. CONSEQUENTLY, A THREE-STAR RATING SHOULDNT BE CONSIDERED A BAD RESULT - IT SIMPLY MEANS THAT 

A PRODUCT PERFORMS ACCORDING TO ITS CATEGORY POSITION. A FIVE-STAR RATING IS ONLY AWARDED IN EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES 

























































If your finances wont run to Panasonic's VT30 series, John Archer reckons 
Samsung's 51-incher is an affordable way to go Smart 






am sung doesn’t seem to Li 
plasma very much. Every year, 
the brand's marketing focuses 
almost exclusively on its latest LED 
TVs, while its plasma models sneak 
into stores with little or no fanfare. 

But the appeal of Samsung’s 
plasmas has grown with the advent 
of 3D, where they've provided 
three-dimensional pictures far less 
troubled by crosstalk than any 
of its LCD displays. 

All these qualities and more are 
present and correct in the good value 
PS51D6900. In fact, it's comfortably 
my favourite Samsung plasma yet. 

It certainly helps that, despite 
its size and active 3D capability, 
the PS51D6900 costs just £1,000 on 
the high street. That's around £900 
cheaper than Panasonic's P50VT30, 
roughly £600 cheaper than LG’s 
PSOPZgSOT and about £240 less 
than the latest prices on Panasonic's 
P50GT30 3D model. 'What’s more, 
the PS51D690O ships with a single 
pair of free 3D glasses, while the 
P50GT30 doesn’t, so realty you 

need to add an extra £100 to the 


Panasonic’s price before you’ve got 
a true comparison. This Samsung, 
then, is a bit of a bargain. 

Design-wise, it looks good, 
too, with a slender, grey and glass- 
finish bezel. Not quite as desirable 
as Samsung’s D800Q LED sets, 
but close, 

Connections are par for the 
course, include four vl.4 HDMIs 
offering compatibility with full HD 3D 


AV/CV 

Prod net: 


Posit i on irig: 


Peers: 


sources and two USB ports that can 
play video, photo or music files from 
USB devices. The latter can also be 
used to record TV shows onto USB 
HDDs from the integrated Free view 
HD tuner. A LAN port is on hand 
for both accessing content on 
DLN A computers and getting into 

Samsung's new Smart TV service, 
Perhaps best of all, though, is the 
PS51D6900’s built-in wi-fi. 

Samsung's Smart TV platform is a 
considerable advance on the brand's 

previous internet @TV system. Most 
welcome is the new 'Smart Hub' 
interface screen that gives you easy 
access to not only dozens of apps 
and video streaming services, but 

also to all your potential sources, 

including the TV tuners. 

Mighty meaty 

The amount of content on the 
brand's Smart TV platform is 
becoming truly substantial, too. 
Established favourites such as 
LOVEFiLM, the BBC iPlayer, YouTube, 
the AceTrax movie rental/purchase 
'cloud'and Samsung's own 3D 
‘channel’ are all here. The Latter 
service now carries more and the 
streaming quality has more stability 
than it did a month or two ago. 

As well as the streaming content. 
Samsung offers around 60 or so 
‘second-tier’ apps, many of which 
area bit pointless. 

Please note, though, that unlike 
Samsung's D7000 and 08000 LED 
sets, the PS51D6900 doesn’t provide 


either an open internet browser or 
Skype, In Samsung’s plasma range, 
these two features are reserved for 

the D8000 series. 

Calibrating the PS51D6900's 
images is made straightforward by 
a combination of a long list of 
themed presets and an extensive 

toolset, both of which include colour 

management and gamma controls, 

Samsung doesn’t seek 
endorsements from THX 

or the Imaging Science 

Foundation (ISF), but 
the P551D6900 would 
probably have secured 

the backing of both. 

Setup is aided, moreover, by the 

inspired use of an interactive 

instructions system that explains 
what each feature in the menus does 
when you highlight it. 

With the single pair of Bluetooth 
active shutter 3D glasses perched 
reasonably comfortably on my nose, 

I settled down to watch a selection 
of 3D content, including the Tangled 
Blu-ray and Sky’s recent broadcast 
of Elbow’s pre-tour rehearsals. I was 
mostly impressed with what I saw. 
Particularly heartwarming is how 
little crosstalk there is. In fact, during 
bright scenes, there’s practically no 

telltale ghosting at all. In this respect, 

the PS51D6900 improves on the 
company’s 3D LEDs models. 

Having said that the screen's 
pictures can't be considered 

crosstalk-free, for the ghosting issue 
is occasionally apparent during dark 
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The Samsung's see-thru bezel and 

pedestal are a sliver of pure cool 
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Specifications 
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3D; Y£S plus 2D-3D conversion Full HD: ves 1080p24 
Tuner: vES Freeview HD 
Component video: yes one input 
HDMI/DVi: yes four, vl.4 PC input; vts one D-Sub 
Resolution: 1,920 x 1,080 
Sound; 2 x lOW Contrast ratio; 'High’ 

Dimensions (off stand); 1,196(w} x 783(h) x305{d)mnn 
Weight; 27kg 

Also featuring; ‘600Hz’; Smart TV online service; USB 
media playback (MP3, JPEG, HD video support 
included): DLNAsupport (with Samsung's AllShare 
system); integrated wi-fi; colour and gamma 
management: noise reduction processing; active 3D 
playback with one pair of glasses included 
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Tech Labs 


Power consumption: Watts 


200 300 



White $creeit: With 
ourstandardlOOIRE 
full white display. 

power consumption of 
2A2W improves on 
previous ^msungs 


200 300 



With movi e footage 
ar^d full volume sound 
real world consumption 

averages HOW 


TV Contrast: Ratio 



4B,700:1 


Colour temp: Kelvin 



Picture: 

Out of the box the 
contrast rat io 
measured a 
respectable 35,000:1, 

but post calibration 
yielded 48,70 D:1 with a 
lu minaoce of 14.2f I. 


Presets: 
Of the fourCT presets. 
Warm 1 is preferred. 
Manual tweaking 
delivers G.50DK 
Cool:9,100K 
Standard: 8,0 OOK 
Warm1:6.800K 
Warm2:5.900K 


Dark stars; 

Black levels 

are deep 
enough to 
support the 
naturalism 

created by 
line colour 
perlormance 


scenes, which have bright elements 
in them, such as the lantern 
sequence in Tangled. Such scenes 
can even trouble Panasonic's 3D 
plasmas a little, but not as much 
as they do the PS51D6900. 


Plasma reigns 

The Samsung set’s crosstalk issues 
remain less bothersome than they 
are with practically every LCD 3D TV, 
though. And the PS51D6900 also 
does a good job of reproducing 
3D images with decent colour 
saturations and accuracy. Indeed, 

I’d say they’re slightly brighter and 
more dynamic looking than those 
of Panasonic’s VT30 series. 

Stereoscopic motion is handled 

surprisingly well, too, considering there 
doesn’t seem to be much going on in 
the motion processing department. 

Turning to 2D material, the 
PS51D6900 continues to impress. 

The highlight remains the 
clarity of HO footage, 
which sparkles with detail 

and texture, yet never takes 
the sharpness so far that 
things start to look gritty. 

Colours are vivid but mostly 
natural too, aside from marginally 
yellow skin tones, while the set’s 

black level response is deep and 

natural. To put this latter point 
into perspective, Panasonic's 
GT30 and VT30 series both 
serve up deeper black levels still. 

But the PS51D6900 does well 
enough in this key department in 


order to still look cinematic when 
required, so the compromise versus 
the Panasonic models doesn’t 

seem unreasonable given the 
PS51D6900’s affordability. 

Another string to the 
PS51D6900’s bow is Its standard- 
definition upscaling. Good quality 
SO sources Look almost HD by the 
time the PS51D6900 has finished 
with them, and even quite poor 
sources look sharper without noise 
levels being exaggerated. 

Console gamers, meanwhile, will 

be pleased to hear that I measured 
just 35ms of input lag on the 
P551D6900 using its Game preset, 
which is low enough to cause few. 
if any, unfair deaths or missed 
platform jumps. 

Unlike many previous Samsung 
TVs, the PS51D6g00’s slender design 
doesn't prevent it from producing 

some solid sound quality to keep 
its pictures company. There’s a 
reasonably open mid range, bright 
trebles that seldom, if ever, sound 
harsh and even a smidgeon of bass 
around. Blimey. 


Awesome contender 

The PS51D6900 doesn't usurp 
Panasonic's GT30 and VT30 models 
from their position as the best 
performing 3D TVs around. 

But it’s still a very enjoyable watch, 
and with some excellent Smart TV 
features and aggressive pricing it 

makes it one of the 3D world's 
biggest bargains to date 
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VERDICT 


Samsung PS51D6900 

£1,000 Approx 

: i Lovely looks; exemplary Smart 

TV functions; good 2D and 3D 
pictures: good operating system 
Some crosstalk during dark 3D 
scenes: black levels could be deeper 
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INNOVATORS IN SOUND 



Celebrate with 


us 


KEF 50th Anniversary countdown starts now .. 





mvatwe, steolthy surround package i/nat tooks and rounds 

the part ■ its a decp/y /mmers^vc experience" 

T a 05. What H^-h? So jnd ana Vision - April 2011. 










KEF is nearly 50 years old and to 


If you like your music loud, clean 


celebrate weVe joined forces with and with serious bass energy, 


Go on! Get rid of those tired old 
speaker boxes and indulge in the 


some of our best retailers to give 
you a massive 20% off when you 
trade in your old loudspeakers 


go for a pair of the majestic Q900 
floorstanders and save C240I Or 
for cinema fans, upgrade to the 


ate St award-winning loudspeaker 
designs, technology and innovation 


against the multi-award winning Q super-slim T305 HomeTheatre 


andT series loudspeaker ranges. 


System and save a whopping £340! 


Find your nearest participating KEF 
retailer online or call 

0800 652 2696 


GP Acoustics 



Linrifted. Eccleston Ro^d^Tovil, MaicHstone. Kent ME 15 6QRU.1C 


Telephone: +44 {0) 1622 672261 Fax: +44 (0) 1622 7S06S3 


www.kefcom 
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Specifications 

3D: VK FULL HD: yes 1080p/24 

T uner: res Freeview HD, 
Component video: res^ one 
HDMI: VES vl .4 X 4 PC: snput: no 
Resolution: 1920 x 1080 
Sound: 2 x lOW Brightness (ctalmed); n/a 
Contrast ratio (claimed): 5,000,000:1 
Dimensions (w/o stand );1 020 (w) x 640(h) x 69(d) mm 

Weight (A'/o stand): 19.5kg 
Features: Ethernet connection; wi-fi ready (needs 
optional USB adaptor): dual USB: SD card slot: Dolby 
Digital Plus: Digital optical audio output: Scart socket: 
headphone jack; stereo phono x 2; composite video; 
Viera Connect including BBC iPlayer; YouTube, Skype 

and Acetrax; 8-day EPG 



HOME CINEMACHOICE SEPTEMBER 2011 



































































































































REV EWS 47 



Adrian Justins finds that, with a bit of patient tweaking, this 
no-frills, 3D-capable plasma acquits itself well 


AV/CV 

Product: 


Positioning: 


Peers: 



he P42ST30B is the most 
affordable Panasonic plasma 
yet to offer viewing in the third 


dimension, and in terms of both spec 
and looks, it is the runt of the brand’s 
3D plasma range, its appearance 
is somewhat unrefined with its 


grey-green screen, industrial-looking 
2in-wide gunmetal grey frame and 
slab of a pedestal for a stand, 

The plasticky remote control doesn’t 
help matters either, but at least 

the TV is solid enough to 
withstand knocks and 
St i cky paws. 

The connections roster is well up 
to snuff, though, with just about every 

analogue connection you could want, 

plus a digital optical output and four 
HDMIs (one side-facing). 

Multimedia duties are handled by 
two HDD/Flash memory compatible 

USB sockets and an SO card slot 


Extra mural entertainment is also 
provided by means of VieraConnect, 
In keeping with its budget status 
the P425T30B's picture adjustments 

are on the basic side, But it does offer 

some higher-end features such as 
600Hz sub-field drive iFC {Intelligent 
Field Creation) CATS (Contrast 
Automatic Tracking System) and 
P-NR (picture noise reduction). 

Panasonic just won’t change its 
entirely clunky GuidePLus-powered 
Freeview EPG. We've given it short 
shrift for several years, but our 

complaints fall on deaf ears. 

Nor will the brand win any prizes 
for the dated look of its onscreen 
menus or the inaccessible placing 
of the IFC off/mid/max button 


and Clear Cinema on/off controls. 


The P42ST30B is capable of 
serving up some superbly detailed 
HD images, but it's one of those 
screens that requires work to get 
the most out of it Human Planet on 


BBC HD Freeview shows that colour 



fidelity is accurate, contrast levels 
and shadow detail are strong and 
problems such as banding and colour 
flashes are negligible. 

Sored To Death (Sky Atlantic HD) 
features some rapid camera pans 
that are eradicated by engaging I PC's 

lowest setting without introducing 
detrimental artefacts in the process. 

The Blu-ray of No Country For Old 
Men provides a great test for IFC and 
it's good to find that this panel shows 
significant improvements over 
previous generations. With 24p 
Smooth Film set to Off, there’s slight 
judder and no image artefacts, set it 
to mid or max and there’s no judder 
with just a very slight halo trail. 

Turn it down 

Panel noise is clearly an issue, but it's 
more or less solvable. The noise of 
the vast skies in No Country For Old 
Men can be reduced by engaging 
P-NR at the cost of some minor 
softening. But ditch PNR if you 
want to extract maximum clarity. 

You’ll need to source your own 3D 
specs, and at around £100 a go, they 
aren’t cheap, but at least the brand's 
designs are now more comfortable. 

The other bit of good news is that 
the screen is a strong 3D performer. 
With the Monsters vs Aliens 3D 
Blu-ray disc, the scenes with strong 
vertical objects such as the Golden 
Gate Bridge show very little crosstalk 
so that you aren’t aware of any image 
lag. In terms of perspective and 
depth you can’t really go wrong with 
CGI for 3D, but Sky's 3D channel 
suffers through resolution loss. 

Aesthetic failings aside, the 

P42ST30B can reward you with 
an impressive viewing experience 
- but with similar-sized 3D models 
from LG and Samsung coming in 
a few hundred pounds cheaper, 
it might struggle to find buyers 



Tech Lobs 


Power consumption; watts 

71)0 JOD 


300 3QQ 



White screen; 

Arimpnowmenton 
last year's models in 
terms of power 

consumption 



Test footage: 

Power consumption 

drifts quite a lot 
- we measured an 

average IlOW with 
movie footage 


Co ntrast: rat i o Colour te mp: Kelvin 



Picture: 

Contrast in Cinema 
mode measured at 
56,000:1 with a 
luminance ofl6.3fL 


Presets: 
Ttiere are plenty of 
presets/settings - we 
rate the Cinema mode 
under the Normal 
preset as the closest to 

6.5 OOK 
Cool: 9.5 OOK 
Nonmal: 6.8 OOK 
Warm: 5,9 OOK 
Cinema (Normal): 

6,600 



VERDICT 


Panasonic TX-P42ST30B 

£1,200 


; ; Solid picture perfornnance; 

lack of artefacts with IFC; Viera 

Connect portal 
L . : Drab Styling; Freeview EPG 
issues; 3D specs not supplied 








I 
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48 DFNON DBP-2012UD £750 Approx www.denon.co.uk 



With its lofty price tag, Denon's DBP-2012UD will have to do a lot to lure 
Danny Philips away from the budget end of the Blu-ray market 
- and YouTube access isn't what he had in mind 
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T he DBP-ZOIZUD is built like Vin 

Diesel and boasts high-grade 

internal electronics that aim 
to deliver superior performance to 
the masses. The £750 price tag is as 
hefty as the player itself, but will be 
viewed as peace of mind for any Av 
enthusiast looking for a machine to 
satisfy their videophile aspirations. 

Apart from the headline 3D 
capability, this is also a universal 
player, which means it spins 
Super Audio CD and DVD-Audio, too. 


AV/CV 

Product: 

Positioning; 


Pee rs: 


A USB port and DLNA 1.5 

support also boost the deck's 

multimedia cred. 

The machine shares the same 
structural DNA as Denon’s reference- 
class DBP-4010UD, which has Direct 
Mechanical Ground Construction to 
suppress vibration. Plus the luxurious 
build extends to the chunky buttons 
on the fascia and the smoothly 
gliding disc-tray mechanism. 

Around the back, it's disappointing 

to find a single HDMI vl.4 port, which 



means owners of the DBP-2012UD 
with older AVRs will need to employ 
the 7.1 analogue outputs to enjoy 
HD audio and 3D pictures 
simultaneously. Elsewhere on that 
back panel you’ll find a separate set 
of analogue stereo outputs for pure 
audio playback, component and 
composite video ports and a coaxial 
digital audio output. The deck will 
also slot beautifully into a custom 
install setup with RS232 and remote 
control input/output. 


Stable net link 

An Ethernet port is your only gateway 

to you home network, as there's 

no built-in wi-fi or facility for adding 
it via a USB dongle. For £750, you 
might expect that option. 

Once plumbed in. though, I had 

no trouble streaming any of the 

supported formats during my test. 
You can also play them from external 
devices via the front USB port, 
or from discs. There's no MKV 
support, though. 

Onscreen presentation is simple 
but effective. The Home menu sports 
just four icons - Media Player, 
YouTube (greyed out on my sample, 
as it is a firmware update). Setup 
and Quit. Choose Setup and 
you’re greeted by a pleasant GUI 
with a bright colour palette 
and a straightforward structure. 

The cursor responds quickly to any 
command, making for a hassle-free 
user experience. The remote is 
co-operative too - each button 
is emblazoned with its function in 

shouty capital letters and logical 


r 



Specifications 


vfS 


I Ip r .^linc v'fstOlOSOp with Anchor 

Bay chip 
f’ wo Region B 
BD/R2 DVD 


' *1 
> L» 






‘ ’ MESi X Vl.4 

^ orripnnpnf yf s 

Ml ^ y£57.1 phono 

nl,n;vEsl X coaxial 

jACO/DVD-A vis/yfs 
D'.ill.iv T':jlHD/DTS-HC di:-(.0(,;ifi,H VEs/yfs 
Ijf'illiv IrupHP/PTS HI;bitst’prtiT: ye^yes 

Pr(;fi<e2,0. yKwith 1GB internal 

memory 
434(w)x 107(h) X 


Oimer.'ui: '• 


I 



'vvp:tirir 5.2kg 
1 .Mu'ti USB port; DLNA 1.5; 
DivX HD, MP3, WMA, AAC, WAV. 

JPEG, MPEG-1/2/4. WM V9 
playback from network or USB; 
AVCHD playback from DVD; 
YouTube access (firmware 
update); Anchor Bay ABT2015 

chip; video equaliser; 
Deep Colour: x.v.Colour; 
l92kHz/32-bit audio DACs; MLP 
decoding; Pure Direct mode: 

management; RS- 
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High breeding: 
Anti vibration 
tech inside has 
been inherited 
from Denon s 
reference- 
grade model 


placement of the frequently-used 
menu and playback controls lets 
you navigate intuitively. 

The set-up menu covers most 
bases, including straightforward 
network setup, rudimentary bass 
management settings for the 
multichannel analogue outs, HDMI 
settings (colour space/Deep Colour) 
and a couple of basic 3D options, 
although for the heavyweight picture 
adjustments you need to enter a 
separate menu. 

Th i s i s wh e re th e DBP-2 012 U D 
shows its true videophile colours, 

boasting a list of tweaks that 

stretches far beyond your average 
budget player. You can adjust the 
contrast, brightness, gamma, 
sharpness and hue, as well as 
individual white, black and setup 
levels and 3D, block and mosquito 
noise reduction. Your settings can be 
stored in five memory presets, which 
will be useful if you want to calibrate 
it for different viewing conditions. 

Loading times are in line with 
most other players on the market 
- our Tech Labs found it took 43 
seconds to load its test disc after 
hitting the Close button. However, 
the DBP-2012 does take a while to 
wake up, 


Maestro at work 

Picture performance is excellent. 

The Denon relishes the challenges 
posed by Inception, expertly eking 
out the detail in the movie’s globaI 
scenery as well as making those 
jaw-dropping CG shots of folding 
buildings and exploding shop fronts 
look staggeringly sharp. 

There's also depth and definition 
to the Denon's pictures that any 
self-respecting movie fan will revel 
in. Blacks are as solid as they come, 
colours are richly saturated, yet 
realistic, while edges are clean as 
a whistle. Add to this a subtlety of 

touch that allows delicate shading, 
textures and shadow detail to remain 


visible. These qualities also help 

produce dazzling 3D images, which 
are smooth and sharp without any 
major blurring or crosstalk issues. 

It's a slight shame, however, that you 

can't tweak the depth of the image 

like the latest Panasonic and 
Samsung decks. 

Play about with the picture 
settings and you can easily fine tune 
the picture to work in harmony with 
your display and room conditions. 

Where you will notice an 
improvement over the more 
affordable mass market machines 
is in audio quality. Rigged up to my 
sound system using the isolated 
analogue stereo outputs and with 
the Pure Direct mode engaged, 

the DBP-2012UD delivers 
silky music playback with 
beautifully crisp high 
frequencies, robust bottonh 
end and a tight midrange. 

Everything from U2’s chugging 

stadium rock anthems to intimate 

jazz pieces is handled with the sort 
of care and attention more closely 
associated with dedicated CD 
players - particularly when it comes 

to vocals, 

Listen to DVD-A or SACD via 
the HDMI port and it's spine-tingle 
central, too. Roxy Music's Avalon and 
Marvin Gaye's Let's Get /t On (both 
SACD) sound utterly seductive 
thanks to the finesse with which the 
Denon orchestrates the haunting 
surround sound info. 


Fuss-free and filmic 

The DBP-2012UD hits a home run on 
both picture and sound performance 
and, with its luxurious build quality, 
you’re certainly getting a lot of player 
for your money. Yes, its feature list 
isn’t in the same league as players 
costing much less (and the lack of 
wi-fi support is a pain), but the kind 
of people who value audio prowess 

and tank-like build might not be that 

fussed about accessing Flickr 


Tech Labs 


Power consumption: Watts 


2Q0 

300 

2W 

300 

100 

4[>D 

100 

400 

0’^ 

500 


500 


Idling; A sizable power 
consumption when the 
Denon is tic king over 
- but putting It in 
standby drops it down 

to under IW 


Powered: 
We measured no 
difference when the 
20I2UD spins a disc 



Loading: Boot/Java 



7sa 




Sound: 

The DBP-2012UD'S 
analogue audio jitter 

figure of 151 
picoseconds is 
commendable 


Boot speed & 
tray eject 



Tray Into 
ma I n 8 D men u 



Disc loading & iava: 

Quite slow to wake up 

from Standby 




VERDICT 


Denon DBP-2012UD 

£750 Approx 


:: Picture, sound and build 

quality: DLNA-certified 
■ No wi-fi; single HDMI port; no 

support for MKV files; no 

provision for wi-fi 


Perforn I’ll nee; 

D0S.an: 

Features: 
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T annoy is among the elder 

statesmen of the British 
speaker industry, and the ethos 
of its Prestige range of speakers has 
gone unchanged for half a century, 

taking the 'if it ain't broke, don't fix it’ 

dictum to a new extreme, More 
recently, the Arena series of sub/ 
satellite packages has been Tannoy’s 
offering in this extremely competitive 
category and the Highline 300 LCR is 
newly released and tested here. 

Unlike the original Arena that is a 
relatively stocky set of satellites with 
a dedicated centre speaker, the 300 
LCR system comprises five identical 
satellites. These each take the form 
of a GOcm-long, metal 'finger' with 
a fixed grill covering the drivers. Bach 
LCR contains four 3in drivers and a 
single 0.75in tweeter. Although 
relatively large for a ’satellite' speaker, 
the LCR is not full range, with Tannoy 
only quoting a frequency response 
down to 95Hz, 

Flexible positioning 

The advantage of the long slim 
design is that a 300 LCR is equally 
happy placed vertically as in a left or 
right hand position, or horizontally as 
a centre speaker. This makes for a 



AV/CV 

Prod uct; 


Posit i on Irig: 


Peers: 
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'• We reviewed 

the Arena 
package on 

stands, but it's 
been styled ior 
wall-mounti ng 

next to a 
flatscreen TV 


visually elegant solution and a 

sonically effective one. With all 

speakers sharing exactly the same 
driver complement and cabinet 
volume, their behaviour should 
be identical. This means that the 
handover from left to right and front 
to back should be seamless. 

Placing the 300 LCR's is a simple 
enough business as well. Tannoy says 
the design has been voiced with a 

view to wall mounting or at least 
for use close to a wall (hence their 
flatscreen TV-matching aesthetic). 

To this end. they are supplied with 
a wall bracket, and Tannoy has paid 

attention to recess the rear terminals 

for a flush fit (up until the point you 
want to use banana plugs anyway), 

A tabletop stand is supplied, as well 
as a c radle. for using a 30 0 LCR on 

its Side. A floorstand is also available 
and the review was carried out with 
all save the centre mounted on these. 

BASH-ful ampification 

The matching Highline TS300 
Subwoofer consists of a seated 
enclosure with a 300W BASH 
amplifier powering a lOin driver. 

As subwoofers go. this is an attractive 
unit with the driver concealed behind 
a grill and a relatively slim profile, 

A very well received feature is 
Tannoy's decision to turn the controls 
into a part of the design. The front 

panel features all of the controls you 

normally contort yourself around the 
back of the subwoofer to operate, 
with handsome chrome knobs for 
each. Unless you are concerned that 
children are going to wind the volume 
up to maximum when you’re not 
Looking, this makes a great deal of 
sense to me. Mounted with the driver 
to one side to reduce the footprint. 

the only minor gripe is that the feet 

and stands need to be extended a 
considerable distance to give the 
required clearance to the underside 
of the sub where the mains and LFE 

input are placed 

Fit and finish is very good. The 
metal-bodied satellites feel solid 
and are braced with what Tannoy's 
Differential Material Technology, 

which is designed to reduce 
resonance. The result is a hefty 
weight of 5kg per speaker. The 
gloss finish is excellent and gives 
the satellites a look and feel 

commensurate with the asking price. 
Purists may bemoan the lack of 
detachable grilles but, in reality, the 
the Highline's typical end-user won't 
want naked drivers on show. 

The brackets and stands are 
logical in terms of fitting and 
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Woofer mounting, although there is a 

Tannoy's TS30Q daunting moment when you open 


subwoofer 
marries a lOin 

driver to a 

300W amp 


the box to be confronted with 
something that looks like a Meccano 
kit. The good news is that most of 
the screws and fastenings stay in 

the box. Fitting the speakers to the 

stands proved sufficiently logical, 
although it was tricky to get a 
perfectly solid fit between speaker 
and stand. The resulting tower feels 

Stable enough and the newer version 


believable. Congested passages 

remain easy to follow. 

As the design would suggest, the 
handover from speaker to speaker 
is seamless, and coped well with 
the tweeters on the left and right 

speakers being at a significantly 

different level to the tweeter in the 
centre unit. The soundstage across 
the front is cohesive and superior. 
This is equally effective front to back 


Find the right spot 

The effect isn't perfect, however; 
the dispersion of the satellites seems 


quite narrow. The Tannoys will not 

produce as large a soundstage as 

some more conventional designs 
of a similar price and the result is 
that there is a definite sweetspot 
for listening, more so than some 

Other sub/sat designs. Placing the 
front left and right speakers wider 
apart with a little toe-in improved 
matters slightly, but didn't eliminate 
them entirely. 

The TS300 subwoofer is also a 
very civilised performer. Handover 
between it and the satellites is good 
and worked best at nearer 80Hz than 
the 95Hz suggested by the specs. 
Given the more muscular mayhem of 
Unstoppable, it manages to combine 
suitable heft with explosions while 
staying free of bloat and overhang. 

In an absolute sense, there are 
more ballistic performers, but few 
that also manage to Look as elegant 
as this combination does. Both the 
subwoofer and the satellites retain 
their composure when pushed hard, 

and they prove sensitive enough to 


of the stand (we’ve used an older 
model) will have a larger base, 
further improving stability. 

Setup of is simple. The voicing 

effort pays off as they seem to be 

unconcerned with being placed right 
up against walls or right into a corner, 
which can often seriously affect other 

satellites. The sub performed 

best towards the front of 

my room and didn't set off 
any of the resonances that 
can be provoked. An averagely 

competent auto setup program 

should be able to get the Arenas 
working well. 

The performance of the Highline 
system is very appealing. The King's 
Speech is given an insightful 
presentation, with the satellites 

retrieving the detail from the 
soundtrack extremely well, while 
managing to bring incidental 
effects out without Losing the 
all-important dialogue, Voices are 
well presented and manage to sound 


go pretty loud without any signs of 
undue strain from the amplifier, 

Given the company's long 
pedigree in two-channel hi-fi, it isn’t 

much of surprise to discover the 

Arena’s are very capable with music. 
The excellent tonality and insight into 
the mix makes fora convincing 
performance, although once again 
they don't produce the most 
extensive soundstage. 

The Arenas are a well considered 
speaker package that combines 
a very elegant design aesthetic with 

a level of performance that keeps 
more conventional designs honest, 
if I’m being really picky, there is 
always a sense that the Tannoy’s 
are a little too civilised where 
other designs would let rip, and the 
relatively narrow sweet spot could be 
an annoyance, but these should not 
detract from the wider whole. If you 
want a package that can entertain 
without dominating the room, the 
Arenas deserve an audition 



Specifications 

300 LCR Satellite 


rit: 4 x3in mid-bass, 
1X 0.75in tweeter 

Liii.,:_bu[e: Seated 

• :vv;- 95Hz-62kHz 
Seiisnvirv.87dB.2.83V@lm 

h'ov.p' 75W 

niiTion-icris: 590(h) X lOl(w) 

xl01(d)mm 

'vVeig''t:: 5kg 


reousncv i':" 


7S300 Subwoofer 

jiivcunii: 1 X lOin 
L '' c luiiU re: Side-fir i ng, sea ted 
requeriCy le^poi'ise: From29Hz (“6dB) 
Cnncsifi liO'.vpf: 300W RMS, BASH 

amplification 
Din'on'inn--; 445(h) x210(w) 

X 350(d) mm 

13kg 

actions: 1 X line-level phono 

LFE input 


•f .J*’-1^ 




ICO VERDICT 


Tannoy Arena Highline 300 system 

Approx £1,850 


Flexible design; smooth, 
detailed sound; good build quality 
Not always the most exciting 
performer; slightly narrow 

sound range 



HOME CINEMACt^OICE SEPTEMBER.2Q11 





















THE ULTSlAATeiN SOUND FORMUSJCAND HOME THEATEHf^ 


‘You will reach the limit of what you think is sane 
sooner than you wifi find any limit in the Signature SUB 2 
It’s an absolute Reference Status subwoofer, and I love it ’ 

Adam Rayner HOC #783 


At Paradigm we know how to make great subwoofers, 
and there is something for everyone in our 20 strong 
range. 



Starting at £269, the PDR series delivers stunning bass 
performance at unprecedented value. The Signature 
Series crowns the range with the mind-blowing SUB 2, 
which is the world’s most powerful subwoofer*. 



Signature 

No compromise design offering 

unrivalled performance 


Add to this the performance improving power of Paradigm’s 
Perfect Bass Kit**, and you are ensured of the best bass 
performance for your budget from Paradigm subwoofers. 


"connected to a 240 mit line "'ai/ailabte on all subwoofers except the PDR range 



Series 

Affordable stepping 

stone to the world 
of high-end audio 




MilleniaSub 

Unique vibration cancelling 
design fits anywhere whilst 


delivering mighty bass 


Seismic Series 

Design innovation for 
maximum performance 
from a minimal footprint 


Studio Series 

High-end design 
driven by the three ‘L's’... 
Louder, Lower frequency 
& Lower distortion bass 


















































choosing a home cinema system is 
a potential minefield that must be 


negotiated 



great care or safely 


avoided by letting experts guide you 
If you want to end up with a system 


that, as a minimum, meets your 


expectations in terms of picture and 
sound quality, reading magazine 
product reviews and choosing the 
recommendations, five-star favourites 


or best buys can only ever be part of 
the answer at best. Looking for the 
cheapest price and having a system 
delivered to your door, even with a 
"knowledgeable" friend to help set it 
up, is a well-trodden path to 
disappointment. 


Ihere is a bewildering choice of components 
on the market today and also different ways 
in which components can be installed and 
connected together. Which sort of visual 
system do you go for? Projector and screen, 
or plasma, LCD or LEO TV? 3D or non-3D? 

Full lOSOp capability is now the only 
sensible choice but the appropriate source 
components, such as a 61 u-ray player, need 
to be part of the equation. The sound 
performance of a system is also hugely 
important, even more so if you will be 
listening to music, or music DVD's, through 


the same system. If so, you need an amp 
that approaches the perlormance ot a decertt 
2-channel hi-fi amp, which is not that easy to 
find. Having an amp with the right inputs for 
the best connectivity is essential but you will 
also need to decide on a 5.1 or 7.1 speaker 



system, passive or active sub and, 
where they wilt be sited for the 
In short, it's complicated and very fertile 
ground for getting ft wrong. 


ACHIEVING POTENTIAL 


To select a system, you could choose a 
collection of 'Best Buy' components in the 
hope that they will be a great combination. 
Maybe, but probably not. You could buy a 
pre-packaged ali-in-one system from one 
manufacturer. This is almost certainly not the 
best route either as you will miss oul on 
enormous polenliaf. From inlormal surveys 


conducled, it appears highly likely that the 
majority of home cinema systems selected 
and installed on a DIY basis (that is without 
professional input) are performing at way 
below their optimum level lo compound 


matters, most are also ill-matched to the 


room in which they are installed and are, in 
reality, the wrong system. Without 
considerable knowledge or experience, high 
quality home cinema is not a suitable DIY 
activity. 


Our aim must be to buy a home cinema 
system that will provide an excellent picture 


quality plus an audio delivery that will match, 
or even belief, the commercial cinema 
experience. It must be exciting, reliable and 
deliver true value for money. 


WHAT AND WHERE TO BUY 


To ensure a home cinema system is right for 
you, where do you start? Here's an important 
lip ...don't start with WHAT, start with 
WHERE. There's only one way to give yourself 


and that's through a specialist AV dealer. It's 
possible you have preconceived ideas that 
put you off visiting one. Although you would 
welcome the advice and guidance, you don't 

know the technical jargon. You don't want to 
be talked down to. Your friend has said they 


only sell expensive gear and they're not 


interested if you don't have a big budget. 
They're expensive. These are just myths. 


Most specialist AV dealers are running their 
business because, above all, home cinema is 


their hobby. They spend a large portion of 


their time 



systems to get the 



possible results. They know the component 
combinations which don't gel together and, 
conversely, they know the combinations 
which give the best performance within a 
given price range, very importantly, they 



know how lo gel a system working to its 
optimum. But they all also know the system 
must suit you. 





































LISTED BELOW ARE 20 OF THE BEST AV SHOPS IN THE COUNTRY. 

They have been selected because they are known to do an excellent job in guiding customers towards home 
cinema systems that will provide years of superlative performance and total satisfaction. 


BUYING OR BEING SOLD TO? 


There are dealers around, web based or 


otherwise, who will sell you anything you 
are willing to pay for. They may be a 
cheaper but that's all they offer. Now 




I 

s 


a carefully selected group of long-established 
specialist dealers who are totally committed 
to putting the customer first. Their idea of 



is to 



your requirements. 



1 ^ 


their advice, give you the best options, then 

play the systems for you and allow you to be 
the judge. You'll probably be surprised and 
almost certainly, telieved to discover how 
easy it is to see and hear the differences 
between components and between systems 


You'll be able to make a clear and 



decision about what to buy. 


The story doesn't end there. These shops 
won't abandon you once you've put your 
hand in your pocket. They won't leave you to 
set up the system you've selected as best 
you can. They'll install it in your home, make 
sure it performs to its best, and ensure you're 
entirely happy with the way it works. Why? 
Because a high proportion of these dealers' 
custom comes through people who have 
bought from them before, either directly or 
by recommendation, It's vita! to them to get 
it right for you. 


GETTING THE BEST DEAL 


Unless you've got money to burr, you'll 
be living with your new system for years. 
Most of these dealers offer much longer 
equipment guarantees than provided by the 
manufacturer, a very worthwhile benefit, but 
it also makes it in the dealer's interest to 



ensure high build quality and reliability. 

you could save a few pounds by 
buying piecemeal but you'll lose out on Ihe 
overall package. As far as the dealers are 

, they believe that taking care of 
their customers properly is a far better way 



boxes, 


OUR TOP 20 UK SPECIALIST AV DEALERS 



Chelmsford RAYLEIGH HI-FI SOUND 6 
VISION 

216 Moulsham Street. 012^5 265245 
www.rayleighhjfi.com 

Colchester RAYLEIGH HI-FI SOUND Gr 
VISION 
33 Sir 



WWW. 


'S Walk. 01206 577682 


.com 




Kingston-upon-Thames INFIDELITY 

9 High Street, Hampton 
020 8943 3530 
www.infidelity.co.Lk 

Maidenhead AUDIO VENUE 

36 Queen Street. 01628 633995 
www.audiovenue.com 

Rayleigh, Essex RAYLEIGH HI-FI SOUND 
& VISION 

44a High Street. 01268 779762 

Custom Install Dept. 

01268 776932 
www.fayleighhffi.com 

Southend-on-Sea RAYLEIGH HI-FI 
SOUND £r VISION 

132/4 London Road. 01702 435255 
www.rayleighhifi.com 

Tunbridge Wells KENT HOME CINEMA 

69 London Road, Southborough. 

01892 535007 

www.kenthomecinenna.co.uk 

LONDON 

Ealing AUDIO VENUE 

27 Bond Street, 020 8567 
www.audiovenue.com 

N1 GRAHAMS HI-FI 

190a New North Road. 020 7226 5500 
www.grahams.co.uk 



SW11 ORANGES ft LEMONS 

61-63 Webbs Road, Battersea. 

020 7924 2040 
www.oandihifi.co.uk 

MIDLANDS 

Coventry FRANK HARVEY HI-FI EXCELLENCE 

163 spon Street. 024 7652 5200 
www.f ran kha rvey.co.u k 

Nottingham CASTLE SOUND fr VISION 

48/50 Maid Marian Way. 0115 9584404 
www.castlesoundvision.com 

Solihull MUSIC MAHERS 

93-95 Hobs Moat Road. 0121 742 0254 
www.musicmatters.co.uk 

NORTH 

Chester ACOUSTICA 

17 Hoole Road. 01244 344227 
www.acoustka.co.uk 

York SOUNO ORGANISATION 

2 Gillygate. 01904 627108 
www.soundorg.co.uk 

SCOTLAND 

Aberdeen HOLBURN HI-FI 

441 Holburn Street. 01224 585713/572729 
www.holburnhifi .CO, uk 
Glasgow GLASGOW AUDIO 
135 Great Western Road. 

0141 332 2200/4707 
www.glasgowaudfo.com 


CEDIA 



H % > -r ^ 


^ ]i ■' liri N I rf Ii3 l1 i. 
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Can £800 really buy you a quality hi-def home cinema projector? According 
to bigscreen behemoth John Archer, indeed it can 


U sually projectors that cost less 

than £800 are either aimed 
at the business/education 

markets or absolutely rubbish. 

And there can be no hiding place for 
shoddiness when you’re watching 

a picture that's lOOin wide or more. 

With this in mind, I was wary of 
the inFocus SP8600. But then 
scepticism changed to enthusiasm 
when I found out it uses a DarkChip 3 
(DC3) chipset. This is a generation 
on from the DarkChip 2 system 
usually found in budget DIP PJs 
(such as the recently reviewed 
BenQ WllOO -HCC #197), and 

typically delivers benefits over the 
DC2 in terms of colour response, 
noise levels and. especially, contrast. 

The other key part of the 
5P8600’5 optical system is a 

three-speed, six-segment (RYGCMB) 
colour wheel, which should help 
single-chip DLP’s rainbow effect. 



Tech Labs 

Power consumption: Watts 




White screen: 

Power ccnsumption 
Increases to 275Wwitti 
'Boost'lamp node 

activated 


Test footage: 

There's a mi nimai 
difference with movie 
footage - consumption 

stays the same 
regardless of content 


Contrast: ratio Colour temp: Kelvin 



Picture: In the default 
'Bright'mode, we 
measured contrast at 
2,100:1, with luminance 

at36,4fL Post 
calibration, contrast 
reduced to U 00:1 


Presets: 
'Normal' picture mode 
gave the most accurate 
colour temperature 
Normal: 6,700K 
Cool: 7,40 OK 
Cooler a,iOOK 
High Cool: 8,50OK 
Lamp Native: 6,70OK 

Warm: 5,100K 


Colours, meanwhile, ought to 

benefit from the inclusion of 

UNISHAPE lamp technology - here, 
the lamp continually adjusts its 
output to match the colour segment 
in play on the colour wheel. 

Meanwhile, the SPSeOO’s 
connectivity includes a handy two 


HDMIs and a 12V tri gg er output in 

short, there’s really nothing on the 

SP8600's spec sheet that betrays 
its decidely cheap market position. 

Maybe its build quality is shoddy? 
It's certainly not the prettiest 

projector around, with some rather 
plasticky, gloss-free black bodywork. 


VI 






The SP8600's DarkChip 3 chipset is 
normally found on more costly models 



itit'k'k 
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AV/CV 

Product: 


Positioning: 


Peers: 


But It's small enough to store a 

cupboard when not in use, and it’s 
got sufficient curves not to look ugly 
when sat on a coffee table. 

The SP8600 backs up its 
usefulness in relatively 'rough and 
ready' environments by carrying a 
built-in speaker system, leaving an 
1800 Lumens brightness output 
figure as the only thing concerning 
me on its spec sheet, A figure this 
high can be a good thing with a 
'normal', more expensive projector. 
But the concern with a model as 
cheap as the SPSbOO is that its 
brightness will overwhelm its 

contrast, leading to poor black levels. 
Setting up the machine reveals 
that it doesn't have any vertical 
optical image shift, TTiis is entirely 
normal at the 5P8600's price point. 

but I mention it because it means 
many people will have to use 


keystone correction to straighten 

the sides of their picture - a process 
which effectively results in distorting 
the source image a little. 

Optical zoom is limited, too, at 
just 1.2x. but the SP8600 does 

provide plenty of fine tuning options. 

including gamma controls and 
colour management. 

As hoped, the DC3 Chipset 

helps the 5P8600 perform 
ridiculously well for its 

money. Detail reproduction from 
the stellar Blu-ray of the Coen 
brothers' True Grit is superb, with, for 
instance, the textures in background 
wallpapers and every strand of the 
film’s unfeasible amounts of facial 
hair being excellently rendered. 

The image’s contrast is 
exceptional for a projector at this 

price point, too. The high brightness 

rating pushes whites and bright 




lFullHD:VESl080p24 

Component video: vesI HDMI: vk 2 x vl3 
PC input: nes 1 x D-Sub )2V trigger: vk I 
Resolution: 1920 x 1080 Brightness (daimed): 1800 Lumens 

Contrast ratio (claimed); 5,000:1 
Dimensions: 326(w) xl04(h) x 254(d) mm 

Weight: 3.5kg 

Features: Primary and secondary colour management; 

xl.2 optical zoom; high/low lamp modes: noise 
reduction; gamma settings; colour temp/flesh tone 
adjustment: 30dB fan noise; 2,500-hour lamp life 


colours, as expected but, contrary to 

my fears, it doesn’t stop black levels 

during dark scenes from looking 
reasonably believable and natural. 
There are plenty of El ,000-plus 
projectors that don’t deliver dark 

scenes such as True Gnt's nighttime 

shack shoot-out as convincingly as 
does the SP8600. 

Motion is handled well, with no 
severe motion blur or judder issues. 

and rainbow noise is only noticeable 

when very bright objects appear 
against very dark backgrounds. 
Vyhich is to say, not very often. 

For the most part, other types of 

noise, such as dot crawl and grain, 

are decently suppressed, 

The only bizarre exception 
appeared during one of my favourite 
test scenes, the main card game in 

Casino ffoya/e (the Daniel Craig 
version). During this sequence, the 
heavily filtered skin tones broke down 
into quite excessive blocking noise 
- a phenomenon I couldn't repeat 

with any other disc. And I tried a lot 
of 'em. There must be something 
about that Casino Royaie colour tone 
specifically that upsets the SPB600. 
Thankfully for fans of the Bond 

movie, inFocus has developed a 

firmware fix you can download and 
apply to the projector yourself that 
can kick the noise into touch. 

Aside from the minor rainbowing 

and fixable noise issue, the 
only complaint I can level at 
the SP8600's pictures is that dark 
scenes look slightly hollow, thanks 
to a shortage of shadow detail. 

Cue a reminder of the SP8600 's 
sub-£800 price - i expect issues like 
that at this price point. But i don't 
expect a performance so rewarding. 
The InFocus is therefore a home 
cinema bargain of quite ridiculous 
proportions. Get in! 




VERDICT 


inFocus SP8600, 
£800 Approx 

Good value and general 
picture quality; flexible picture 

settings: long warranty 
Minor rainbowing: dark scenes 

can lack shadow detail 
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before in the UK 


B randing is funny stuff. We 

expect some gravitas with 
excellent products - being 
too flippant about something of 
high-quality tends to put us Brits 

right off. There’s been a huge fuss 

about chavs wearing Burberry and 
‘devaluing’ the brand, for instance. 

Not so the Germans. These 
speakers are made in Germany by 

in-car brand, Magnat, which has 
never seen fit to change its cartoony 
logo font. Even on its £25K-a-pair 
flagship home cinema speaker. 

Yet don't be put off by that comedy 

typeface; Magnat knows its onions. 

and the brand’s home cinema stable 
has long since gone off on its own 
development curve, offering some 
tremendous technology for the price. 
Reviewed here is the Quantum 
650 series - big brothers to Magnat's 
Quantum 550 and 600s, yet junior 
to the top-end Quantum 1000 set, 
They're distributed in the UK by 
BGAudio Ltd, which can be reached 
on 01923 853211, 



Classic lineup 

The tested speaker array is simple 

and classical in design. The Quantum 
657 front towers are dual-ported to 
the back, with big open-mouthed 
curvy ports which Magnat calls 
Airflex™, One of the bigger drivers 

is coupled up to the tweeter as a 
mid-bass driver, while the other two 
drivers of the same size are used for 
bass. You get a bi-wire/biamp set 
of posts to the rear - and if you do 
divide up the speaker with two wires, 
removing the supplied jumpers, 
a passive crossover inside will sort 
out the ‘hoch' from the 'mitt'. 

The 653 bookshelves, used as 
rears, have just the equivalent of the 
upper section of the 657s - the mid- 
and high- driver - and the 63 centre 
uses a brace of midbasses in a 
smaller 5.25in size straddling the 
same tweeter used all round. 

The latter is a sexy piece of kit 
for such a low-price set of speakers. 

It has Ferrofluid in its voice coil gap 
and uses a fabric dome. Soft fabric 
domes generally sound nicer than 
harder ones (unless they are costly 
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Little devils; 

The tweeters 
benefit from 
being housed 
in stubby horns 


examples, or made of Diamond - 

which is the same thing, i suppose), 

while the magnetic ‘liquid-iron’ stays 
solidly in the gap in the magnet, 
serving to rapidly conduct heat away 
from the coil It won't squeeze up and 

heat up like air does, compressing 
in the gap. All this technical 
cleverness adds up to a 
tweeter that can go louder 
for longer, be less stressed 
and better-sounding with 
low power compression. 

This is normal on more expensive 
speakers, but not what you 
necessarily expect to see at this level. 

The 625A subwoofer stands on 
feet above its own plinth. This is good 
as it means the maker understands 
bass and hasn’t just boxed up a driver 
with an off-the-shelf amp plate from 
a factory. Magnat has fired the driver 
down onto a solid wooden platform, 
so it has to squeeze out of the 
surrounding gap at the bottom. Done 
right, this is like compressing 
explosives for better results, and 
makes the two gas-flowed rear ports 
really breathe some lows out. 


Alien resurrection 

After finally downloading my Father's 
Day gift sci-fi comedy Paul, to my 
iPod (I adore the Triple-Play disc 
concept, but wish Apple would speed 
up..,), it was time to run the 
traditional Blu-ray platter through 
these floorstanders. 

Setting the subwoofer is dead 
easy. You just get a 50Hz-150Hz 
sweepable crossover knob, a gain 
knob and a regular 0-180“ phase 
flipper switch. This is always worth 


a go. If one way sounds better, then 

it's correct in that phase, in that spot, 

in your room. It's really that simple. 
Connections area high-level stereo 
speaker input set of binding posts 
and a single LFE phono input. 

The eponymous star of the film 
is an alien who crashed in Roswell 
in New Mexico in 1947 and has been 
trying to escape ever since. The 
movie opens in '47, when we learn 
how the character got his name while 
experiencing the UFO crash. And 
sadly, we find the Limit of this 5.1 
system immediately. The subwoofer. 

While the Magnat 625A Quantum 

has 275W of power, it's not enough 
for a crashing spaceship when the 
rest of this array is winging it in over 
your head. Despite there being some 
hint of a limiting circuit in the 

multi-language manual, the sub 
simply ran out of grunt and farted. 

I turned it down significantly and 
to be fair, as my son carried on 
watching the rest of the movie 
(which I actually went to the flicks 
to see, despite the cheap projectors) 
the house was gently rumbling along. 
But for this system, I would want a 
brace of these woofers in my room. 

These speakers are deeply 

articulate and are very good at 
sensible levels. With a sweet 
textured detail to the upper mids and 
highs, the clever tweeters also get 

some acoustic benefit from living in 

little stubby horns. Unfortunately, the 
sound can become a bit hard and 
brittle if you drive them over- 
enthusiastically.but again, for the 

sub-£2K price tag, you can’t expect 
perfect detail and limitless power. 

So, the Magnats’ scale and might 
departments are lacking compared 
to a big system that has a driver with 
a high surface area. But at all other 
times, you will get a really well- 
placed soundstage, with horribly 
difficult instruments to reproduce, 
such as closely mic-ed plucked 
guitars and pianos, all sounding 
delicious, sweet and accurate. 

This deft touch is well shown off 
as the two geeks (Simon Pegg and 
Nick Frost) meet Paul for the first 

time. He looms out of the darkness 
slowly and we hear his voice, quietly 
spoken, before we see him. 'v'ou can 
almost hear the space around them 
in the Nevada desert night. 

Overall, these are a really serious 
proposition if fidelity matters most 
and they fit your budget. The array 
sounds great with music, too, and the 
sub's shortcomings are less apparent 
on films without explosions. Which, 
I’ve been told, do exist,.. 
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”4 Specifications 

Magnat Quantum 657 towers 

L - :■,' !i.' 2 X 6,5inceramic- 

aluminium cone midbass; 1 x 6,5in 
ceramic-aluminium coned driver as 
midrange; 1 x 1.2in cloth dome tweeter 
with Ferrofluid cooling and damping 
L ■ • 1I: j re: 3 -way, dual rea r-po rted 
I [iquenLv'R-'- ■ • 20Hz-50kHz 
Ser-i livv: g3dB (2.83V @ Im) 

h.iiiii,i' : 200-350W 
Cir; s:202(w)x 1080(h) X 

316Cd)mm 

Wd(;h::18.5Kg 


141', 


Magnat Quantum Centre 63 

Dri'.T:U" I';-; 2 X 5.25inceramic- 
aluminium cone midbass drivers; 
1 X 1.2in cloth dome tweeter with 
Ferrofluid cooling and damping 
Fririosi,-?; 2-way rear-ported 
Frrqrjnnfy 32Hz-50kHz 

Snn^iLiv'itv: 91dB (2.S3V @ Im) 

or 1-41 id! •t;: 100-180W 
Dirr;yn‘-ic,i:,: 490(w) x 175(h) x 

280(d) mm 
if’ht: 9.5Kg 

Magnat Quantum 653 surrounds 

1 X 6.5in ceramic-aluminium 
cone midbass: 1 x 1.2in cloth dome 
tweeter with Ferrofluid cooling and 

damping 

Lri:l.':j;;L 2-way rear-ported 
; It j U 0 11 fj: 3 0 Hz- 50 kHz 


! » 



crquci lu V 

Ssrid! iviiv': 91 dB (Z83V @ 1m) 

i-ar'idli 'p: 100-180W 
■) -ip 'sirnr,: 202(w) x 350(h) x 

280{d)mm 
'vV'.’iM 6.5Kg 

Magnat Quantum 625A subwoofer 

Driva Unit: One lOin long-throw woofer 
r! I: [ rjs „ ■ a Down- fi ri ng 0 n to i t S Own 

plinth, rear vented via dual ports 

■‘raci!:,:jn;:v i 'esponsi-' ]9Hz-300Hz 

Ct: 270W 

D '''•.inn-: 360(w) X 535(h) 

X 420(d)mm 
''.■■,'0 i.'=v ’.: 19.5Kg 

L n n n £ L : a Phono m o n o LFE i n put, 

and speaker level input via 

binding posts 



KCC VERD CT 


Magnat Quantum 650 Series 

Approx £1,700 

r i- . Delicious clarity and articulacy 
at sensible levels: value for money: 

sturdy cabinets 
Low-frequency performance is 


lacking; uninspired design 

Fi. i r.'i (TidliC >r. 

U:7-;.r;n. 0 























Raumfeld speaker with iPhone App 

Amazing sounding wireiess HiFi compact 

system U p to 120 watts 

Use your iPhone and iPod Touch to oomfortably operate your multi room 
Raumfeld audio streaming system. Download the App, pick your music and 
you’re off! Wireless receiver and amplifier included in each speaker. The easi¬ 
est way to enter the world of wireless music streaming - Raumfeld by Teufel! 


Teufel Advarttagesr 

S week test listen with full return rights | 12 year guarantee on speakers | 
Direct sales, right from the source | Check out our site and choose your set at 

www.teufelaudio.co.uk 


Price is exacl on day of publication.. For cuFrent prices, -criech out our websrte al www.leijfelatJdio.OD.uh 
































Full HO: yKl080p/24 3D: vtsand 2D-3D conversion 
Tuner: yes, Freeview HD Component: ves 
HDMI: y^ES 4 x vl.4 Resolution: 1920 x 1080 


Sound: 30w (2x15W) Brightness (claHTied}: N/A 


Dynamic Contrast ratio: ‘Mega’ 

Dimensions; 933(w) x 549(h) x 30(d) mm 
Weight: 10.7kg 


Features; Edge LED backlight; Ultra Clear Panel; 
Motion Plus; USB media playback; integrated wi-fi; 
Smart Hub portal featuring BBC iPlayer, YouTube, 
LOVEFiLM. Explore 3D and more; Ethernet connect! 
built-in web browser 
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Product: 


Positioning: 


Peers: 



S amsung's40UED6530 LED 

puts forward such a convincing 

case to be crowned Britain's 

Best Value 3D LED TV, there really 
doesn't seem much point considering 
anything else. 

tt sells fora mere £1.100 (or less) 
yet delivers a top notch Freeview HD 
picture, is 3D ready (obviously), can 
record onto an external USB hard 
drive, has integrated wi-fi and offers 
access to the brand's rapidly evolving 
Smart Hub apps and IPTV portal. 

Of course, there are some caveats 
that are worth knowing before you 
buy, so keep reading. 


Pretty as a picture 

Some might say it’s even prettier 
than the brand's Series 7 and 8 
models, The transparent super-thin 
bezel and crystal neck are elegant 

in the extreme. 

This screen does a sensational 


job with high quality 2D feeds from 
Blu-rayand HDTV channels. 

There’s no overt luminance noise, 
nor ‘soft drink fizz' in its pictures, just 


glorious, velvety clarity Tll0 set's 

black level is deep, while 
shadow detail is acute 


enough to reveal a black 
kitten in a coal scuttle. 


With Motion Pius turned off, 
the native motion resolution of this 
panel rests at about 875 lines. With it 
engaged, it jumps to a full 1080 lines. 
However, the various processing 
modes available can create smudgy 
motion artefacts around certain 
moving objects. Motion Pius also 
removes picture judder, but affects 
the visual texture of celluloid, making 
all feature films look as if they were 
shot on video, It’s worth trying out the 
custom settings here. You might find 
the best solution is to keep turning it 

Off and On. depending on the 
programme material you’re watching. 


Stereoscopic performance is 
entertaining, but not technically 
outstanding. There is clear double 
imaging in some 3D sequences, most 
noticeable on high contrast outlines, 
The set offers adjustment tweaks for 
3D Perspective and 3D Optimisation. 

but these merely move the problem 
to and from the screen plane. On the 
plus side, its 3D images are bright 
despite Active Shutter eyeware, while 
colour vibrancy is undimmed, 

Samsung has a great portal 

playground. Its Smart Hub offers 
a torrent of VoD from YouTube, 
LOVERLM, Daily Motion, BBC iPlayer 
and Acetrax, You’ll also find the 
brand's exclusive Explore 3D service, 
which disgorges free 3D movies and 
trailers with reckless abandon. The 
quality of this side-by-side streaming 
3D is surprisingly good. 

However. Smart Hub’s social 
media component is a little awkward. 
To log into Facebook or Twitter you 
need to set up a separate access 
account with Samsung itself. 

This is a bit of a drag. Several days 
after creating my account, I forgot the 
password. When prompted, the TV 
offered to send me a temporary one, 
but this failed to arrive and I never 

bothered to log on again. 

More positively, the screen offers 
a great built-in browser that supports 
Flash and also maintains a live TV 
window, so you can watch and surf 

at the same time. 

There’s wide ranging media 
streaming for music and video files. 
The most comprehensive media 
support comes via local USB, 
so if you have MKVs you’ll need to 
manually transport your files to the 
TV on a thumb drive. 

Overall, the 40UED6530 is a 
ridiculously tasty screen for the 
money. Its image quality alone makes 
it a dish worth ordering 


> Tech Lobs 


Power consumption; watts 


AOO 

500 


White screen; 

With our standard 
lOOIRE full white 
display, power 
consumption is less 
than you would expect 
for a set of this size 


Test f ootage: 

Typical movie footage, 
the 40U E D6530 
averages only 46W 
- excelient power 
measurement 




Contrast; ratio Cotoyrtemp; 




Actual 

117,700:1 



Picture: Once 
calibrated, we 
measured contrast at 
117.0 00:1 wit h a 
luminance of 34,3fL In 
Dynamic mode, 
contrast jumps to 

401,000:1 


Presets: 
Off the four CT presets. 

Warm 2 is Closest to 
6,500K - manual RGB 
tuning Is possible 
Cool: 12.100K 
Standard: 8,700K 
Warm 1:7.3 OOK 
Warm 2:6.3DOK 
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VERDICT 


Samsung LIE40D6530 

£1,100 Approx 

: Sharp HD image quality; 
content-rich Smart Hub portal; 

integrated wi-fi 
, No 3D glasses; mild 3D 
crosstalk: social media is a faff 
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P anasonic’s 5C-BTT775 is a 

multi-talented home cinema 

beast, offering 3D Blu-ray 
playback, HDMI switching, a 
smattering of Smart TV services 
and a complete 5,1 surround sound 
system with the option to add extra 
wireless surround back speakers. 

Like the subwoofer, the cylindrical 
tallboy speakers feel solid enough, 
but attaching them to their stands 
is a bit of a faff. Nor is the end result 
that appealing - they have a 
tendency to wobble, 

While the system is no catwalk 
queen, at least the menu has a 
contemporary took with icons that 
pulse when selected. Colour-coded 
speaker plugs make set up simple. 

CGI movies often have the most 
inventive soundtracks and provide 
ideal workouts for surround sound 
systems, and the Monsters Vs Aliens 
3D Blu-ray has several scenes that 
prove how adept the SC-BTT775 is 
in the audio department. At the start 
of the scene where Susan is chased 
through downtown San Francisco, 
a piece of paper blows across the 
screen from front right to rear left, 
breaking the silence, it's a visual 3D 

trick, but its movement is enhanced 

by the journey of the fluttering 
sounds across the soundscape. Then, 
as you hear the thumping strides of a 
giant robot, the room starts to vibrate 
as the sub/sat combo gradually wells 
up. But everything is nicely controlled, 
as Susan’s breath can still be clearly 
heard through the centre channel. 
Furthermore, the clunk of a lamp 

post hitting the ground is bombastic 

enough to startle you, and the cooing 
of pigeons can clearly be heard from 
the rears. However, as Susan 
approaches Golden Gate Bridge and 
the orchestration of the music starts 
to dominate, it becomes less clear 
where sounds are coming from and 
the system feels a little overwhelmed. 

I opted to turn it down. 

Fantastic Four's DTS-hd Master 
soundtrack lacks the sonic craft of 
Monsters Vs Aliens, but still comes 
through with gusto. Dialogue such 
as Ben's self-pitying muttering on 
the Brooklyn Bridge is pin-sharp, but 
at higher volume the centre channel 
starts to sound a tad harsh. And as 
the crash scene unfolds, you realise 
how the system's beanpole speakers 

don't quite have the welly to cope 
with cacophonous sounds. The sub 
fares better - with AvataFs DTS-HD 
Master soundtrack the opening 
shot of the space ship is given 
tremendous impact by the 
thunderous rumble of its engines. 


One of the BTT775'5 many 

claimed talents is Cinema Surround 

Plus, which aims to deliver a 
22-channel effect via a lot of virtual 
height and width tomfoolery. 

The results are noticeable, with 
certain material, but whether it really 
adds to the audio experience is 
debatable. AV purists will choose 
to avoid it. 

Classy visuals 

All of these discs are complemented 
by superb visuals. The BTT775's 
player matches standalone decks in 
serving up some first-class images, 
with outstanding clarity, colour 
fidelity and contrast. Even the built-in 
upscaier makes a decent fist of 
turning standard-def DVDs into 
highly watchable pseudo-HD ones, 

although what classics such as 

The Long Good Friday gain in 
resolution they lose in some softness. 

In general, 3D playback 
is excellent but 2D to 3D 
conversion is only partially 

successful. Early on in Avatar 
when Sully emerges from his tong 
sleep, the hangar stretches far into 
the distance and can look amazing 

on a good 3D deck. Here, when 
converted from 2D it does look 
convincing, but can’t match the 
real deal for impact. Similarly, the 
floating insects in the Na'vi jungle 
don’t ping out like they should. 

That said, it’s a better 3D experience 
than Sky’s 3D broadcast. 

When watching 3D you can play 
with the depth setting and impose 

a vignette of varying thickness and 

colour. This softens the edges and 
reduces eye strain, but can distract 
from the picture itself, particularly 
if you select red, blue or grey for 
the border. Moreover, it doesn’t 
work with letterbox movies. 

The BTT775’s multimedia 
potential is a bit underwhelming. 
Unlike Panasonic's new TVs which 
feature the improved VieraConnect 
service, this all-in-one system 
carries the first-gen VieraCast service. 
This includes YouTube, Twitter, 

Skype and Acetrax, but sorely lacks 
iPlayer, And, despite DLN A capability. 

I was unable to get the BTT775 
to talk with my Windows 7 laptop, 
nor would its iPod player recognise 
my iPod Touch, which is listed 

as being compatible. 

Overall, the SC-BTT775 is 
a decent starter system for the 
fledgling home cinema fan. It 
does well visually and is no slouch 
sonically- but the build quality and 
vintage online portal disappoint 


Tech Labs 


Power consumption: Watts 

2DD KH) 


2410 3C0 

ICO 400 

o ' 500 

Idling: Vou might want 
to pot the system into 

standby 


IDD 4QQ 



Playing; We measured 
real world, average 
consumption at 95W 


Loading: Boot/Java 

Soot speed & 
tray eject 


■ 

Tray in to 
main BD menu 



Disc loading & Java: 

Booting takes 
longer than a 
standalone player 




■ 
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Specifications 

5 D ;i i .r 1:: its a n d 2 D-3 D 

■v'liJoo UD VES Up tO lOSOp 

Region B BCVR2 DVD 

) il: vrs 2 X vl,3 in. 1 x vl.4 out 

CI'” \z on 0 n r v i fi 00: no 
'vii.it If[Mrit'o! [ihnnoa" liO'Aio 

cl ai.;i:iio:woptical in X1 

Dolbv Tu' i-;C.OjTS--iC ves 

nobvH 0 ibif:.,.if YES 

i ’fofils v'-Li' vEs requires additional 

storage to do BD Live 

Ton,! .Ami’iilif.iilan (rinii '''-':i;: 1.000W 

430(w) X 40(h) X 

279d)mm 
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Wi^igr:' T'air' unib: 3kg 
j'os: FM radio: DLN A: Ethernet: 
Viera Connect online portal: DivX, DivX 
HD, MKV, JPEG, MP3, MPO. AVCHD 
playback; SD Card; USB: Skype 
camera input: RF aerial socket; stereo 
phono out; composite video out (for 

iPod use): wi-fi rear speakers 
transmitter socket; iPod dock: 20OW 

subwoofer; bamboo speakers 
(2 X dome woofer, 1 x semi-dome 
tweeter per speaker); Flat, Heavy, 
Clear, Soft equalizer modes; plays 
BD-R, BD-RE, BD-Video. DVD-Video, 
DVD-R/-RW/-R DL, DVD+R/+RW/+R 

DL,CD,CD-R/RW 


HCC VERD CT 


Panasonic SC-BTT775 

£400 Approx 



IP"'.: Articulate sound: easy to use: 

excellent image quality; 

fast disc loading 
..CAS : Struggles at high volume: 

multimedia inconsistencies; 

plasticky design 
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68 SV SOUND PC-12 















AV/CV 

Product: 


Posit j on tng: 


Pee rs; 


Round sound: 

Connections 
and controls 
a re located on 
the back (right) 

of the 

PC-12 Plus 



C oming up with a natty little 

subwoofer that can look like 

a radiator just isn't SVS’ style. 
Neither is designing a tiny box with 
a bonkers amplifier to make it all but 
explode with power. 

No. SVS has got attitude, it sticks 

it to the boutique brands, giving 
you a madness-inducing slice of 
performance and grunt for a price 
far less than that offered by the big 
shiny boys. 

The SVS PC-12 Pius DSP is 
unbelievably unsubtle. It’s a sodding 
great carpeted bass tube, like the 
bastard offspring of a home cinema 

system and a 1980s boom car. 


Control freak 

This offering is a fifth-generation 
mutation and is actually less massive 
than the PC-13 Ultra that blew me 
away once before. It now arrives 
with a knob-and-screen adjustment 
system on the back. Controls include 
gain. Low pass filter (slope and 
frequency in seven steps from l25Hz 
to 31 Hz), phase by 15” steps, 'room 


gain comp' (on/off), a feature called 
Subwoofer Tune and a single band 
parametric equaliser. This amounts 
to a couple of curves you can add 
on and a room cut if you need it 
I turned the subwoofer down to 

deepest bass at 16 Hz. 

I tuned it by ear, knowing that 
my room has a 70Hz peak and the 
bass was vast, Tight, sexy, rich and 
unflappable on music, it tracked with 

melodious intent and was effortless 

in headroom. 

With Paul on Biu-Ray, the UFO 
crash had huge, absurd monster 
deflection and the sheer amount of 
air moved is way beyond impressive. 
That moving, ported air has a 
■ stretch!ness', so it wasn't completely 
tight, but you can seal those ports 
one by one for fi ne-tun ing, 

Yes, some people will think this 

subwoofer is far too ugly, but users 
can always lie it on its side and hide 
it behind the sofa. 

Your neighbours will know you 
have it, though. Even if you live in 
a detached house 




Specifications 


SV Sound PC‘J2 Plus DSP 

:' '!vi: L-' :it: 1 X IZSin downward-firing 

pulp and fibreglass cone 
iiric.or'urQ; Vertical Cylinder, plinth- 
loaded and ported via three 3in flared 
ports (foam bungs supplied, to offer 

four tunings) 


- rPH ij p nr y R ps n n n > i' ■ 


lOHz-lSOHz 



Board PO'.vsr: 800W RMS 


from Sledgeamplifier 

ijirT’ensions: 1,022(h) x 

407(diameter)mm 
Vv'eir'hl: 38.5Kg 
Connpc'ii;.. Stereo LFE line in and line 
out on paired phono sockets, plus 
balanced XLR inputs and outputs on 

paired connections 
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SV Sound PC-12 Plus DSP 

£1,250 Approx 

: Stonking, weighty bass; easy 

control via a cool DSP 
.. Function has bred form - you 
may want to hide it behind the sofa 


ii i;. 1 




r* 








■ - 

■ 1 '1 

1 ■ 

1 

f, ^ 

J >-] 

t. ■ 

m 



r “ 



h ■ ' 








HOME CINEMA CHOICE SEPTEMBER 2011 












































Marlin Pipe checks out an upmarket storage tank 


Networked-attached storage (NAS) 
is a speedy, convenient means of 
backing up data. Modern units, such 
as the Ready NAS Ultra 4 featured 

here, are also capable of streaming 

any multimedia files stored on them 
to any Smart device that can accept 
them. The four drive bays of the 
heavy and massively-built ReadyNAS 
Ultra 4 can each accommodate 2TB 
drives and so a combined total of 
STB is possible - that's an awful lot 
of video, photos and music. 

Highs 

Supports various implementations 
of RAID technology, which trades off 
available capacity against protection 
for your data, if one of the drives fails, 
you should be able to recover your 
files. Features like 'RAIDar’and 
‘X-RAID 2’ help you make the 
most of this useful feature. 

Powered by a dual-core l,6GHz 
Intel Atom processor, it's speedy and 


responsive, 

The onboard 
DLNA1.5 media 
server worked 
well with a 
variety of 
networked 
players. Even 
multiple full HD 

video streams 



were glitch-free. 

Useful 
multimedia 
features include 
a Squeezebox 
server and iTunes 
compatibility, As 
far as computers are concerned, 
this NAS is equally at home 
with Windows and MacOS. 



NAS massive: 

Offers a 
maximum of 


And it will, of course, also work 


STB of storage 


with Linux. 


Applets adding new features (such 
as BitTorrent) can be downloaded 

from the Netgear website. 


Lows 

I couldn’t get it to join my Windows 
workgroup, as it has a space in its 
name and the Ultra 4 didn’t like that, 
forcing me to either create a separate 
workgroup, or rename the existing 
one (and change the settings of 
every connected device). Thankfully, 
Netgear confirmed the bug and fixed 

it with a firmware release. 

The (secure) web interface may 
be powerful, but every time it's 
accessed with Windows Internet 
Explorer 8 a 'certificate error' warning 

is displayed. But this can be ignored. 

Only 3.Sin drives are supported, 
while 2.Sin models run quieter and 
consume less power. 
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Netgear ReadyNAS Ultra 4, 

£430 Approx 
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Marlin Pipe tests 3D spex designed to work across many brands 


XpanD has now 
introduced 3D glasses 
that can be partnered 
with infra-red triggered 
3D displays from the likes 
of Panasonic. Samsung. 

Philips and Toshiba, 
thereby reducing 
compatibility issues for 3DTV 
owners. If you're going to a 3D 
party and aren’t sure what (older!) 
TV you'll be watching, these XpanD 
glasses are good bet-hedgers. 

XpanD will be launching a new 
range (the XI04) with support for 
Bluetooth as well as the radio system 
favoured by Panasonic. 



Sony, JVC and Sharp 
wasn't claimed for our 
sample, but the website 

now lists these brands. 


Lows 

Didn’t work with a 
Samsung UE55D8000, All 

>ee was a sllghtly- 


we could 


attenuated ‘double-image’, because 
the latest Samsungs use Bluetooth 
corresponds to a specific TV brand; if technology (as opposed to infra-red) 


selected cyclically by pressing the 
button. The number of LED ‘flashes 


Highs 

These well-made glasses are fairly 
easy to install, A simple programming 


It's correct, press nothing forBOsecs 
and you’re done. Once set, your 
choice is remembered until you 
change it. 

The picture quality and comfort 
level are on par with the brands' own 
glasses in terms of light-attenuation, 
flicker, separation and so on. 

They wrap around existing 


to trigger the glasses. 

They only work with LG's few active 
3D TVs. Passive LGs are unsuitable. 
Like many other active-shutter 

, the X103s are powered by a 
non-rechargeable CR2032 li-lon cell. 



[1 






system, based around a single button spectacles and have replaceable 


and LED, enables you to tell the 

which TV you're using, 
n its set-up mode, the brand is 



nosepieces (three are supplied). 
Upgradable for new models of TV 
via a dealer only. Compatibility with 


VERDICT 

XpanD Universal 3D Glasses 

£120 Approx 
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In Brief 

0iRT3 

Code masters 
£50 Approx 



Colin McRae 
might be dead, 
but his gaming 
legacy lives on 

in this superb 
series. This third 
outing mixes up 
trendy ‘extreme’ 

off-road acti on 
with plenty of 




rallying to 
please the 

purists. Add in 
the superb HD 
graphics and 
you have 
a driving game 

made for 
home cinemas 
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Buffalo’s WLAE-AG300N works in 
three ways. The first is to add an 
additional wi-fi access point if there 
are ’black spots’ in your home. Here, 
an Ethernet cable is run fronn your 
router to where the additional 
coverage is required, in the second 
mode, two WLAE-AG300Ns act 
as a wireless ‘bridge’ between two 

existing wired networks. Finally, 
there's the ability to connect non 
wi-fi devices to a wireless network, 
by running an Ethernet cable from 
the WLAE-AG300N to the device. 

Highs 

The new 802.11 n/a SGHz band is 
supported, in addition to the 
established 802.l1a/gand1lb 
(2,4GHz) niodes. The former band 













ipn 





Bridge builder: 

Brings wi-fi 


converted to 
wireless operation, 

Very easy to use 
and configure 
supports DHCP. 

A web interface 
(which would be 
accessible to Mac 
and Linux users) 
allows you to 
subsequently 
change parameters 
including SSID/ 
network name, 

encryption mode 

(WERTKiPand 
AES are all 


supported, as the 
ability to enter your 
own key) and radio mode. 



is far less congested and claims data 
transfer rates as high as 300Mbps. 

Two Ethernet ports ensure that 
a pair of networked devices can be 

simultaneously connected and thus 


to hard-to- 
reach areas 


Technology known as AOSS 
(AirStation One-Touch Secure 
System) will speed up the setup 
of secure wireless connections. We 

had no problems with performance. 


either. Streamed audio and video 
alike were free of glitches. 

Lows 

initially, the WLAE-AG300N will set 
the radio mode automatically using 
DFS (Dynamic Frequency Selection) 
to determine the best band and 
channel. Where there is a lot of 
2.4GHz wireless activity, it might 
select a SGHz channel. If this occurs, 
you won’t discover the Buffalo access 
point with older gear. But you can 
easily fix this via the web interface. 

Few devices support AOSS, only 
the newer Nintendo hand-held 
consoles, the Wii, PSPs running 
newer firmware and the PS3, 
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Buffalo AirStation WLAE-AG300N 



£40 Approx 






£150 Approx 
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Toshiba's Biu-ray players have never 
been cutting-edge affairs, but the 
company has wholeheartedly 

embraced 3D. The BDX3200 is 
its latest 3D-ready effort and with 
its £150 price tag should appeal 
to those on a budget - although 
Sony’s BDP-5480 (see page 75) 

costs the same amount and offers 
much more in functionality. 

Highs 

The BDX3200 is easy on the eye, 
with slim bodywork (42.5mm high) 
and a sleek black finish. 

I had absolutely no trouble 
using the player, thanks to the 
uncomplicated menu system 

and its responsiveness to remote 


commands. Disc loading times are 
fairly fast, taking 50 seconds to load 
Terminator Salvation, 

It boasts a surprisingly wide range 
of picture adjustments, grouped as 
Video Processing and Motion Video 
Processing. These let you alter the 
usual parameters, as well as offering 

presets, noise reduction and tweaks 

for individual colours. Get the settings 
spot on and the deck delivers 
impressive 2D and 3D pictures. 

The front-mounted USB port 

provides media playback and 

supports MKV and DivX HD. 


Lows 

The feature set is decidedly 
lacking. Wi-fi support (built-in or 


dongle), network streaming, 
smartphone control, built-in BD Live 
memory, a second HDMl output and 

2D-to-3D conversion are all absent. 

Toshiba also missed a trick by not 
adding its new Toshiba Places 
internet portal to its player. 

The picture adjustments should 
have been grouped into a single 
menu, as some of the settings 
overlap - without careful use you 
can end up spoiling the picture. 



VERD CT 


Toshiba BDX3200 

£150 Approx 





In Brief 

Nightmare 

Movies 




It's 20 years 
since film critic 
Kim Newman 
published the 

first edition of 
his exhaustive 
study of ‘horror 

on the screen 
since the 1960s’. 


update, 
doubling the 
size of the 
content 
bringing 
Newman's wit 

to a swathe of 
new films 
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Discover the best 

games and kit 

for your device! 





T>EiPHONE& 

VADMAfiAZrE 



As well as being available as a print magazine, you can buy single digital issues 

and subscriptions to Tap! to read on your iPad, iPhone, iPod touch, Mac or PC! 
Keep the issues forever in your digital library, and even read them offline! 

Tap! is out now at all good newsagents and at www.zinio.com/tap 
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All modern Blu-ray players have some networkability but the B1 is better- 
connected than any of them, reckons Mcirlin Pipe 


D une’s feature-packed Blu-ray 

player resembles a dull black 
external PC drive. There's no 
fluorescent track/time display, while 

the only controls are for disc eject 
and standby. You do, however, 
benefit from a SD slot and USB port 
for storage devices. Two more of the 
latter lurk on the rear panel, which is 
well-stocked in other regards. 

There's the obligatory Ethernet 
port and HDMi, plus optical digital 
audio and a panoply of analogue 
AV output options that don't, alas, 

extend to multichannel audio. 
Unusually, there's an eSATA port, to 


which external hard drives can be 
attached, next to a proprietary jack 
for remote control applications. The 
eSATA exists solely to give playback 

and potential access to a hard-drive- 
based library of audio, video and 
photography. The external power 
supply is an external type, again 
owing to space constraints. 

However. Dune’s ‘head unit' goes 
further. On the manufacturer's 
website, you can buy a DVB-T 
(standard-def only) digital terrestrial 
tuner stick for €40. Plug one (or two, 
if simultaneous viewing and watching 
different channels is desired) into the 


rear-panel USB socketry and your 
eSATA-ported B1 will double as a 
PVR. It’s an example of the player’s 
modular design; other (unspecified) 
'extension modules’ can be added 
too. In the absence of the requisite 
hardware, though, we were unable 
to try out the TV functions. The 
website warns that the EPG, which is 
essential for quick and easy timer 
setting, will only be supported with 
a future firmware upgrade. 

Add your own memory 

Such updates are delivered to the 
player via the ‘net. When one is 
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Unusally, this 
-chic player sports 
cch eSATA port to 

pro vide.access, to a 

hard drive 


AV/CV 

Product: 


Positionmg; 


Peers: 


available, you're alerted with an 
onscreen message when the player 
starts up. For what is an otherwise 
advanced player, it comes as a shock 
to learn that there's insuff icient 
internal memory for such data - 
you have to plug in a storage device 
of appropriate capacity. External 
memory is also essential should you 
wish to access BD-Live features on 
Blu-ray discs. 

Networking provides some other 
useful functions. Just about every 
modern Blu-ray player integrates 
a media player that can pull audio 

and video from a networked PC or 
storage device, yet the reliability and 
media-compatibility of this feature 
tend to be unpredictable. Not so 
the Bl, which is compatible with both 
the uPnP protocol (assupported by 
the majority of Blu-ray players) 
and SMB/Samba (network-shared 
folders and files). In terms of media 
support the list is impressive. 

I managed to play off-air MPEG2 
transport streams, DVD rips, MP4 
and MKV HD content, MP3 and FLAG 
audio and more. Support for subtitles 
(,SRT files) is also available. The only 
format that gave trouble was Flash 
video (FLV), but to be fair, only a 
handful of dedicated networked 
media players (such as Eminent’s 
EM8060) can deal with this. 

Like that Eminent player, which 
lacks a Blu-ray drive, the Bl can tune 


into internet radio and some online 
video content. Web browsing 
is another possibility, although 
the typical PC experience is far 
superior. But with an external 
HDD plugged in, you can use the 
Bl tike a PC as a BitTorrent client. 

I doubt somehow that we’ll see 
a feature like this on players from 
brands such as Sony and Panasonic. 
The Bl has an SMB server built 

in, and so other networkable 
devices (PCs, players) will be able 
to access files stored on that 
connected storage device - even 
with a Blu-ray playing. 

Performance 

Configuring the Bl is fairly easy as 
a wizard takes you through the basic 
steps. Other parameters can be 

modified with a set of menus 

- if you're using a lOSOp-compatibie 
display, we recommend changing 
the video output mode to auto 
(24p/25p/30p), Otherwise it 
defaults to 25p and some rather 
juddery Blu-ray replay. In common 
with some big-brand Blu-ray players, 
the default loading screen gives 
you a choice of the various replay 

options: optical disc, network, 

internet radio, local storage, web 
browser and so on. The design here 
is functional, rather than attractive. 
It's just as well that playback 
quality more than makes up for the 
basic user interface. 

With a BD of romantic 
thriller The Tounstt I 

was rewarded - after 
something of a wait - with 

pristine detail and vibrant 

colours. The accompanying hi-res 
soundtracks, pumped into my Onkyo 
AVR via HDMI, are punchy yet subtle 

when needed. 

Audio and network video also 
fared well, although TV transport 
streams revealed a bug - the 
handset’s ‘review’ function went in 
the forward direction! Furthermore, 
the internet radio and IPTV functions 
failed to work even after a firmware 
upgrade, DVDs were handled adeptly, 
though, and I could find no serious 

fault with the units deinterlacing and 

upscaling capabilities. Multimedia 
playback is certainly as good as that 
from decent dedicated players, 

I also discovered that our Bl sample 
was multiregion DVD. If yours isn’t, 
a firmware patch is available to 
download that will add this welcome 
feature plus Blu-ray zone selection. 

In all, the Dune Smart Bl is worth 

considering if you want a Blu-ray 
player that's a little different... 


> Tech Labs 


Power consumption: Watts 


20D 

3C0 

20D 

3DD 

IGC 

4QQ 

1DD 

400 

16 


17 

m 
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5CK> 

50C3 


td Ling: More Pidying; l\lot much 

power- hungry than difference with Blu- ray 

mast BD decks playbac k 



Tray in to 
main BD menu 


Loading: Bcot/Java 

Boot speed & 
tray eject 

I 6s 



Disc Loadir^g & Java: 

Pretty quick to hoot, 
butbading times 

are tardy 
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i.r'srn! "viiVEStO lOSOp 

! i: NO But patch can be 

downloaded 
''1. 0 j; u . ■ vts 480i/p, 576i/p, 

720p,1080i 
ND Composite available, though, 
H ii.‘ yfsOne HDMI v1.3 output 
n.! n : yfs Up to 1080p (HDMI) 
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HjoecDding: 
!':/;■ sLrearn: res 
S /vL L'i•,.)'/ 0 A: wo/w) 

jiu :, res (external memory needed 

for BD-Live) 
Dil l 142(w) X 65(h) 

X 276(d)mm 

VVeg'-l: 1.6kg 

Abrj re.jti.ri;!v:: Convertible into 
standard-def PVR via USB DTT 'stick'; 

3 X USB ports (1 on front panel); 
wi-fi (with optional USB adaptor); 
front-panel SD slot; eSATA port; 
internet radio and IPTV support; 
network multimedia player with 
comprehensive format compatibility 
and SMB/uPnP support: SMB server; 
BitTorrent client; built-in Web browser; 

optional IR keyboard 



Dune Smart Bl 
£240 Approx 

-Dr Decent performer; compact in 
size; probably the most network- 

enabled Blu-ray player yet 
i! : One or two minor bugs: no full 

3D compatibility; external storage 

needed for BD-Live 
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The shortlist is now open. Vote for your favourites 

and you will be entered into our fantastic 

Awards Gadget Giveaway 
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Sieve May 



a quartet of Blu-ray 
than just hi-def movie 





so much more 



'' . V 


SAMSUNG 

BD-D7500 

£250 Approx 

Ultra-thin 3D Blu-ray player 
with integrated wi-fi 
and Smart Hub access 
- so cNc It hurts! 


SONY 

BDP-S480 

£150 Approx 

Well-equipped 3D Blu-ray 

deck boasting SACD 
compatibility and Qriocity- 
powered movie streaming 


PHILIPS 

BDP-7600 

£199 Approx 


PANASONIC 


£260 App rox 



Feature rich 3D spinner 
with VieraCast net 
portal and some cool 
audio-visual refinements 
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P anasonic’s Blu-ray players have 

a[\ways come across as a little 

swotty. Dour of appearance 
yet packed with advanced silicon, 
they’ve made a point of pushing 
picture processing to the edge, 
but somehow they've lacked that 

certain je ne sais cool. 

The brand has set out to address 
that with its range-topping, 3D ready 
DfVlP-BD310. Not only has the 
player’s user interface been given 
a much needed makeover, but 
there's an abundance of innovative 
functions to broaden its appeal. 

For example, you no longer have 
to prod buttons to open the disc tray. 

instead, a mere wave in its general 

direction opens said tray, courtesy 
of a motion sensor in the lid, 

You can also customise the player 
with your own wallpaper, Upload 

a hi-res JPEG of your c hoice and it 
becomes the new home screen. 

A decidedly cool embellishment 1 
The deck doesn’t offer integrated 
wi-fi. Instead. Panasonic sells a 
dedicated dongle, the DY-WLiO, 
which looks uncannily like an 
elephant beetle. Alternatively, you 
can use a wired Ethernet connection. 
Either way gets you to 

Panasonic’s online content portal, 
although this is the VieraCast 
iteration (also featured on its 
SC-BTT775, reviewed page 66) 
not the new VieraConnect service 
featured on its TVs. The key 
difference is that there’s no cloud- 
based apps market to peruse. 

Still, there’s a goodly amount on 
offer, including YouTube. Daily 
Motion and Acetrax. 


Hit and miss media 

The DMP-BD310 will stream sound 
and vision files, but there are caveats. 
The deck failed to play our AVI, MOV 
and MKV content from a networked 


NAS. The only success we had was 
with AVCHD, Support improves when 
you access files from a USB Flash 
drive or disc; MKVs work and AVIs 
play back with subtitles. 

Curiously, across the very same 
network using the exact same files. 

Panasonic’s 2011 TV models all 

successfully streamed this material, 
Such inconsistency within a brand's 
portfolio is a disappointment. 

\Where this player shines is 

with its audio visual performance. 

Image quality is 
outstanding, with subtle 
tonal differences and 
details which move it 
ahead of the competition. 

Audio fidelity is also terrific - we 
particularly like the brand's Tube 
Sound facility. Designed to emulate 
the sonic characteristics of early 

valve amplifiers. It’s a great way of 
tuning the player's sonic output to 
match your system. 

Feel the width 

Three-dimensional picture 
performance is similarly fine. 
Bolstering 3D compatibility is a depth 
converter for 2D DVDs and Blu-rays 
and a curious new feature called 
Frame Width. This enables you 
to place a ‘feathered’ border 
around the edge of the picture. 

The colour of this frame can be 
changed from black to grey, blue 
or red. Panasonic says it makes 3D 
easier to watch, which is, of course, 
complete tosh. 

The DMP-BD310 is the only player 
in our group test to offer two HDMI 
outputs. This lets users of non-3D 
compatible AVRs to route lossless 
Dolby TrueHD and DTS HD master 
Audio through an existing sound 
system, while sending 3D video to 
their new 3D TVs. So maybe it’s 
smarter than you might think.,. 


Streaming 

conundrum: 

The DMP- 
BDT310 fa ils 
to stream 
file types 
supported by 

the brand's 

20mVs 



Tech Lobs 


Power consumption: Watts 

200 MW 2QQ 300 


0 

4C0 

1Q0 

4CM> 

■l 




□ ^ 

&DD 


500 


Idling: Probably the 
most eco-f lendly BD 
deck we've ewer seen 


Playing: Even when 
playing a disc, this won't 
bother the ice caps 


Audio Jitter Ps 



1,S00 

iOOO 


Analogue: 
An excellent low-jitter 
reading makes this a 
great CD player 


Loading: Boot/Java 


Boot speed & 
tray eject 



Tray in to 
main BD menu 



Disc load ing & Java; 
The DMP-BDT310!Sin 
t he top tier as far as 
speed is concerned 



Buyers of Panasonic's deck can get access to Skype 
- the free VOIP service - by splashing out on the brand’s 

USB connectable Tommunotion Camera'. This£120 approx 
add-on features four multi-directional microphones, meaning 
cross-continent family chats come across loud and clear. Video 
calls benefit from 720p picture quality. 
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P hilips has created a thing of 

beauty with its 7 Series 3D 
Blu-ray deck. Finished in 
a greyish-silver and sporting 
a sculpted lip with illuminated 
soft-touch buttons, it's a real 
step up from the humdrum, 

The company has long 
advocated online connectivity for 
its gear, famously launching its 
own Connected Planet product 
line back when most of us were 

still getting online with steam- 
powered modems. 

The brand was way ahead of 
its time. Philips’ Connected Planet 
strategy faltered and now it's 

being forced to play catch-up. 

However, rather than 
create a walled-garden 
of IPTV like its rivals, 

the Dutch giant is 
endeavouring to establish 
a common standard of 
sorts, called Net TV. 

This loose confederation of 
entertainment services will also be 
offered by Loewe and Sharp on 
selected product lines. 

Be *appy 

The smorgasbord that is Net TV is 
accessed via a simple grid system. 
Buttons lead through to an App 
Gallery where you'll find the BBC 
iPlayer, YouTube, Picasa, Twitter. 
Tunein Radio and CineTrailers. Apart 
from the free VOD, paid streaming 
channels are also available, Including 
Cartoon Network, Box Office 365 and 
Hit Entertainment, 

You can add more content to 
the launch page from the frugally 
stocked apps store. If you’ve been 
looking for a French language news 
channel, or a wallpaper screensaver 
of classical art, then you’re in luck. 

Perhaps the best supplemental 
content service currently on offer is 


iConcert: this has a broad range 
of music videos on tap which can 

be searched by artist or genre. 

The streaming clips may be in 
SD but they look pretty good. 

If you want to venture out into the 
open web, the BDP7600 also offers 


Legacy lover: 

The BDP7600 s 
analogue 
phono outputs 
mean it can be 
hooked up to a 
non-HDMI AVR 




Tech 


Power consumption: Watts 



a browser, but it lacks Flash support. 

While only one HDMI output 
is offered, there are 5.1 analogue 
outputs, which can be used to route 
lossless multichannel sound to a 
legacy AVR. This 5,i output can be 
bumped to a 7.1 if you re-assign the 
separate stereo AV outs to the group. 


Idling: Not as green as Playing: When running 

some its rivals a Blu-ray. we measured 

consumption at 14W 


Audio Jitter Ps 

U)00 


500 


1.500 


*- - s L , 




Loading: Boot/Java 

Boot speed & 
tray eject 



The unit doesn’t have any 
persistent memory, so you'll need 
to add your own. Unusually, this 



2.000 



Not as impressive 


Tray in to 
n%ain BDmer^u 



has to be done in the form of an 
SD card rather than USB. Remember, 
though, that the rear-placed card 
slot doesn’t permit playback of 

media. For that you'U need to 
use the front-mounted USB, 

Media streaming support 
is excellent. The player 
successfully accessed all our 

across a 






as Panasonic's 

DMP-BDT3l0,buta(DW 
figure that suggests 
good component 
quality and 



Disc loading & Java: 

buick to spin up our 
resident disc, but takes 

a while to boot 


Transform your sys 




including AVIs, MOVs and MKV 

wrapped material, and also played ThS iConCGftS Ch 3111101 OH PhltipS NGt TV 


them direct from USB, Audio support 
covers WMA. MP3. WAV and AAC, 
with album art when present. 

When it comes to disc playback, 
the BDP-7600 doesn't disappoint. 
Blu-rays look suitably detailed, with 
smoothly gradated colours and scads 
of texture. The player's two-channel 
audio presentation is also above 
average, making this a good choice 
for CD fans. 

The BDP7600 is the fastest loader 
in our group by the tiniest of margins, 
but takes a while to wake. 

It should also be noted that 
our test sample ran extremely 
hot. The right rear underside of the 
unit became uncomfortably warm 
after just a few hours use. 


is a must for fans of live music 


Of the VoO services available on Philips' BDP7600. we suspect 
BBC's iPlayer may get the most use, but it's definitely worth 
checking out iConcerts, too. This channel provides a wealth of 
live music dips, from a wide variety of artists - including young 

tyros like Lady Ga-Ga alongside the likes of Paul McCartney - 
and it’s easy to search thanks to an intuitive interface and 
genre/artist parameters, HD videos would be welcome, though. 
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Samsung's ultra-thin deck is more proof of the brand's style ambitions 


lAMSimt 



T his achingly petite BD player 

claims to be the world's 
smallest Blu-ray player and 
it's more of a lifestyle statement 
than a traditional AV component. 
Available in trendy silver or gloss 
black, it’s a remarkable example 
of ‘Harry Potter’ engineering. 

Because of its size, there are no 
rear-panel connections, instead. 


Full fat Apps 

Samsung has created the richest 
online platform when it comes to 
general content. A fast growing apps 
store offers plenty of causal games 

plus left-field infotainment, such as 
How to Tie a Tie and Yoga Helper. 
There’s also a big selection of 
streaming video options, including 
the BBC iPlayer, YouTube, 


Designer 
disc-s pinne r: 

Samsung's 
sliver of silver 
is certoinly 
stylish 



Tech Lobs 


Power consumption; Watts 

2G0 300 JDD 300 


100 

4C30 


400 

9 


11 



500 


5[1D 


Idling: A f^ Watts 
higher than its 
Panasonic rival 


Playing; The increase 
in consumption when 
playing is only 2W 


Audio Jitter: Ps 

1,000 

SOO 1.S00 


D 2JQQQ 

Analogue; 
The highest 
measurement in this 
group test, but still a 

decent figure 


Loading; Boot/Java 

Boot speed & 
tray eject 

|Ss 


Tray into 
mainBDrrrenu 



Disc loading & Java; 

Fast to wake up, but 
not as quick as the 
Philips' deck to load 


outputs have been consigned to 
a small cavity on the undercarriage. 
Consequently, if you use anything 
other than cheap HDMI cables 
you'll have to abandon any plans to 

rack this conventionally, Fat cables 

will lift the player clean off its feet. 

Inside said cavity there’s provision 
fora single HDMI output, digital 
optical audio and mini-jack AV out 

(a mini-jack to phono AV lead is 

supplied in the box), plus Ethernet, 
wi-fi is integrated, 

If you are foiled by its thinness, 
you can use the cute, angled 
pedestal supplied. The player will 
also wall mount via brackets are 
supplied in the box. There’s a slot 
loader on the right hand side of 
the player with a USB slot for 
media playback or BD-Live storage 
to the left. 

Samsung*s user interface 
remains a treat to use, and 

is the most approachable 

in our group. Animated menus 

guide you around, connecting to 
either networked devices or the 
brand's internet Smart Hub portal. 
Presented here this version looks 
much like it does on the brand’s 
TVs, bar the open web browser. 


DailyMotion, Vimeo and Acetracks, 


Social media is covered by clients for 
Facebook and Twitter, with Picasa, 
AccuWeather and Google Maps, too. 

Also part of the Smart Hub 
package is a Your Videos section 

which is a kind of IMDb-lite. It would 
make more sense if you could stream 
movies from within it, but that's not 
an option (at present). 

V/hile most of the VoD is FOC, 
there is a subscription service 
in the form of Box Office 365. 

Not only is the player 3D Blu-ray 
compatible, it has 2D-to-3D picture 



Make your TV a giant atlas courtesy of 
Google Maps via Samsung’s BD deck 


processing onboard. Of all the 
various faux 3D processes available, 
Samsung’s Is probably the best 
currently available. 

Media playback from USB covers 

all the bases. The deck decoded and 

played AVIs [with subtitles), MP4, 
MP3 and WMA, and had no problem 
with HD video in WKV wrappers, 

I had less success pulling content 
from a NAS across our network, with 
only AVIs available for streaming. 

Picture quality from the BD- 
D7500 is very good. There’s a cii nical 
precision to its images which is easy 

to appreciate, but it's less enticing 
as a CD player, though. 


Samsung's Smart Hub portal is chock full of content including 
social networking tools and VoD services, but one of our 
favourite apps is the somewhat less glamorous Google Maps. 
Those who have become used to using this map service or a PC 

will relish the chance to see satellite views of their next-door 
neighbour’s garden on a bigscreen TV, And it’s a doddle to use. 
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The BDP-S480 offers so much on-tap entertainment, you may never spin a disc 





S ony's BDP-S570 player was 

a runaway hit during 2010. 

hoovering up more awards 
than the clean-up crew at the 
BAFTAs - so this closely related 
follow-up has a lot to live up to. 

Cosmetically, it’s only marginally 
different from its forebear The player 
is extremely thin with a cute curvy 
front fascia and a stumpy little 
remote. The latter doesn't look 
particularly natty, but it feels fine 

in the hand. Don’t lose it - the 

buttons on the BDP-S480's front 
panel are so small you may never 
find them. 

Speed demon 

Last year’s Sony players offered the 
fastest disc-loading times in their 
class. This year's models are bit 
more ponderous, although our Tech 

Labs recorded a boot-up time of 
only two seconds. 

The player also speeds ahead 
with its online connectivity. The 
familiar Sony XrossMediaBar 

seamlessly integrates with the 

brand’s Bravia internet Video portal, 
offering up a long list of Video on 
Demand TV services. 

Unlike many of its rivals, Sony 

hasn't really embraced the concept 
of downloadable apps. Instead its 
virtual shelves are stocked with 
copious amounts of IPTV content 
- and for telly addicts and AVholics 

this is really good news. Once 
connected to the net, there's a 
massive choice of stuff to peruse. 
BBC iPlayerand Demand 5 provide 
catch-up TV, there’s news bites 
from Sky News and Eurosport, 
while general entertainment comes 
via LOVEFiLM, YouTube, Daily Motion, 
and Sony Entertainment Television. 
That's a whole night’s viewing 
entertainment before you’ve even 
loaded a disc. 


And, amazingly, ft doesn't end 
there. You can also stream movies 
in either SD or HD from Sony's 
Oriocity Video on Demand service, 
or listen to music if you subscribe 
to a Qriocity Music Unlimited 
package (good luck with those 
credit card details!). For extra net 
functions there’s a web browser 
on board. 'While this Lacks Flash 
support, it’s nice to have to option 
fora quick Google. 

Unlike the Samsung and Philips 

decks, wi-fi isn’t integrated. For that 
you’ll need to step up to Sony's 
BDP-S580 model. However, the 
brand will happily sell you a dongle, 
for £70. Or you could just use the 
Ethernet port. 

One area where the BDP-S480 
shines over last year's Sony BD 
players is file support. MSCtia 

Streaming has been given 
a big boost with the ability 
to play MKVs from a 
networked NAS, as well 
asAVCHDarrdAVIs. Audio 

file compatibility covers MP3, AAC, 

WAV and WMA. Media support via 
USB is much the same, although 
you do get access to 5RT subtitles. 

The deck failed to pull album 
art from our music server. However 
if you spin a CD, it will go online 
and retrieve the sleeve from the 
Gracenote database, which is kind 
of smart. 

Super sonic 

Picture quality from the BDP-S480 
is predictably terrific. Blu-rays drip 
with fine detail and colour fidelity 
is gorgeous. The player is also a 
great choice for music fans, being 
the only model here able to play 
hi-res Super Audio CDs. This 
multichannel music playback is 
stunning, easily giving this player an 
audible edge over others in the group. 


Tech Lab s 

Power cansumption: watts 


Bargain 

B lu>ray: 

At £150, the 
BDP-S48D will 

appeal to 
cash-conscious 

AV-hedz 



Idling: This low figure 
meansyour bills won't 
soa r if you leave it an 


2QQ 300 
100 400 

a ^ 500 

Playing: Nor does 
power ose rocket when 
the S480 is in full flight 


Audio Jitter: ps 

1,000 

$00 1,500 


0 ' 2,000 

Analogue: 

I67ps is a ^od 
analogue jitter 
rneasurernent, 
but we also recoded a 
below-par video jitter 

figure of BQos 


Loading: Boot/Java 

Boot speed & 
tray eject 

I 2 s 


Tray in to 
main BD menu 



Oise loading & Java; 
The quickest booting 
deck we've tested 


Disc delights: Transformers and 
Transformers; ffevenge of the 
Fallen are available to buy 
on Blu-ray courtesy of Paramount 

Home Entertainment 



Subscribers to LOVEFiLM, Europe’s largest movie rental service, 

can take their account to another level with Sony's slimline 
disc-spinner - the BDP-S480 gives online access to a library 
of streamabie titles. You can also manage your rental list via 
the service, ensuring a steady suppiy of Blu-rays through your 
letterbox. Non-members can gorge on movie trailers. 
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These models effortlessly blend disc 

playback with Video on Demand and 
network entertainment, and all of them are 
exciting propositions. So choosing between 
them is no easy task. Samsung’s BD-D7500 

is the prettiest while the brand's Smart Hub 

is undeniably content rich. Philips' BD-7600 
gives Samsung a run for its money when it 
comes to designer togs, and strides ahead 
in terms of performance. The brand's Net 
TV portal may be a tad eclectic, but its 
media playback talents are considerable. 

Panasonic’s DMP-BDTBIO just edges 
ahead of the Philips. Picture quality is 
exceptional, the motion-sensing disc-tray 

is fun and VieraCast offers ail the heavy 
IPTV hitters. And what's not to love about 
the customisable home screen? It does 
lack streaming finesse, though. 


Our group test champion though is Sony. 
The BDP-5480 provides both a first-rate 

performance and 'net niceties, The brand 

has fixed a key failing of its 2010 models, by 
adding extensive network file support, while 
5ACD compatibility will appeal to any 


AV-phile. For those looking for loads of 
streaming VoD TV and movies (rather than 

just downloadable games and apps), it 

tops our Smart chart as well. And at this 
end of the market it's hard to ignore its 
wallet-friendly £150 price tag 
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VERD CT 


Sony BDP-5480 
£150 Approx 



VERDICT 

Panasonic DMP-BDT310 

£260 Approx 


3rd 



VERDICT 
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Philips BDP-7600 
£200 Approx 




Samsung BD-D7500 

£250 Approx 


Rich, detailed picture 
quality; SACD compatibility 

. Slower disc Loading: no 

downloadable apps 



U\ 


ghv Blistering pictures and 
audio; twin HDMl outputs 

Lirmited file support: 
VieraCast lacks apps 
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F' Slick design; fast disc¬ 
loading; multichannel 
analogue audio outputs 
Runs hot; thin Net TV 



Highs: Slim design; wall- 
mountable; integrated wi-fi 
.vs; Uneven media streaming 
file support: poor cable access 
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Specifications 


jD;vb 



Lipsca .ih ' yes to to 
fv‘.;!tireginn: wo Region B BD/ 

R2DVD 
HC VI; res 1 output 
dorr:punn^'t: yts but no HD 

support for 81 u-ray 
Muilict’annei analogue: no 
Digital audso; res coaxial 
SAd j/TJV'D-.4; YEi/NO 
Dolby True H0/D~S FD drccdirg: ves 
D olby True HD,'''C“S hD bi:s:roar: vk 

P'O'ile 2.0: ves 




'leiiscrs: 

199(d) x36(h)mm 

's.Veig:n; I7kg 
:=aatureF; 3D Blu-ray; Integrated 
web browser; Bra via internet 
Video service; Ethernet; USB; 
Qriocity VOD and music 
services: DLNA certified: 
extensive media file support 
(including MKV. AVI. AVCHD); 

optional wi-fi dongle 


r r 


1^ 


Specifications 

30; yes 
res to tolOSOp 
. . : NO Region B BD/ 

R2 DVD 
-if. II: VK 2 outputs 
Component: wo 
Multichannel a"a:ogue: no 
Digital audio; res optical 

CD/DVD'A: nc/no 
Dnhy True liD/DTS HD Vi A decoding; 

yes 

Dolby ”'rLe :HD,'^DT5i HD bitstream: yes 

Prof i le 2.C: yes 

Dimetibions: 430(w) x 185(d) 

X 35(h)mm 
Weight: l.fikg 
Features: 3D Blu-ray; 2D-3D 
conversion; bonkers Frame 

feature; Ethernet: 
USB: Skype camera 

connection; DLNA certified: 
VieraCast portal; media file 
support (MKV, AVI via USB): 
Tube sound processing 




I 


3D, res 

I restoto lOBOp 
Ri c WO Region B BD/ 

R2DVD 
H DM;: yesl output 

LQr;.:QnenT.: vEsbut no HD 
support for Blu-ray 
VI ij it i ersa^’ n e i a n :i log L e: yE5 71 

phono 

Diglcai audio: VES optical 

and coaxial 

5ACD/DVD-A:wq^wo 
D olivy True HD/DTS HD decoaing: res 
Dolby ITue 1ID/OTS ’-ID bitstream; res 

Profile 2.0: res 


Dimensions 



Weight 1,7kg 
Features: 30 Blu-ray; Ethernet; 
DLNA certified: Net TV content 
portal: USB media streaming; 

integrated wi-fi; extensive 
network file support including 




Specifications 

3D: res 

Jpscoline,: yes to to 108Op 
Vultiiegicn: wo Region B BD/ 

R2DVD 
HDMl: res 1 output 

Component: NO 
Multic'iarfnui analogue: wo 
Dgitai audio: yfs optica I 


SA’'" 



*1 ^ 
j' M 




Dolby TfUS H D/DTS HD dscodcrFg; 
Dolby True HD,'''DTS HD bitstroam: ves 

Pmriio 2.0: VES 
Dimensions: 380(w) x 158(d) x 



Weight: 0.9kg 
Features: 3D Blu-ray; Ethernet: 
□LNA certified; Smart Hub 
content portal; USB media 
playback for AVIs, IvlOVs and 

MKV, All-Share content 

playback 
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OMNIMOUNT BLADE 


GILES FOR LG CLIPS 



Adrian Justins trawls the shelves for those must-have home cinema extras 



ACER 

ASPIRE Z5763 

Approx £1,000 

Billed as the 'ultimate home 
entertainment centre', Acer's 
new designer PC certainly 
packs a technological punch, 
with its 23in Full HD monitor, 
Blu-ray disc drive, NViDlA 3D 
Vision technology and Dolby 
Home Theatre v4-tuned 
speaker system. Other key 
specs include a 1TB hard drive, 
Intel Core™ i3-2100 Dual Core 
processor and 4GB RAM. 
Furthermore. Acer’s proprietary 
AirControl technology lets 
you whizz around your media 
M/norify Report-style by simply 
waving your hand, and you 
even get a set of active 
shutter 3D spex thrown in, 
which is more than some TV 
manufacturers manage to do. 
www,acer*group.com 

HCCVERDiCT 

When did PCs become this cooi ? 


CADILLAC SOFA 

Approx £1,600 

If you're planning a retro- 
themed home cinema room, 

this Cadillac Sofa from online 
retailer Drinkstuff could be 
the perfect finishing touch. 

The two-seater sofa features 
resin side wings accurately 
moulded from a 1959 Coupe 
de Vilie, plus illuminating side¬ 
lights, and is available in pink, 
red and black finishes. It doesn’t 
come with a DVD of Happy 
Days, but it probably should, 
w ww.dr i n kst uf f .CO m 

HCC VERDICT 

It's just like being at the Df/ve-/n 
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Available in five cotours - three 
of them garish shades - this 
versatile stand is designed to 


ita:i niHii n ■ tatan la i BuiaTii in 




GENEVA SOUND 
MODEL MBA~ 

Approx £549 

GenevaLab's latest product is designed to tempt hi-fi purists 
to enter the MP3 waters. The Model M is a shoe box-sized 
stereo speaker system with an iPod dock that can also accept 
uncompressed audio from a computer by plugging a wi-fi receiver 
dongle into its stereo 3.5mm line input. 

Built around a high-class chassis, the Model M’s speaker system 
comprises four drivers (two tweeters and two woofers), each 
housed in its own dedicated chamber with a separate Class D 

digital amp. Other features include 
TouchLight controls hidden beneath 

a hinged top-plate and 
an LED display that 
ines through the 

volume, source, 
track and frequency. 

www.genevalab. 
com 

VERDICT 

An iPod dock for 

audiophiles 


LqLES for LG 


Let’s face it, the spex 
gives away with its Cinema 3D 
TVs aren't exactly the epitome 
of cool. Step forward British 
fashion designer Giles Deacon, 
who has come up with these 
limited edition ‘ultra stylish' 
googles that you can only snap 
up at Selfridges. The £30 Giles 
for LG glasses may be a 
too pink for our tastes, but 
they’re certainly comfortable 
to wear, and Disney P 
will love 'em. 
www.se If ridges.CDm 


VERDICT 


A neat idea-but 


+ 


Philips F 

Approx £2Q 


Small items that will 
make a big difference 
to your system 


offer hassle-free USB charging 
and syncing with iTunes for your 
iPod, iPad or iPhone. 

www.phiiips.com 


WD Nomad 
Rugged Case 


Approx £20 
Take the fear out 


c your precious 
. ^ I hard drive by 

protecting it in a durable case. 
The Nomad features a 
polycarbonate exterior and 
shock-absorbing interior, with 


liner keeping out dirt, dust 
and moisture. 

www,wdc.com 


Ross High Performance 
H DMI cable 


Approx £20' 
Oxygen-free copper 
cables. 24 K gold- 




and multi-shielded 


construction 


attributes of a 


high-end cable and reassuringly 
used in the latest lineup from 
Ross. The High Performance 

ranges includes Im, 2m and 3m 

length HDMI leads. 
www.ross.co.uk 


Crystal Acoustics 


a 




Approx £50 


OMNIMOUNT 


BLADE TV MOUNT 

Approx £200 


The clue is in the name. 

With a profile of just 30mm, 

the Blade is one of the slinkiest 

TV wall mount around, 
designed to complement the 
key aesthetic element of the 
latest super-skinny edge-lit 
LED screens, 
figures high in the Blade’s list of 
attributes. The frame is supplied 
fully assembled and simple 
to wall-mount and the 
tempered black glass 

are deep and strong enough 
to accommodate most decks, 
set-top boxes and games 
conso 

management behind the covers 

allows cables to be concealed 
without running them inside 
the wall. It’s also aval la 
one shelf for £130, 

w ww.omn i rn ount.com 


VERDICT 


Now all we need are 30mm- 
deep disc players and PVRs 


newest di 


delivers HD video 
uptolOSOpvia 
Its HDMI output, supports 5.1 
multichannel audio, and is 
compatible with most common 
file formats including DivX, 

BD-ISO, WMV. A AC and FLAG. 


WWW. 


com 
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PLAYBACK 87 


I Am Number 
Four 




Disney-^ All-region BD 
£25 Approx 

This amiable 
teen-orientated sci-fi 
flick stars Alex 
Pettyfer as the titular 
teen (orwofagroup 
of super-powered aliens hiding from 
extraterrestrial assassi ns on our planet), 

while Glee’s Diane Aragon plays the 

earth girl who falls for his enigmatic 
stranger routine. Along the way there's 
a plenty of action and it all climaxes 
with an SFX showcase that makes the 


most of the punchy DTS-HD MA 5.1 mix 
and pin-sharp AVC 185:11080p visuals. 
Forgettable ext ras include six deleted 
scenes, bloopers and a featurette on 
actress Teresa Palmer. AvB 



No Strings 
Attached 


Parannount 
£25 Approx 


All-region BD 




Director Ivan Reitman 
was never going 

to recapture the 
comedy magic of his 
early flicks like Stripes 


and Ghos tbusters. But we were still 
completely unprepared for anything as 

awful as this joke-free nom-com about 
modern relationships. The sharpness 


and clarity of Biu-ray's AVC 2.40:1 


1080p encod e wi 11 be a godsend to 
those who simply want to see Natalie 
Port man in her underwear, but the 
understated DTS-HD MA 5.1 mix is 


unlikely to thrill anyone, Dull extras 
include deleted scenes, a commentary 
and three featurettes. AvB 



The Rite: Triple 

Play 

Wa m er H ome Vi d eo Al l-regi on 
BD-r £25 Approx 



Apparently'inspired 
by true events', The 
Rite breaks the rule 
of horror cinema- 
it simply isn't scary, 
This alone is a real problem, and it's 
only compounded by the fact that it’s 

a debate about faith wrapped up in a 

story about exorcists, which instantly 
invites unflattering comparisons with 
William Friedkin's 1Q73 horror. The 
extras appear to be have exorc i sed too, 
but the Blu-ray does at least manage 

a crisp AVC 2.40:1 lOSOp encode that 
easily handles the dark photography, 
plus a surprisingly powerful DTS-HD MA 
5.1 soundtrack, MC 



We asked you... 

is your home cinema capabie 
of multi-region Blu-ray 
playback 7 

s Yes! I've got a hacked/ 
modified Blu-ray player 
■ Yes - I've got multiple 
decks locked to different 
regions 

No - my Blu-ray player is 

locked to the local region 



Results of poll from 
WWW. ho mec i nemac hoicecom 







M 


life less programmed 


He's a Congressman with congress on his mind, but that's not on 


The Adjustment Bureau 

is the Latest in a Long Line of Hollywood films that 


Mark Craven: Considering The Adjustment Bureau 
is often a rather claustrophobic and oppressive 


are inspired by the writings of Philip K Dick - in this affair, this Blu-ray comes with a surprisingly 


case a loose adaptation of his 1954 short story. 

The Adjustment Team. Essentially a discussion 
of the play between free will and destiny 
masquerading as a sci-fi-in fused romantic 
thriller, the film stars Matt Damon as a promising 
Congressman who falls for Emily Blunt’s carefree 

dancer. Trouble is. destiny has other plans for the 
duo, and before long the mysterious agents of the 
Adjustment Bureau are hot on 
their tail and trying to keep the 
pair apart to ensure that 

everything runs as it should 


Chris Jenkins: While it's not 
always visually exciting, 

I’m sure that The 
Adjustment Bureau’s 
VC-11.85:1 lOSOp 
imagery is an 
accurate reflection 
of how the film is 
supposed to look. 

The palette favours 
greys and blacks, 
with some 
occasional warm 
browns and reds, all of which 

should make the film feel 
drab and oppressive, Yet the 
clarity and sharpness of the 
visuals ensures 
never happens, presenting 
you with a finely rendered 
and cinematic image. 






s 








/ 



expansive DTS-HD Master Audio 5.1 soundtrack 
that surrounds you with audio ambience. Chanting 
crowds sound every bit as large as they look, 
the streets of New York buzz with the noise of 
passing traffic and pedestrians, and there's some 
very inventive use of aural cues during the final 

location-hopping chase sequence. 

Anton van Beek: Universal’s disc is a prime 


example of coming up with ways 





s 

enhanced features without 
considering whether 
^ or not it’s an enjoyable 
experience for 
consumers. Labyrinth 
of Doors is an interactive 

map that enables you to 

highlight 12 locations 
from the film and view 
interviews and behind- 
the-scenes footage. All well 

and good, but it's so slow 
and cumbersome that it 
quickly becomes a chore 
to work through. The 
remaining extras take 

the form of a director's 

commentary, six deleted/ 
extended scenes, a trio of 
short production featurettes, 
D-Box functionality. My Scenes 
and a BD-Live link. The set also 
includes a DVD and Digital Copy. 


You can leave 
your hat on: 
Auditions for 
The ruJJ Mon fy 

were well 
attended 



: VERDICT 

The Adjustment Bureau: 

Triple Play Universal 

£25 Approx 

It's no Bourne Identity- 
but maybe worth a rent 
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Limitless stars Bradley 

Cooper as failed writer, Eddie Mora, 
whose life Is completely turned 


around when he 


his hands on 


an experimental drug that boosts 
his brainpower. Within days he’s 
not only finished his novel, but also 
made millions on the stock market and come to 
the attention of high-powered businessman Car 
Van Loon (Robert De Niro). Trouble is, the pills are 


leaving him with gaps in his memory, one of which 
might connect him to a murder, and if that’s not 
enough, there’s also a Russian gangster who 
wants to get his hands on the wonder drug. 

While the plot feels a little like an expanded 

episode of The Twilight Zone, Limitless ultimately 
overcomes any plotting problems thanks to its 
leading man and director. Cooper delivers another 
of those charismatic performances that show 
why he’s suddenly one of Hollywood's hottest 
stars, while director Neil The Itlusionist' Burger's 
mind-bending imagery injects the story with 
incredible pace and energy. 

Chris Jenkins: After an eye-poppingly vibrant title 

sequence (that will leave many wondering how 
they actually pulled it off), Limitless’AVC 2.40:1 
lOSOp encode comes down to earth with a bump 
as it settles into a rather drab, real-world palette. 
But once Eddie pops his first pill in Chapter 4, 

everything changes. Colours are suddenly much 
more vibrant, enhanced clarity and sharpness 
results in some insane amounts of fine detailing, 


and overall everything looks quite incredible. 

As the movie goes on the image yo-yos between 
the two visual styles, but never falters in delivering 
each perfectly. 



Mark Craven: While it never manages to surpass 

the disc’s image quality, this Blu-ray’s dtS-hd MA 

5.1 mix does everything that’s asked of it with ease 
and assurance. The surrounds are often regularly 
engaged with ambient effects, while dialogue 
remains tightly pinned to the centre speaker. 

Some fast car action in the middle of the film 


gives your speakers a chance to really cut loose 
with some extremely aggressive effects, but that's 
not really what the film is about, so you should 
probably temper your expectations. 

Antofi van Beek: This BD's extra features are 
anything but limitless. Only the chat-track by 
director Neil Burger provides any real substance. 
Beyond that there’s just a pair of fairly bland 
featurettes, the theatrical trailer (the only extra 

not in high-definition) and a very slightly different 

alternate ending. 


HCC VERDICT 

Limitless Momentum 
Pictures Region B BD 

£20 Approx 

. . While it's not quite as 
smart as it thinks it is, this thriller 

sure looks the part in HD 

o 

o 

0 

o 

o 



Hereafter: 
Triple Play 


Warner-»All-region BD 
£25 Approx 



This globetrotting 
flick attempts to 
meld the stories of 
a tscinanrii survivor, 
a 12-year-oid boy 


whose twin brother is killed in a car 


crash and a tormented psychic, 
Unfortunately it struggles to find 
anything interesting to connect them. 
A rare m isfire for d i recto r C lint 
Eastwood, it does at least benefit from 
cracking AVC 2.40:1 lOBOp visuals and 
DTS-HD MA 5.1 sonics. Extras include 


nine behind-the-scenes featurettes 
and an 88-min presentation of The 
Eastwood Factor documentary {the US 
disc gets a 129-minute version). MC 



Submarine 

Optimum Region B BD £25 
Approx 

Best known for 
playing computer 
nerd Maurice Moss in 
The IT Crowd, Richard 
Ayoade proves to 
be a gifted filmmaker yyith this comic 
coming-of-age drama. While the plot 
isn’t massively original, the 
combination of a superb young 
cast, witty scripting and Ayoade's 
self-assured, French New Wave-inspired 
direction allows it to transcend this 
overworked genre. The DTS-HD MA 5.1 
mix is mainly concerned with dialogue 
and music, but the AVC 1.85:1 lOSOp 
encode is a thing of true beauty. Extras 
include a commentary, interviews, two 
O&As, deleted scenes and more. AvB 

O 
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The Resident 

IconRegion BBD 
£15 Approx 

While best known for 
horror fodder sue has 
its iconic Dracuia 

and Frankenstein 

films. Hammer Film 
Productions also worked in many other 
genres, finding a modicum of success 
with psychological thrillers such as 
Paranoiac and Wig/itmare, This second 
production from the reborn company 
tries to follow in the same vein, hut 
fails flat due to a lack of scares and 
laughably bad plotting. It looks very 
nice, though, thanks to a richly rendered 
AVC 2.40:1 loeop encode, and the 
DTS-MA 5.1 audio is surprisingly 
creative. A trailer and fairly dry director’s 
commentary are the only extras. MC 



The Silent House 


Opt i mu m-» Region B BD 
£20 Approx 


H This micro-budget 

Spanish-language 
chiller employs 
ingenuity rather than 

splashy special 

effects to deliver Its thrills. Shot entirely 


as one 78-min continuous take, the 


film’s plot is nothing special (young 
woman, spooky house), but the effect 
it creates is a tour-de-force of mounting 
suspense and terror. The AVC 1,78:1 
10801 encode reflects the original 
digital photography and. as such, 
mixes sharp close-ups with rather soft 
mid-shots. Much better is the DTS-HD 


MA 5.1, which aids the build-up of 
scares admirably. Sadly, the sole extra 
is the trailer. AvB 






























It was a real 

man^s job 
and not one for 
lily-livered 
vegans 



An under par HD release takes all the fun out of this blood-filled medieval action story 




Ironclad is rather nicely summed up by 

its director - 'best described as a medieval 
Magnificent Seven or a medieval Seven Samura/'. 


Mark Craven: if there's one bit of good news 

about this release, it's that the disc's presentation 
problems don't extend as far as the Dolby TrueHD 



A fictionalised retelling of the siege of Rochester 
Castle by King John's forces in 1215, the film stars 

Paul Giamatti as the regal despot, with James 

Purefoy's Templar knight and Brian Cox's baron 
holding the castle against him. It’s very silly stuff, 
but filmed with so much gusto and gore that 
it’s hard not to get caught up in the action, 

Chris Jenkins: While this Blu-ray’s AVC 1,78:1 
lOSOp encode is technically sound and offers 
good detailing {especially in close-ups of the 
cast's grizzled faces) and accurate colour 
reproduction, Warner Home Video has really 

lost the aspect ratio plot. 

Originally composed at 235:1, the 
Blu-ray serves up an obvious 1.78:1 crop 
of the film that excises large amounts of 
picture information from either side of 
the screen. Perhaps the most obvious 
example of how ruinous this is to the film 
comes in Chapter 6, when our horse-riding 
heroes line up on the top of a hill looking 
down on Rochester Castle. 

What should have been a 'medieval 
Magnificent Seven' moment fails to be. 

Thanks to the footage snipped, it’s 
more of a Magnificent Five moment 
with glimpses of the other two 
horses edging into shot every 
now and again. 


(remember them?) 5.1 soundtrack. Indeed, it’s 
a delightfully atmospheric mix that hits plenty 
of invigorating highs when the siege begins. 

The barrage of arrows and rocks flying through 
the sky provide copious opportunities for panning 
effects across the entire soundstage. My only 
real quibble is that the bass simply isn't potent 

enough for my taste - surely the toppling of a 

castle’s stone tower, as seen in Chapter 


7 




22, should have a bit more impact than 
it does here? 

4ntDjni van Beek: The lack of care 



taken with this Blu-ray n 
extends to the disc's sole bonus 
feature. Interviews with the Cast 
and Crew is a 35-min reel of 
what must surely be raw EPK 

material waiting to be edited 

into promotional featurettes. 
Consequently absolutely nothing 
is provided by way of insight into 
the production, with the bland 
questions to director and cast running 
more along the lines of :'What 
is the film about?', 'What 
character do you play in 
the film?’ and 'What 

acted you to 
the part?' 




HCC VERDICT 

Ironclad Warner All-region 

BD £20 Approx 

This fun action flick is 


done a serious disservice by a 
compromised hi-def package 
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Justified: The 
Second Season 


SonyPictures 
£35 Approx 


R2DVD 



5 Th is sjperior cop 
show digs even 

deeper into the wo rid 
of Harlan County, 
Kentucky and the 
people who live there, including a new 
crime matriarch and a strong-willed 
teenage girl who seeni to have walked 
straigh t out of IVlnter's Sone. As good 
as the show is, it's frustrating that Sony 
Pictures refuses to release it on Blu-ray 
in the UK. This three-disc DVD set 
boasts impressive anamorphic 1.78:1 
transfers and lively DD5.1 audio, but all 
we really want is an H D release for the 
show, Extras are limited to a single 
18-min sei: tour. AvB 


4 


Psychoville: 
Series 2 

2entertain-^ All-region BD 

it's unlikely that this 
cult comedy wilt 
return to our screens 
for a third series, but 
at least it went out 
on a high with a stellar run of six funny, 
poignant and horrifying episodes that 

tied up all of the dangling plot threads 

- and killed off many of the fan- 
favourite characters. This two-disc 
Blu-ray release delivers well-encoded 
AVC 1,78:11080150 episodes and the 

48-min Halloween Special, but is let 
down by the plain Dolby Digital 2.0 
audio. Extras include six episode 
commentaries, a Making of.,, and four 
character profiles. AvB 

O 


£30 Approx 



The Kingdom I & II: 
Broadcast Edition 


Second Sight-»Region R2 DVD-»£35 
Approx 

Previously, only the 
first series of Lars Von 
Trier's TV show about 
supernatural 
occurrences at a 
Copenhagen hospital was available 
on DVD in the UK, and then only in the 
form of a four-hour cinema re-edit 



This four-disc set brings both series in 
their original episodic form, alongside 
plentiful extras including a select scene 
commentary, a documentary about 
Von Trier and a leogthy interview, 
Admittedly, the Dolby 2.0 audio and 
1,33:1 picture aren't great, but Von Trier 
himself stated, ‘we did ail kinds of 
things to make it look terrible'. AvB 



Akira 

Manga -* Region B BD 
£20 Approx 

After introducing the 
West to Japanese 
anime 23 years ago, 
KatsuhiroOtomo’s 
sci-fi epic has lost 
no ne of its powe r a nd abili ty to wow 
viewers, This Blu-ray release is the 
perfect way to revisit the film thanks 

to its restored avC 1.85:11080p encode. 

Imagery is pleasing, with a sharpness 
and colour f ide^ty the DVDs could never 
capture. However, the disc's biggest 
triumph is the ‘hypersonic’192kHz 
Japanese Dolby TrueHD 5,1 mix, a 
remarkably rich and powerful 
soundtrack. Extras are few: five trailers 
and 737 pages of Otomo’s hand-drawn 
storyboards. AvB 

O 



Pulp flick is a bit of rough 


Swords 'n sorcery fun 

Conan the Barbarian 

may not be particularly faithful to Robert 
E Howard’s original pulp writing, but 
this 1982 flick is a rollicking piece of 

fantasy filmmaking that almost single- 

handedly made Arnold Schwarzenegger a 
Hollywood superstar and heralded a renaissance 
in the swords n' sorcery genre. 'Written by Oliver 
Stone and directed by John Milius. it’s a suitably 

bleak and macho piece of filmmaking where men 

are muscular, women are barely dressed and 
camels exist only to be punched in the face. 

In other words, it’s bloody brilliant. 
C/trfsJe/rJIfrnsr'Crom’s eyel’ This hi-def outing for 
the Cimmerian brute is every bit as rough and 
ready as the man himself. Presented as an AVC 
2.35:11080p encode, Conan the Barbarian doesn't 
appear to have had much spit and polish applied 
to it recently. Small scratches and other minor 


be the same surround track used on the 
DVD release, only now in lossless form. This 
means it’s the same forced surround effects 
(which, thankfully, aren’t too intrusive) and 
limited dynamics as before, only now with 
the added benefit of Basil Poledouris’ triumphant 
score sounding richer than ever. 

Anton van Beek: The majority of the extras here 
will be familiar to owners of the earlier R2 DVDs, 
including a commentary by John Milius and Arnie, 
a five-min reel of deleted scenes, a 53-min Making 
of... documentary, a featurette on Conan’s literary 
background, a special effects comparison, an 
animated art gallery and a pair of trailers. But it 

does serve up a new featurette about the film's 

sword maker and unseen, archival interviews from 
1982, Universal is promising an extended 136-min 
cut of the film and new U-Controt features on its 
US release, neither of which is on this UK release. 




HCC VERDICT 

Conan the Barbarian 

20th Century Fox 
All-region BD 
£20 Approx 

A mediocre HD disc for 
one of Arnie’s best-loved films 





blemishes are evident in a number of scenes 
and (outside of close-ups) there's very little to 
get excited about in the way of fine detail. Much 
of this may well be down to the original materials 
(the film stock used features a heavy grain 
structure) as even the colours don't appear 
particularly vibrant. It's a definite step up from 
previous DVD incarnations, but perhaps not as big 
a leap forward as fans may have been expecting 
- so it will be interesting to compare this to 
Universal's imminent US Blu-ray release to see 
if there are any differences in image quality, 

Mark Craven: Disappointingly, this Blu-ray release 
suffers from the same problem as Fox's old R2 
Special Edition DVD - the glaring omission of the 

original mono soundtrack, in its place we have a 
DTS-HD Master Audio 5.1 mix. which appears to 
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The dwarf in the red coat returns to the alleyways of Venice in Nic Roeg s masterpiece 



Don’t Look Now 

has often been called one of the 
best films in the history of British 
cinema - and with good reason. 
Adapted from a short story by 
Daphne du Maurier, Nic Roeg's 
film is more than a mere horror film, rather it’s 


an intriguing psychological study of grief centred 
on a married couple (played by Donald Sutherland 
and Julie Christie) who lose their daughter in a 
freak accident. And while the story that unfolds 
is itself gripping, it’s the visual elements and 
symbols that Roeg brings into play that allows 
it to transcend the limitations of genre 

and become something truly special. 

Chris Jenkins: Over the past decade, Don’t Look 
Now has received three DVD releases in the UK, 
all of which appeared to be based on the same 
master. As good as they were, this Blu-ray release 

is a huge improvement. Supervised by Roeg, 
the new restoration brings fresh life to the film’s 
beautiful colour palette, while the shift to lOSOp 
resolution ensures that the AVC 1.85:1 encode 
unearths plenty of intricate detailing that went 
unnoticed on earlier incarnations. And. unlike 


some of Optimum's earlier restorations, DNR 
scrubbing isn't too much of an issue here either, 
with the print exhibiting plenty of grain. 

Mark Craven: Your impression of this Blu-ray's 

soundtrack will be heavily dependent on whether 
or not you are familiar with the earlier DVD 
releases, For those of you coming to the film for 
the first time, it’s just a nicely restored LPCM 2,0 
that copes well with the limitations of the 
source material. However, readers who know 
the distorted music and inaudible dialogue 
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HCC VERD CT 


Don't Look Now 
Optimum Region B BD 

£20 Approx 

Roeg's unsettling 

masterpiece finally gets the 
home release it deserves 


o 

o 

o 



on the old DVDs will see this as nothing less than 
a revelation. There’s a clarity and range to the 
material (particularly Donaggio’s haunting score) 
that has simply never been heard before, which 
makes this an unmitigated triumph. 

Anton van Beek: Optimum has wisely carried over 
the extras it prepared for its old Special Edition 
DVD releases, as well as providing a handful of 
exclusive goodies, in the former camp are a 
superb commentary by director Nic Roeg, an intro 
by Alan Jones, the 20-min retrospective featurette 
Looking Back, the trailer and a 16-min extract from 
a 19805 documentary about the director, entitled 

Nothing is as it Seems. Making their debut on the 
Blu-ray are lengthy interviews with composer Pino 
Donaggio, screenwriter/praducer Allan Scott, 
cinematographer Tony Richmond, Donald 
Sutherland and fan Danny Boyle, The latter is also 

responsible for a compressed version of the film 
(a tribute to Roeg) included on the disc. 


The Funhouse 


Tenebrae 


A rraw -»Al l-regi or B D 
£28 Approx 



Tobe Hooper's 1981 
flick about a sleazy 
funfair that plays 
home to a deformed 
killer is a fun diversion 


for slasher fans, thanks to its 


eye-catching set design and 
sympathetic characters. 'While the AVC 
2,35:11080p shows some print damage 
and looks pretty soft at times, it doesn't 
seem as noisy as Arrow’s Tenebrae 
Blu-ray (right). Rather less impressive 
is the tinny [and lossy) DTS 2,0 audio. 
Alongside optional sleeves and booklet, 
the disc is packed with extras such 
as three audio commentaries, four 
interviews, an archival Q&A. the 
trailer and stills, MC 



ArrowAll-region BD 
£22 Approx 



Arrow revisits 
another Dario 
Argento classic in HD, 
and once again fans 

are leftwith a Blu-ray 


that frustrates as much as it impresses. 


The disc is accompanied by a wealth of 
goodies including two commentaries, 
interviews, the trailer, footage of Goblin 
performing the title tracks from this 
film and Phenomena (with lossless 
audio 1] and the usual poster, booklet 


and reversible sleeves. The problems 
stem from the AVC 185:11080p image, 
which - while better than the old UK 


DVD - suffers from contrast boosting 
and a surfeit of digital noise instead of 
genuine film grain, MC 



The New York 
Ripper 

Shameless'♦All-region BD 
£20 Approx 

LucioFu lei’s 1982 
slasher still troubles 
the BBFC today, as 
evidenced by 29 
seconds of cuts made 
to this release. However this is mitigated 
somewhat by the use of substituted 
reaction shots and the addition of rare 
extra footage. The AVC 2.35:1 lOBOp 
encode features good colour saturation 
and plenty of fine grain (although some 
extra footage is sourced from non-HD 
material, so isn't quite up to the same 
standard) and the lossless mono audio 
(in English, Italian or Spanish) is clear 
but tinny. Extras include a booklet, 
interview and trailer, AvB 

Q 



The Witchf inder 
General 


Odecin-+All-region BD 
£25 Approx 



Odeon makes its 
hi-def debut with this 
"Digitally Remastered 
Special Edition’of 
Michael Reeves' 


celebrated '60s shocker. While the 
source print still shows some wear and 
tear, the label deserves a big slap on the 
back for serving up a remarkable AVC 
1.85:11080p encode that is far sharper 
and more vibrant than any version I've 
seen before. Similar praise can be 
extended to the clarity of the DTS-HD 
MA 20 dual-mono soundtrack. 

A wealth of extras includes a 
commentary, documentary about 
Michael Reeves and a short film. AvB 
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STORES 

NATIONWIDE 

Aberdeen* 01224 2S2797 
Basingstoke* 012S6 32431 I 
Blackpool* 01253 300599 
Bolton'01204 395739 
Brentwood* 01277 264730 
Brighton (Hove)* 01273 733338 
Bristol* 0 17 974 3727 
Bromley 020 3290 1938 
Camberley '01276 685597 
CaffibridEe'01223 304770 
Cardiff* 029 2022 3565 
Chelsea* 020 7352 9466 
Cheltenham'01242 241 171 


ChoHeywwd {Wadbrd}' 0845 5CM 6364 
Enfield'020 8367 313? 

Epsom* 01372 720720 
Exeter* 01392 218895 
Glasgow* 0141 332 9655 
Guildford 01^83 536666 
Holborn* 020 7837 7540 
Kingston* 020 3547 0717 
Lancaster* 01524 39657 
Leeds (Werherby) 01937 586386 
Lincoln' 01522 527397 
Loughton' 020 8532 0770 
Maidstone'01622 686366 
Manchester* 0161 839 8869 
Norwich'01603 767605 
Nottingham' 0115 91 I 2121 


Oxford'01365 24 773 
Poole'01702 671677 
Portsmouth* 023 9266 3604 
Preston* 01772 883958 
Reading 0 13 959 7768 
Sevenoaks 01732 459555 
Sheffield* 0114 255 5B6I 
Southampton* 023 8033 7770 
Swansea* 01792 474600 
Swindon* 01793 533222 
Tunbridge Wells 01892 531543 
Warrington' 01925 632179 
Weybridge 01932 840859 
With am (Essex) 01376 501733 
Worcester' 01905 619059 
Yeovil'01935 700073 


VISITOUR 

WEBSITE 

for the latest offers and news, 
as well as the convemeni 
option 10 order rrsany 
pnoducts on-line or dick to 
reserve befo^ >oj trave-. 




NEW 201 I 
GUIDE 

Visit our website and request 
the rcw 56 page Sevenoaks 
and Audio T guide FREE. 

C>Jy 


PLEASE NOTE; SOME &R.ANDS/PKODUCTS ARE NOT AVAILABLE AT ALL STORES. SPEC lAl/ADDED VALUE OFFERS ARE NOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFER (NICWAOO). ADVERT VALID UNTIL IJtmiQi I. EftOE 

'THESE STORES ARE EITHER LICENSED OR FRANCHISED AND OPERATE UNDER A LICENCE AGREEMENT TO SEVENOAKS SOUND i VISION. 
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REAL PEOPLE 


Our staff are friendly^ knowledgeable and passionate 
about music and film and the equipment needed to get 
the most out of your colleccion.They will be delighted 

to assist you in making the right selection to ensure you 

enpy your system for years to come. 



REAL STORES 

Sevenoaks Sound & Vision have Stores Matjonwide - &ch 
carries the very best in Home Cinema and Hi-Fi equipment on 
display ready for you to watch, listen to and compare in our 

dedicated demonstration rooms. 



REAL PRODUCTS 

A wide selection of products from the world's leading 

manufacturers, both traditional and contemporary is in stock 

and available for you to take home.We also offer a delivery 
and installation service as well as a convenient on-line option 

to click and reserve many of our products before you travel. 






YOU 




When connected to a suitable nerwork your VIERA Connect or 
Samsung SmartTV t^n be transforrned into a central hub for watch¬ 
ing the lacest'lfouTube videos, catching up with TV shows using BBC 

iPtayer along with gaming, social networking and much more! 



BSH tnyw 


NEW 


SAMSUNG 3D LED TV 

D7000 & DSOOO 


1 _ 

1 S«m«jng 

1 

^RTTV 



FOR THE LASTESTTV RANGES FROM PANASONIC. 
PHILIPS. SAMSUNG ^ SONY VISIT WWW.SSAV.COH 



NEW 

PANASONIC VIERA 


3D 





NATV 


VT30 & GT30 

3D LED TV 

DT30 


im 





PANASONIC DMP-BDT310 30 BLU-RAY PLAYER 

Jh\s new top-of-thc-range 30 player offers everything yo\j coud 
possibly ivope for in a Biii-ray player 

ALSO AVAILABLE: DMP-BDTI10 & DMP-BDT3I0 



DENON AVR-I9I2 AV RECEIVER 

Tois new AV ^^erver fe^lunes buift-ri support for Apple's AirRay 
HDMi nputs. DLN A conripetbilfty Eind several stneaming medki 
services, such as Rh^ody and RamioraL 



PIONEER VSX-921 AV RECEIVER 

' heVSX'921 meets all the popular AV receiver needs 7.1 surround 
sound a di^l conncctior! for your iFbc plus Apple AirPlay for 
wirelessly streaming music from any compatible device. 



SONY BDP-S780 3D BLU-RAY PLAYER 

New 3D Bu-ray disc player which also supports muffifricdia con¬ 
tent frarr the Inteiriei: or from a computer 

ALSO AVAILAB LE: SONY BDP-S3eO & BDP-S580 



ONKYO TX-NR&09 AV RECEIVER 

Get the nro^ out of you^ movies, music and gaming with Onikyo's 
fnUjitrve easy to use AV neceMers. 

ALSO AVAILAB LE: ON KYO TX- NRS(>9 










AftCAM FMJAVR40fl AV RECEIVER 

Using lecnnotogy developed from the acclaimed AVR6(X) receiver 
and AV888 processor; the new AVR^tOO has been des^;lopcd as a 
mcine affordable way to access Ancam's -egendary sotJnd quality. 


www.SSAV.com 


Please Note: Some brands/pnoducis are not avaibble at all 
stores- Special^added value offers are not in conjunction with any 
other offer (NICWAOO). 

ADVERTVAUD UNTIL UfOmOl i.E&OE 


Release: StoreMags & FantaMag 
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PANASONIC DMR^BSeSO SLU^ftAY^HOO RECORDER 

Enjoy outstanding necoind and pla^/back quality with this SOCXjB 
Eneesat HD Biu-ray / HDD recorder 


PIONEER BDP-LXS-I 3D BLU^RAY PLAYER 

With its advanced features and sfxjcificat^on, this 3D player 
eri5iJi^5 the h ghest quality playtiack of BJ J^ray disc? and DVDs. 





YAMAHA YSP-4100 -YSP-5100 SOUNDSAR 

Improve your fV sound with a dig,ital sound projector heatuires 
include HD decoding, 40 beam drivers and digital amplification. 



DEMON AVR-23II AV RECEIVER 

I his versatile and gncomprom sing AV receiver meets the needs of 
Ixjth home cinema enlhusiar^ and beginners a fee. 


PIONEER SC-LX83 AV RECEIVER 

This fcatu^^e packed AV receiver won ‘best receiver £ 1500+' in 
the What Hi^Ei awards 2010. 


KEF KHT 700S * KHT 800S AV SPEAKERS 

Stunning S.l surround soured frionn or^ly four s im speaker for 
your flat scree n 1V, 



CANTON 

MOVIE 125 MX 

SPEAKER PACKAGE 


Ths impressK^ly capable 
package comor'ses fom- 
identcal satellite sneakers. 


1 . a larger centne 

speaker and an 
J acti^ aJbwQofer 


BOWERS Sr WILKINS MT 25 SPEAKER PACKAGE 

This award winning 5-1 speaker system combines BStWs Ml 
satel lite speakers with the ASW60e subwoofer 

PANORAMA SOUNDBAR 
Panorama adds a whole new dimension to home entertainment 
bringing iruy mnnersive surround souf>d to yourTV from a single, 

disc^^eet 5 pea<er 



BSW MT-^i 







BOSTON SOUNDWARE XS 5,1 
SPEAKER PACKAGE 

T his award'wiming srraJI. but sturdy, speaker package gives 
a cohesive, baiancedjull-bodied sound. 


KEF AUDIO T SERIES 



Enjoy 5<5iojs hi-fi sourKl with KEFs utra-slim 
T Series speakers. Featuring a new low profile 
woofer and vented iweeter for ctear nrBcrange 
and spark] ng detail 




Q SERIES 

The new Q series 
features an all new Lkii-Q 
array wrth advanced bass 
technologies. 



JVC DLA-X3 D-ILA 3D PROJECTOR 

Experience 3D movies, games and sport at home.The ne^v 
DLA-X3 D-ILA proiccto#- will bring another dimension to 

y^r viewkig enjcjyment 


MONITOR AUDIO 

For su;3e-nor sound quality anywhere in you- home. Memrtor A.idio has a speaker solution. 




RADIUS HD 10 




SOUND & VISIO 




























































































NEW HARDWARE >KURO, AGAIN 



A 


NG 


Q 

J 





an axe to grind? Wont to comment on current 


technology? Need to share? 




I '--w. 


I :,i 


-f 


is here to help 


] V 1 y I 1 1% I L i ... i . 

Thank you! I have changed my 
six-year-old AV kit. it comprised 
a 32in Samsung LC, a Samsung 
DVD player, a Denon AVR and 
5ky+. So. out with the old and 
in with the new! 

I have kept my surround 
system I bought about six years 
ago - Monitor Audio Radius and 
a Velodyne CHT subwoofer, but 
I read your magazine, chose 

some new gear and have been 
impressed, This includes the 
new Onkyo TX-NR609 receiver, 
Panasonic DMP-BDT310 and 
Panasonic TX-P55VT30 
plasma, bought from the 

Glasgow branch of Loud + 

Clear. They’re a great bunch 
of guys who know their stuff, 
and are happy to demo new 
hardware and give you tips 
and pointers. 


Onk^o's TX-NR609: Helping HCC reader David 
enjoy lossless surround sound 




Anyway, I am blown away with 
the picture and the sound! 

The new Onkyo TX-NR609 has 
made such a big dif frence to 

the quality of the audio, and 

while my wife initially thought 
the TV was too big, after we 


had our first Blu-ray movie 
night she gave the thumbs up 
So a big thanks to Home 
Cinema Choice and Loud + 

Clear, who also helped set up 

the kit. 

David Nimmo, Glasgow 


We’re glad you’re enjoying your 
newly acquired kit so much, 
and that we could be of help in 
providing reviews of the latest 
gear on the market. It’s always 

good to hear about an expert 
outfit like Loud + Clear, too. 




4 « i 


W t 

H 


4 

w 

4 

• 

» 

k 

» 

• 




* < 

1 


> 



' • 

• 






r 

1 j 



f' 'J 

■'ll 

• ^ • 

. ' ^ 1' 


!• 

k 




1 * 

• 4 


• \ 



■y 

*» • *' 


— 


l j 


A 





i— 

Wk 

, 


- k. 

4 


r-. 





I. 


■ V 


1 


/ r 


Can you please advise me ? 
As a child, my mum had a friend 

who we used to visit and he had a Bang &. 
Olufsen system in his minimalist house! 
Because of this childhood memory I have 
always wanted a house dripping in B&iO! 

I am now 35 and have achieved the 
dream. However anyone who now comes 


I hope you publish my letter as I think 
there are many disillusioned people 
such as myself around i think many 
people will just purchase a system 
from the likes of B&O because it’s 

knowing 


an all-in-one shop, 
the Manager & 
Assistant Manager 



over looks at my system like it’s made out of Richer Sounds 
of endangered panda skins. 

Have I missed the point? Before my 
Bang & Olufsen spree, I had a house 
wired from 15 years of shopping at Richer 
Sounds - and the sound from my Eltax 
floorstanders and Yamaha amplifier 
was better. 

So, I bought last month’s HCC because 
I was scared that I am 10 years behind and 
from that issue it looks like I am. What is 
your opinion of B&O? Can it be built into 
a system worthy of a smile, instead of the 
kind of reaction you'd expect if you had 
a framed picture of Hitler on your wall? 


DOUBLE PLAY 

i r>,. 


Birmingham for 
over 10 years, when 
I told them what I 

had done they 
looked at me in 
disgust - and 
wouldn’t even let me 
take a free lollipop. I 
think my letter could 
highlight to many 
readers the perils of 
purchasing decisions 
Matthew Rodney, 
via email 




tfAST... A t^QN'STPP 
- thrill RjOt 

***** 
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Thanks for your letter, it raised a smile 
but we can understand your problem. 
B&o certainly has a fabulous reputation, 

but mainly among people who have lots 
of money and not much knowledge 
about AV gear. The fact is that consumer 

giants such as Samsung 

are spending millions on 

technology R&D, while 
with 6&0 you’re paying 
for what is not 
necessarily cutting-edge 

tech In a fancy case with 

an enormous price tag. 

We’re not suggesting 
there’s anything wrong 
with B&O gear as such, 
it’s just that it’s not 
aimed at AV 
enthusiasts. Ff you 
spent the same sort of 
money on serious AV 
kit, you'd get a 
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Don’t be an Alan Smithee! Joining Home Cinema 
Choice’s online community is free, fast and fun 


On the home page of www.homeciftemachQice.coin, scroll down the 

right-hand side of the page until you see the Login box. Click the Join Here 

button, choose a username and then 
create your profile. You can upload 
an image to represent you online and 
use your signature to tell fellow 
AV fans about your own system 
automatically every time you post. 

Joining the big AV debate online 
has never been easier! 



I am a subscriber to the mag, 
and when reading the 
Panasonic 55VT30 TV review 
(HCC #197), I noticed you state 

that the Panasonic has deeper 

black levels than the Pioneer 
Kuros, Can I ask what have you 
done to know this? 

Matthew Bridger, via email 

Good question. To test TVs we 
use a variety of tools including 
ChromaPure Pro software with 
a ChromaSPro colorimeter 
supplied by Kattbrate. This 
system measures the light 
output from the screen and 
can calculate various values 
including black level, contrast 

and colour balance. 

We admit that we didn’t 
re-test a Kuro against the 


stunning system, but what 
are you aiming for? 

Something that looks nice 

in your living room or serious 
performance? If you want 
some ideas, we suggest you 
contact your local CEDIA 
member for some advice 

about your custom 
installation options. 

And don’t write off the 
less trendy but more 
AV-sawy manufacturers. 

Winnen Star Letter writer 
Matthew wins a copy of 
Source Code on Double 
Ploy BD & DVD courtesy 

of Optimum Home 
Entertainment It's 
available to buy from 
August 15, priced at 

£25 approx. 


Panasonic In this case, and 

when we reviewed the last 
Kuro set (back in January 
2009) we were using a 
different system - Datacolor 

software with a Spyder 2 meter 

- but of course, when 
calibrated properly, the two 
systems should have given 
consistent results. However, 
our reviewer John Archer did 
have extensive experience 
with the Kuro, so his subjective 
opinion was also significant in 
our conclusions. 

Certainly, we were all keen 

to look at the Panasonic when 
it came, and there was general 
agreement that we hadn’t seen 
anything better since the Kuro 

- but It might be interesting to 

get a Kuro In and re-test it at 
some stage. If we can find one! 
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Thanks for the interesting 
write up about the renovation 
of the film The Bridge on the 
River Kwai 

I loved cinema from the first 
time my school took me to 
see a film, probably in 1953 
or 1954 I wanted to be a 
cinematographer, but living on 

a tiny nation there were no 
possibilities. But I did work as a 
projectionist at the local cinema 
for about three years, where 
thousands of feet of film 

passed between my fingers, 
sometimes stopping to have 
a look at that small 35mm 
picture with all its beauty. 

I always loved Bridge on the 
River Kwai and I've bought the 
Blu-ray, When I sit in front of my 
three-metre screen with a SIM2 
C3X behind me, I visualize those 
millions of pictures. 1 also love 
the flowing grain of the original 
film, which gives it life. 


So my thanks to the people 

who made the renovation of 

this David Lean picture, as it 
was one of my favourites. 

Now I am wondering about 
Lawrence of Arabia ! 

Saviour Gaud, Malta 

Thanks for your reminiscences. 
And, of course, your extensive 
spreadsheet detailing every 
DVD and Blu-ray you own - 
with over 4200 titles you beat 
The Beek! We’d be interested 
to see how many discs other 
readers own. Let us know... 


Regarding the story on HCC’s 
website about Samsung’s new 
Smart View app - what about 
the rest of us with older 
Samsung TVs? I have a 
UE46CB000 - not exactly 
a crap or cheap TV and not 
exactly old. If they aren’t 

releasing an update for the 
older models to support this 
functionality because they 
want the cash, then why not 
offer it as a paid-for upgrade? 

Anonymous, via the website 

We certainly agree that the 
development of ‘Smart TV’ 
this year has led to older, 

supposedly ‘smart’ models 

looking somewhat outdated. 
And, as you point out, your 
screen is only a 2010 model. 
Unfortunately, we assume 
these new features are not 

firmware upgradable 
(newer features require 
greater processing power and 
memory), or, as you suggest, 

Samsung may have provided 

a pay-upgrade option. 

Of course, you can smarten 
up your TV in other ways. 
Check out our roundup of 

next-gen Blu-ray players (page 

75) which incorporate plenty 
of the Smart TV features 
offered on new TVs but at 
a fraction of the price. 



I was scanning through your 
mag the other day and came to 
your letters page. I couldn't quite 
believe my eyes, when not only 
did you effectively condone one 
of the letter writers for admitting 
to breaking the copyright laws 
on DVDs (by publishing it), but 
you actually gave them a prize 
for writing a letter about it. 



You do know that using 
software to break the protection 
on DVDs (as stated in the Digital 
Millennium Copyright Act) is 
illegal don’t you? You do know 
that Mac The Ripper, does about 
everything possible to remove 
any and all protection from a 

DVD too? 

So why are you rewarding 
someone who openly states 
that they are illegally ripping 
DVDs, with software that 

contravenes the DMCA? 

Would one of Future's gaming 
magazines allow discussions 
about JTagged 360s, and ripping 
games to the hard drive? 

Or installing the homebrew 
channel on the Wii and ripping 
discs to a USB hard drive? 

I suspect not! Yet for some 
reason. HCC thinks it is okay to 
discuss illegal DVD ripping, and 
gives prizes out to those that do 
it... some messed up morals you 
seem to have there. 

Of course, you're probably 
thinking,., 'knows a lot about 
illegal console activity, probably 
pirates games, the hypocrite’. 
Well, the answer to that is no, 

I'm a 25-year games industry 

veteran, who actually respects 
copyright laws... you have 
to know about these things 
when your livelihood depends 
on it. And if you doubt the 

validity of that statement... 
Google my name. 

Lee Cawley, via email 

Thanks for your comments, 

Lee - sorry to have upset 
you by publishing the 
aforementioned letter. 
However, while HCC doesn’t 
condone piracy and the 

downloading of pirated 

material, we do think the 
current law - which makes 
it illegal (in the UK anyway) 
to make a digital copy of 
legally purchased material 

for personal use — is so out 
of whack with the way 
consumers handle their media 
that it’s unsupportable. Just 
because something's illegal 
doesn't make it reprehensible 
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Home Cinema Choices hardware reviews combine the subjective 
opinion of our seasoned reviewers with hard technical data. 

Chris Jenkins explains how the HCC Tech Labs work 






9 



hardware reviews combine the 
opinions of our experienced reviewers 
with objective technical data from our test lab. Here's how 
we do it... 

HCCs gear reviews have a long tradition of combining 
the subjective opinions of experienced reviewers with 
hard scientific data from our test labs. That way, you can 
be sure that there's no danger of favouritism or prejudice 
creeping into the reviews - when we combine the 
reviewer’s opinions with the test data, we can be sure 
that the results we present to you, the readers, are honest, 

reliable and accurate. 

For over 20 years, we have been developing testing 
methods for every AV technology from CRT TV and VCRs 
to the latest 3D flatscreens, multichannel amplifiers and 
media players. Our testers have been trained by the iSF, 
Tektronix, Home Acoustic Alliance and other industry 
bodies, and we use industry-standard testing equipment 
so we can be confident our results make sense in terms 
of manufacturers’ claims. 

Our Tech Labs set-up consists of two main facilities. 

Used mainly fortesting TVs, projectors and speakers, 
the Viewing Room is designed to reproduce the conditions 
found in atypical mid-range home cinema installation, 
Created by award-winning custom installers Pounds 

(www.poundstvco.uk), it's completely light-proofed 
for testing of TVs and projectors, is partially soundproofed 
using Acoustibiok {www.acoustiblok.com), and has been 
acoustically treated and tuned using custom absorbers and 
diffusers by the experts at RPG (www.rpg-europe.co,uk). 

The room has a resident Crystal Acoustics TX-T2 72 
speaker system, Onkyo TX-NR5008 receiver and a 


Screen Research lOOin projection screen, TVs, projectors 

and other AVRs are moved in as needed for testing. We 

use a TV stand from Gecko (www,gecko-furniture.co.uk) 
for mounting flatscreens. A Philips 4GPFL9705H TV is 
used for 3D movie and games playback. The room is fully 
cabled with speaker. HDMI, and interconnects from 

Peerless. Multiple displays can be fed from the same 
source using a Gefen 2-in-4-out HDMI switcher/splitter, 
and the room is also equipped with network connections. 

The testing equipment used for TVs and projectors 
is the ChromaSPro meter and ChromaPure Pro 
software supplied by Kalibrate Ltd (www,kalibrate.co,uk). 
This sophisticated tristimulus colorimeter and analysis 
software allows us to measure functions such as contrast 
ratio, colour temperature and luminance, all essentials in 
picture performance. 

The “esr Lab 

Mainly used for performance analysis of amplifiers 
and players, the Test Lab is equipped with an Audio 
Precision APX585 multichannel analyser. This generates 

programmable test signals, and runs a huge range of 

tests of functions such as output power, frequency 
response and distortion. It also has digital audio test 
functions, A Tektronix VM700 is used for analysis of 
analogue video signals. 

Cables for the test system are again from Peerless. 

In addition to the main test units, we use a number 
of audio and video signal generators from Sencore and 
Snell & Wilcox, analogue test equipment such as a 
oscilloscope, mains power meters from Maplin, a library 

of test and measurement DVDs and Blu-rays (plus all 
the newest software releases), and standardised digital 
files for media players. 
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TV power consumption: Watts 



White 5cr««n; This is a 

measurement of a 
display's power 
consumption in Watts 
when displaying a pure 
white lOOiRE signal 
with muted audio 



Test footage; Here 

the power 

consumpti on is 

measursd with a 

looped test sequence 
of live footage 
{complete with 
explosions!} and the 
audio volume up 


TV contrast: ratio 


Claimed 

10,000:1 



Actual 

450:1 


picture: Contrast ratio 

claims by TV 
manufacturers a re 
often extravagant, and 

don't follow an 
established standard. 
Our reat-vyodd 
measurements cut 
through the hype and 
allow one brand's 
contrast to be 
compared with another 
in a consistent way 



Presets: Most TVs 
default to a picture 
setting, which is too 
bright and "hot'(blue), 
in order to make them 
look good in shops, but 
also have a choice of 
colour temperature 

presets.'We tell you 
which of these gets 
closest to the industry 
standard setting of 
6, BOOK (D65) 


Blu-ray/DVD power consumption: Watts 



IdUng; By EU 
regulation, standby 
power consumption for 
most devices is now 
under 1W, so we don't 
usually measure this; 
but the consumption 
when power is on can 
be considerably higher, 
so we measure this 
for DVD and Blu-ray 
players and some 
other devices 


Playing; When a disc is 
Spinning, the device's 
power consumption 
usually rises, so we 
measure when playing 
a standard disc. In 
theory, media players 
should display no 
change in consumption 

when playing 
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Audio Jitter: Ps 

1,000 

SCO 1.500 


0 2,000 

Sound; The analogue 
audio litter from a 
device such as a Blu-ray 
player 1$ measured in 
picoseconds. The lower 
the number, the better. 
Though analogue 
audio output is perhaps 
rarely used, i itter is 
often a good indicator 

of the general build 
and component quality 

of many devices 



















Test bench: The Viewing Room 
(above) simulates a typical home 
cinema, 



For testing of media software and portable testing 

applications, we use an MSI GT640 laptop PC with HDM 
output and SRS sound. 


Results 

All this testing generates a huge mount of data, which 

is fed into product reviews and stored on our database. 
From this we can establish performance averages which 


help us to keep our scoring realistic. Of course, this mass 
of information is too unwieldy and detailed to publish 
in the magazine unedited, so our next job is to present 
It in a way which Is meaningful and easy to understand, 
Our graphical presentations (see below) should make it 
all more digestible. So, while one key reviewer is normally 
by-lined for our tests, the whole team will have been 
involved in bringing you results you can rely on 


Video Jitter: Ns 



Vision; Again, the 
analogue video jitter of 
a DVD or BD player may 
be less relevan ( when 
(he digital output is 
normally used, but it is 
a good indicator of 
general build and 

compon ent quality, Wt 

also measure other 
video quality indicators 

such as chroma 
crosstalk and frequency 
response at 5 j8MHz 


Amp output power Watts (8t2.0 5% THD) 

(SC 

too 200 


Loading: Boot/Java 

Boot speed & 
tray eject 



Tray in to 
main BD menu 



Blu-ray disc players can 


be annoyingly slow to 
load and play discs, 
thanks mainly to the 
DRM and Java content, 

Wt measure t imes 
from power on to tray 

opening, and tray 
in to hoot menu on a 
standard BD disc 


AVR power: Watts 



|>owered; Power 
consumpti on of a n AV 
amp can be high, hut 
it's a requirement of 
decent output levels. 

We measure 
consumptio n i n two 
states, when i die. and 
when loaded with 
a multichannel 

surround system 


ISO 



2‘channel 

Manufacturers' claims 
for amplifier output 
power can be wildly 
exaggerated, and 
testing standards vary 
widely. Our tests deliver 
a figure for stereo 
performance with an 
8£2load, and quote a 
Total Harmonic 
Distortion result 



S-chann«l8i2:in 

most cases, 

multichannel 

performance will not 
match up to the 
two-channel figure. We 
push the products to its 
limit in multi-channel 
mode and quote th e 
figure reached before 

unaaeptable 
distort ion results 


Pure power: Watts 


Onkvci rx-SR<eaT 



130W 


Maranti AVB003 

now 



0«ionAVR-2SD0 





STR-OAsacors 

BOW 



SIgnal/nolse: dB 

20Hz 

-7963 

1kHz 

H -75dB 

20kHz 

■ -48dB 


Fidelity firewall: This 
is our way of measuring 
an amp's output power 
ability before it is 
tainted by distortion, 
We measure at IK Hz 
with an 8D load to 
0,05% THD to get an 
indication both of 
output power and 
component quality 


S/N tests: These amp 
measurements reveal 
the ratio of signal to 
noise at a spec ific 
frequency. Low, mid 
and high readings are 
taken to determine the 
imaging and sonic 
character of the amp 
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40in KDL'40EX524 
£SOO Approx 



40(n Edge LED set with a 
wealth of Smart TV functions 

Highs: VOD featoresare first- 
rate: 



Lows: Motion resolution isn't 
brilliant; noMKV support 


<■ Specifications 

3D: No 

Full HD: Yes (to 108Op) 

1920 n 1080 resolution 
No. of HDMI inputs: 4 
No. of Scart inputs; 1 (RGB) 
No of oomporent inputs; 1 
PC input; 1 

Digital tuner; Vbs. Fre&w HD 


Tested: Issue 197 

For more info visit: 

www.sony.co.uk 



Sflv, SUNG 

55ln UE55C9000 

£7.000 Approx 



Flagship 3D set from Samsung 
is a true statement screen 

Highs: Class-leading design; 
first-rate AV performance 




feature of Samsung's 70ll range 


-> Specifications 

3D: Yes, active shutter 
Full HD: Yes (to I080p) 
1920x1080 resolution 
No, of H DM I inputs; 4 
No, of Scart inputs: 1 (RGB) 
No. of component inputs: 1 
PC input: 1 

Digital tuner: Yes, Freevw HD 


Tested: Issue 185 

For more info visit: 

WWW. sa msun g.co.uk 



PHILIP! 
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The Cinemascope TV returns 
with 3D and LED backlighting 

Highs: Ultra-wide form; 

'net connectivity; picture 
performance 

Lows: No HD tuner 


Specifications 

3D: Yes. active shutter 
Full HD: Yes (to 108Op) 
2,560 X 1.080 resr^ution 
No, of HDMI inputs: 4 
No, of Scart inputs; 2 (1 RGB) 
No. of component inputs: 1 
PC input: Via HDMI only 

tuner; Yes, Reevie^v 



Tested: Issue 190 

For mare info visit: 
w w w. philips. CO. yk 
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47 LW 550 T 
£ 1,200 Approx 
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Passive 3D set performs well 
and offers excellent value 

H ighs: Seven pairs of 3D spex 
prrwided; Smart TV features; 

fuss-free 30 viewing 

Lows: Weak 70-31) conversion 


-> Specifications 

3D: Yes, passive 

Full HD;Yes(tol080p) 
1920 X1080 resolution 
No. of HDMI inputs: 4 
No. of Scart inputs; 1 (RGB) 




PC input; 1 

Digital tuner: Ybs. Freeview HD 


Tested: Issue 194 

For rnore Info Visit: 

www.lgE.corn/uk 



4 Dili KDL*40NX7t3 







40incher with slick, pixel perfect 
performance 

Highs; Outstanding HD picture 
with exceptional motion picture 
clarity; integrated Wi-Fi 
Lows; I imited file Support 


Specifications 

3D: Yes,active shutter 
Full HO; Yes (to lOSOp) 
1920 X1080 resolution 
No. ot HOMI inputs: 4 
No. of Scart inputs: 1 (RGB) 
No, of component inputs: 1 
PC input 1 
igital tuner: 




Tested: Issue 193 

For more Info visit: 
www.sony.co.uk 
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55tn 5SWL76a 
£1300 Approx 



- 1 



Designer 55in 3D screen from 
Toshiba is worth a look 



Highs: HDirrtages; 
upscaling; full-bodied audio; 
Jacob Jensen styliog 
Lows: Crosstalk with 3D 



30: Yes, active shutter 
Full HD: Yes (to 1080p) 
1920 X1080 resolution 
No, of HDMI inputs:^ 

No, of Scart inputs: 1 (RG'B) 
No.ofcornpDnenl!nputs:7 
PC input: 1 

Digital tuner Freeview' HD 


Tested; Issue 191 

For more info visit: 

www.tosh]ba.<;D.uk 



ST^MSUNG 
46tn LE46C750 
£1,500 Approx 
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30 for all Affordable active 
shutter set with CCFL backlight 

Highs; Good 20 performance 
and effective 2D-3D conversion 
Lows: Crosstalk problems and 



-> Specifications 

3D: Yes, active shutter 
FuliHD:Yes{tcilQ80p) 

1920 X1080 resolution 
No. of HOMI inputs; 4 
No of Scart inputs: 2 (1 RGB) 
No of component inputs: 1 
PC input: 1 

Dlgitai tuner: Freeview HD 


Tested: Issue 187 

For more Info visit: 
www.samsung.co.uk 
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PANASONIC 
42m^TX-L42E30B 
£900 Approx 
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overpriced, but worth a look 

Highs; Natural-looking HO 
pictures: decent audio: healthy 
selection of features 
Lows: Advert-laden ERG 


Specifications 

3D: No 

Full HD: Yes ( to 108 Op) 

1920 X1080 resolut ion 
No. of HDMI inputs: 4 
No. of Scart inputs: 1 

No. of component in puts: 1 

1 





Digital tuner: Yes, Freeview HD 


Tested: issue 194 

For more info visit: 
ww w.pa nasQ ni c.co. uk 




SSin UES5D8Q00 
£2,500 Approx 
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Samsung's cost-no- ^ 

object 9000 series 

launched in 2010 but i j ^ 

still tops the brand's 

range - however, if you 

want Sa msu ng's most ' 

technologically 

advanced screen then look no further than its 
20118000 series. These replace the lntefnet@TV 
portal with the much improved Smart Hub gateway, 
slim the bezel down, add in a Freesat HD tuner and 
knock a few grand off the price tag. And, of course, 
they retain the best-in-class picture performance. 


iSSel96 


isit: www.samsvngxo.uk 
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SOIn 50PX990 65in TX-P6SVT20 

£1,600 Approx £4,500 Approx 



THX 3D certified plasma with 
designer looks 

Highs: Beau tifuliybL ill; 
relatively little crosstalk with 3D; 
Lows: Image retention issues; 
black levels could be better 


The biggest 3D TV currently 
available is wolh the high ticket 

Highs: High-impact bigscreen 
pictures; minimal crosstalk with 

3D images 

Lows: Sucks electricity 



50 in TX- P50GT30 

£1,800 Approx 
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SOIn P50PZ950T 
£1,600 Approx 





50ln P550C69aQ 


£1,300 Approx 



Second-gen 3D plasma from 
Panasonic is a videophile's dream 


Another excellent THK 3D 
plasma from LG 


Excellent 50in 3D plasma from 
the Korean AV kings 


Highs: Stunning HD/3D 
pictures; robust buiid quality 
Laws: No 3D glasses included; 
3D pictures lack brightness 


Highs: Smart TV features; solid 
3D and 2D playback 
Lows: Wi-Fi not integrated; eco 
modes weaken picture quality 


Highs: Picture performance 
calibration tools; media 
functionality; value for money 
i Laws: Screen is quite reflective 


-> Speciiications 

3D: Yes. active shutter 
Full HD; Ves (up to lOSOp) 
1920 X1080 resolution 
No.of HDMI inputs: 4 
No. of Scart inputs: I (RGB) 
Component: 1, PC input: Yes 
Digital tuner: Freeview HD 


Specifications 

3D: Yes, active shutter 
Full HD: Yes (up to 1080p) 
1920x1080 resolution 
No. ofHDMI inputs: 4 
No. of Scart inputs: 2 (FtGB) 
Component 1. PC input: Yes 
Digital tuner; Freeview HD 
and Freesat HD 


-¥ Specifications 

3D; Yes, active shutter 
Full HD: Yes (up to 1080p) 
1920x1080 resolution 
No. of HDMI inputs; 4 
No. of Scart inputs: 2 (RGB) 
Component: 1, PC input: Yes 
Digital tuner; Freeview HD 
and Freesat HD 


Specifications 

30; Yes, active shutter 
Full HD: Yes 
1920x1080 resolution 
No. of HDMI inputs: 4 
No. of Scart inputs; 2 (1 RGB) 
Component: 1, PC input: Yes 
Digital tuner; Freeview HD 


-r Specifications 

30: Ves. active shutter 
Full HD: Yes 
1920x1080 resolution 
No, of HDMI Inputs: 4 
No, of Scart inputs: 1 {1 RGB) 
Component; 1, PC input: 1 
Digital tuner; Yes, Freeview 
HD 


Tested: Issue 192 

Fjr more info visit: 

wwwAge*com/uk 


Tested: Issue 186 

Formore info visit: 
WWW. Panasonic .Co.uk 


Tested: Issue 195 

For more Info visit: 
WWW. panason ic.co.uk 


Tested: Issue 196 

For more Info visit: 
www.tge.com/uk 


Tested: Issue 191 

For more Info visit: 
www.samsu ng.co. u k 


Also recommended.. 



PANASONIC 
SOIn TX-P50G20 
£1,500 Approx 



Freeview HO and Freesat HO 
plasma is theFTA king 


Highs: Performance; price; 
Freesat/Freeview HD tuners; 
Lows: USB recording mode 
comes vwth strings attached 


PANASONIC 
42in TX-P42615 
£850 Approx 



Freesat HO NeoPDP at 
an enticing price 


Highs: Wide viewing angle; 
excellent HD pics 
Lows: Lacks brightness; three 
HDMIsoniy 







SOIn PS50A556 
£1,000Approx 



Bargain-priced monster screen 
with a tew caveats 


Highs: Superb Specification; 
great build quality: sharp detail 
Lows: Some motion artefacts 
and nmse visible 




3D images, in 


of the day-s 
cinematic flat! 
also fights against p 


a 

the order 

n't think of a more 
on the CfK market. The VT30 
ma's old-fashioned image by 


offering a slinky, cunraceous design, and benefits 


from the reijgged VieraConnect Smart TV portal. 


For those who really want the best of the best, there’s 


a 65in version available, too. 


Specifications 

3D: No 


FuilHD:Yes(uptol080p) 
1920 X1080 resolution 


No.of HDMI inputs; 4 
No. of Scart inputs: 2 (RGB) 
Component: 1, PC input; Yes 
Digital tuner Freeview HD 
and Freesat HD 


Tested: Issue 182 

For more info visit: 

www.plone€r.co.uk 


-F Specifications 

3D: No 

Full HD: Yes 

1920 X1080 resolution 

No. Of HDMI inputs: 3 

No. of Scart inputs; 2 (2 RGB) 

Component: 1, PC input; Yes 

Digital tuner Freeview and 

Freesat HD 


Tested: Issue 180 


5 r iTta re 



ww' w.p a nasortk .co.uk 


-> Specifications 
3D: No 

Full HD: Yes [up to 1080p) 
1920 X1080 resolution 

No. Of HDMI inputs: 3 
No. of Scart inputs: 2 (1 RGB) 
Component; 1, PC input: Yes 
Digital tuner: Freeview 


Tested: issue 161 

For mo re info visit: 

w w w. sa ms yri g.co.uk 


iv;,i.r 197 

For m.^,inifo visit: w wa fepanason ic.eo.uk 
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Blu-ray DVD-A1UD 
£4,500 A^^fox 


’•o^' 




PHILIPS SGWY 

BLu-ray BDP7500MKII Blu*ray BDP-5570 

£200 Appfox £230 Approx 




Blu-ray BDP-93ELI 
£500 Approx 





£400 Approx 



Reference universal Blu-ray 
player that sets new standarijs 

Highs: Stunning lifelike picture; 

genuine hi-fi sound; av/csonrie 

DVD upscaling 
Lows: Complex to set up: 
not for those on a budget! 



Highs: Overall picture and 
sound performance; slick GUI 
Lows: Upscaling of DVDs could 
be better; not lightning quick 


3D Blu-ray spinner is packed 
with features 


Highs: SACD playback; BBC 
iPlayer onboard 
Lows: No multichannel phono 
outputs means you'll need a 




First 3D spinner from US brand 
majOTS on perfc^mance 

Hi ghs: Fast to load: great build 

quality and AV performance: 
SACD/DVD-A playback 
Lows: Won't play MP3s for 
some reason 


Affordbale unrversal player with 

no-nonsense build quality 

Highs: Exceptional image 
clarity; decent file support; 
SACD/DVD-A pla^ack 
Lows: Media player suffers 
from poor navigation 



Blu-ray profile: 20 

Multichannel phono out: 

Yes (7,1) 

Onboard Dolby TrueHD/DTS- 
HD MA decoding; Yes/Yes 
Dolby lrueHiyi)TS-HI)MA 
bitstream output: Yes/Yes 
DVO-A/SACD playback: 
Yes/Yes 


Networkabiiity: Ethernet 


^ Specifications 

3D; Yes 

Blu-ray profile: 2.0 
Multichannel phono out; 

Yes (71) 

Onboard Dolby TrueHD/DTS- 
HO MA decoding: Yes/Yes 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HD MA 
bitstream output; Yes/ves 
DVD-A/SACD playback: No/No 
Networkabiiity: Ethernet; 
wi-fi via dongle; 1 x USB: Net 
TV portal 


Specifications 

3D: Yes 

Blu-ray profile: 2.0 
Multichannel phono out: 

No (stereo only) 

Onboard Dolby TrueHD/DTS- 
HD MA decoding: Yes/Yes 
Dolby TfueHD/DTS-HD MA 
bitstream output: Yes/Yes 
DVD-A/SACD playback; 
Yes/No 

Networkabiiity: Ethernet: 
wi-fi, USB. iPlayer.LOVEFiLM 


Specifications 

30: Yes 

Blu-ray profile: 2.0 
Multichannel phono: Yes (71) 
Onboard Dolby True HCVDTS- 
H D MA decoding: Yes/Yes 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HD MA 
bitstream output: Yes/Yes 
DVD-A/SACD playback: 
Yes/Yes 

Nehvorkability: Ethernet; 
USB; wi-fi via supplied 
dongle 


Specificertions 

3D: Yes 

Blu-ray profile: ?.0 
Multichannel phono out: 

No (stereo only) 

Onboard Dolby TrueHD/DTS- 
HD MA decoding; Yes/Yes 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HD MA 
bitstream output; Yes/Yes 
DVD-A/SACD playback: 

YesAffis 

Networkabiiity: Ethernet: 
USB: YouTube 




Lri llf T. 


info visit: 


i - I 


'.vjjEnorxo.uk 


Tested: Issue 194 

For more Info visit: 
ww w.phlLi psxo.ii k 


Tested: Issue 185 

For more info visit: 
www.sony.CD.uk 


Tested: Issue 1% 

For more info visit: 
w w MT.opp o-bluray.cD.u k 


Tested: Issue 194 

For more Info visit: 

. www.de no nxo.uk 
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f^rst-ckss, bringing a refined jcrerforrmnce with 
both two-channel and mfultfchannat purees. 

On top of this, the BDP-95EU offets excdlent IM) 
upscaling (thanks to built-in Man^LQdeoproces^ng) 


and sumptuous Blu-ray playback. Tte su 


of 



bil 


ke it even more appetising. 
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Networkab;iityJEtl 
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Debut deck from Arcam offers 
few features but a solid BDXD 
experience 

Highs: Classy Blu-ray/DVD and 
CD quality; superb build 
Lows: No online conitent or 
media streaming 



SM.MSUNC 

Blu*ray BD-06900 
£300 Approx 


Curious 3D B D/Free view HD 
receiver hybrid 

Highs: Good 2 D-3D conversion; 
Smart Hub portal access: 
recording to USB 
Lows: Average DVD upscaling; 
hit-and-miss streaming 




CAMBHIDOE 

AUDIO 

Blu-ray ^ Azur 650BO 
£400 Approx 



First deck from UK brand is 
a solid performer - and 
multiregion DVD. too 

Highs: Bulletproof build; 
excellent AV performance 
Lows; No net features 


-4 Specifications 

3D: No 

Blu-ray profile: 2.0 
Multichannel phono out: 

No (stereo only, two zones) 
Onboard Dolby TrueHD/DTS- 
HD MA decoding: Yes/Yes 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HD MA 
bitstream output: Yes/Yes 

DVO-A/SACD playback: 

No/No 

Networkabiiity: Etherrvet; 
USB 


-> Specifications 

3D: Yes. plus 2D conversion 
Blu-ray profile; 2.0 
Multichannel phono out: 

No (stereo only) 

Onboard Do! by l rue H D/D I S- 
HD MA decoding: Yes/Yes 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HD MA 
bitstream outpu t; Yes/Yes 
DVD A/SACD playback: 
No/No 

Networkabiiity: Ethernet; 
wi-fi: USB; Smart Huh portal 


■: Specifications 

3D: No 

Blu-ray profile: 2.0 

Multichannel phono out: 

Yes (71) 

Onboard Dolby TrueHD/DTS- 
HD MA decoding; Yes/Yes 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HD MA 
bitstream output: Yes/Yes 
DVD-A/SACD playback: 
Yes/Yes 

Networkabiiity: Ethernet for 
BD-Live; 2 x USB 


Tested: Issue 194 

For more info visit: 
www.arcam.co.uk 



d: Issue 195 


For more info visit: 


www.samsung.ca.uk 


Tested: Issue 184 

For more info visit: 
www.cambrlCgeaudl o.co m 
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Samsung’s debut Freesat HO 
PVR offers a smattering of 
Smart TV features, loo 


Highs: Heat cfesign: optional 
wi-fi: intuitive GUI 
Lows: Media player has fussy 
file support 



HUMAK 
Freeview HD PVR 
H DR-FOX T2 
£330 Approx 



The pick of the new Freeview 
H D PVRs SO far 


Highs: Joy to use; multimedia 
talent; great performance 
Lows: Cramped remote 
control; can't trim recordings 


TECHNISAT 
Frtewiew HD PVR HDFV 
£150 Approx 



Affordable Freeview HD PVR 
with external USB recording 

Highs: Quality HD and 
upscaled SD performance: 
friendly user interface 
Lows: USB files can't be played 
back elsewhere; single tuner 


SAMSUNG 

Freeview HD PVR/BD 

BD-D8500 

£380 Approx 





Freesat PVR 


HD5-600RS 
£350 Approx 




30 Blu -ray player with 500G6 
Freeview H D PVR 

Highs: Abundant features; 
Smart Hub portal and network 
features; pia^ discs tool 
Lows: Can’t record two channels 



Freesat* PVR with integrated 
Siingbox technology 


Highs: Built-in placcshifting; 

slyliish:easylo use 
Lows: Quality of ‘siinged' video 
is low; app costs extra 


Specifications 

HDD size; 50CH3B 
Twin tuners: Yes, Freesat HD 
HDMkVes, withlOSOp 
upscaling 

Component output: No 


Specifications 

HDD size; 500GB 
Twin tuners; Yes, 
Freeview HO 
HOMi: Yes, w'ith 
1080pupscaling 
Component output: No 


Specifications 

HDD Size: N/A - records to 
USB 

Tvdn tuners: No. single 
Freeview HD tuner 
HDMI: Yes. with lOBQp 
upscaling 

Component output: No 


^ Specifications 

HOD Size: 500GB 
Twin tuners; Yes, 
Freeview HD 
HDMI; Yes, with 108 Op 
upscali ng 

Component cwtput: No 


HT- Specifications 

HDD Size; 5006B 
Twin tuners; Yes, Freesat HD 
HDMI; Yes, with lOBOp 
upscaling 

Component output: No 


Tested: Issue 197 

For more info visit: 
www.samsung.co.uk 


Tested: Issue 187 

FormojE info visit: 

WWW, hum axdfgiial.com/uk 


Tested: Issue 188 

FoTmore info visit: 
ww w.tech r isat .co. u k 


Tested: Issue 194 
For more info visit: 
w w w. 5 Q m s u ng.co,u k 


lEstod: Issue 196 

For more info visit: 
w w w, my s ch osta r. c ojTi 




TVONiCS 

PVR DTR-HD500 
£250 Approx 



Stylish 5006B twin tuner 
Freeview + HD PVR 


Highs: Commendable picture 
quality: neat design: twin HDMI 
inputs 

Lows; USB ports are for JPEG 
display and service updates only 



PHILIPS 
Freeview HD PVR 
HDT8520 
£250 Approx 



Sets a high standard for 
user friendliness 


Highs: Good quality HD and 
SO pics: cutting-edge looks 
Lows: No multimedia 
functions; EPG can be frustrating 



ft 


'Xr ^ 
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Freeview HD PVR 
3VHD 

£300 Approx 



Feature-packed DVB-T2 PVR/ 
media player hybrid 


Highs: Online functionality: 
media player/server: 

Lows: No digital teletext or 
integrated wi-fi 


Specifications 

~T Specifications 

Hr Specifications 

HDD size; 500GB 

HDD Size: 5006B 

HOD size: 500GB 

Twin tuners; Yes, Freeview 

Twin tuners: Yes. 

Twin tuners: Yes. 

HD 

Freeview HD 

DV8-T2 (not Freeview 

HDMI: Yes, 2-in, 1-out with 

HDMI: Yes. with 

certified as there is no 'red 

lOSOp upscaling 

loeop upscaling 

button" support) 

Component output: No 

Component output: No 

HOMI: Yes, with 

1080p upscaling 

Component output: No 


Tested: Issue 191 

For more info visit: 
www.tvonics.com 


Tested: Issue 165 

For more info Vi sit; 

www.philips.co.uk 


Tested: Issue 193 

For more irtfo visit: 
www.3view.com 
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ONKYO 
AVR TX-NR&09 



ANTHEM 
AVR MRX 700 



£2,100 Approx 



Affordable 7.2-channel AVR 
with Spotify and 4K scaler 

Highs: Overflowing with 

features; revamped design; 
involving audio performance 
Lows; Doesn't like being driven 
too hard 


Sonically superior AVR that 
misses out on a few features 

Highs: Fantastically engaging 

sound; excellent auto EO 

system: brooding design 
Lows; Only four HDivli inputs: 
setup not for the faint-hearted 



OHKYO 

AVR TX-NR5Q08 

£2vU)0 if^FOX 



New flagship receiver exhibits a 



Highs; Extensive codec 
support; ample connectivity, 
power on tap: network audio 
Lows: Navigation could be 
more intu itive 



ARCAM PIONEER 

AVR AVR400 AVR SC-LX83 

£1,700 Approx £2,000 Approx 





5 



Highs: Power output exceeds 
Arcam's own claims: sumptuous 
design and build 
Lows; Lack of HDMI 
connections may hinder setup 


Highs; Punchy, detailed. 

expansive sound; iControl app 
is superb: MCACC setup: RF 
reiTKite handset 

Lows: Seven-channei only 


Specifications 

Power7x160W{6ii) 
UpscalingviaHDMi:Yes 
Tuner: Yes (AM/FM/net) 
Dolby TrueHD: Yes 
DTS-HD; Yes 

Zone 2; Yes 
Serial port control; No 
THX certification: 
SelectZ Plus 
Component input: 2 
HDMI: 6-in, 1-out {vl,4a) 
Multichannel input; No 


^ Specifications 

Power;7xl20'W(6ii) 
Upscaling via HDyi: Yes 
Tuner; Yes (AM/FM) 

Dolby True hi D: Yes 
DTS-HD; Yes 
Zone 2: Yes 
Serial port control: Yes 
THX certification; NO 

Component input: 3 
HDVII:4-in.l-out(vU) 
Multichannel input: Yes (71] 


Specifications 

Power 9 x 140 W (6ii) 

Upscalitig via FiDMkYes 
Tuner: Yes (AM/FM/net) 
Dolby TrueHD: Yes 
DTS-HD: Yes 
Zone 2: Yes. and 3 
Serial port control: Ytes 
THX certification; Ultra 2 

Plus 

Component input: 3 
HDMI: 8-in. 2-out (vl.4a) 
Multichannel input; Yes (7.1) 


Specifications 

Power: 7x90W (8ii) 
UpscaiingviaHDMi: Yes 
Tuner: {Yes FM/AM/net/ 
DAB) 

Dolby TrueHD 
DTS-HD: Yes 
Zone 3: Yes 
Serial port control: Yes 
TFtX certification: No 
Component input; 3 
HDMi:b-iai-out (vi.4a) 
Multichannel input: Yes (7.1) 


Specifications 

PDwer:7x190W(Sii) 
UpscaiingviaHDMi: Yes 
Tuner: Yes (AM/FM) 

Dolby TrueHD: Yes 
DTS-HD: Yes 
Zone 2: Yes, and 3 
Serial port control: Yes 
THX certification; Yes, 

Ultra2 Pius 
Component input: 3 
HDMI: 6-in, 2-out 
Multichannel input: Yes (71] 


Tested: Issue 195 

Fof more info visit; 
www.pu .ankyojcom 


Tested: Issue 195 

For more Info visit; 

www.anthHTUivsxo.iJk 


Tested: Issue 191 

For more Info visit; 

www.eu.onkYo.cam 


Tested: Issue 194 

For more info visit; 

www.a rca m.co.uk 


Tested: Issue 186 
For more Info visit; 

www.pione0r.co.uk 
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receiver. 


left It's a stormi ng home 


nneniai prodt^. Its nihtonboard amplifiers pack 
i^rtagn grunt to drive a serious speaker system. 




np^it can run an 


stereo amplifier. Performance, after Audyssey 
calibration, is glorious, and this is matched by a smart 
feature set - particularly Apple Airplay, which will 
make you rethink your MP3 collection. 
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MARANTZ 
AVR 5R70D5 
£1,400 Approx 



DENOH 

AVR AVR‘2311 
£800 Approx 


PIONEER 

AVR VSX-520 
£300 Approx 




Marantz finally shakes off its 
2-channel bias with this 
stonking multichannel marvel 

Highs: Effortlessly achieves 
superb detail: great value 

Lows: Lacks 9-ch output: not 
THX rated; tricky to set LFE 


Mid-range Denon sounds good 
but is feature-lite 

Highs: Articulate, fast-paced 
sound: digital iPod/iPad 
con nection 

Lows: Lack of networking is 
odd; no multichannel inputs 


Affordable but stylish 
3D-capable AVR 

Highs: Classy design; decent 
sou nd q ua li ty: good fea t ure 
count 

Lows: Springe lip speaker 
terminals; no OSD 


-» Specifications 

Power:/xl?bW{8uj 

Upscaling via HDMI: Yes 
Tuner: Yes (AM/FM/net] 
Dolby TrueHD: Yes 
DTS-HD: Yes 
Zone 2: Yes 
Serial port control; Yes 
THXcerlincation; No 
Component input: 4 
HDMI: 6-in, 2-out (vl4a) 
Multichanrrel input: Yes (7.1) 


** Specifications 

Powef;7xl35W{8ii) 
UpscaiingviaHDMi: Yes 
Tuner Yes (AM/FM) 
Dolby TrueHD 
DfS-HDYes 
Zone 2: Yes 
Serial port control; Yes 
THX certification: No 
Component input: 2 
HDMI: 6-in, 1-out (vl,4] 
Multichannel input: No 


Spe c iiicat ions 

Power: 5 x BOW (8iz) 
Upscaling via HDMI: Yes 
Tuner: Yes [AM/FM) 
Dolby TrueHD: Yes 

DTS-HD: 'fes 
Zone 2; No 

Serial port control: No 
THX certification; No 
Component input: 2 
HDMI: 3-ial-out(vl.4) 
Multichannel input: No 


Tested: Issue 187 

For more info visit: 

WWW.marantz.co.iJk 


Tested: Issue 190 

For more Info visit; 
www.dei>on.co.uk 


Tested: Issue 191 

For more info visit: 

www.pianeer.co.uk 
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SIM2 

DLP MIC04Q 


£6,5 OD Approx 


£11,00 Approx 



£900 Approx 



£3,600 Approx 



SONY 

SXRD VPL-HW20 


£2,400 Approx 



Step up 3D D-ILA model for 
serious systems 


SIM2's'affordable' LEO projector 
claims a 30.000-hour lamp life 


DLP PJ delivers home cinema 
thrills for less than £1K 


Good value video-chucker does 

30. too 


New mid-range model from 
Sony delivers the goods 


Highs: Plenty of setup and 
calibration flexibility; first-rate 
visuals: quiel in operation 
Lows: Slightly tricky colour 
management: minor crosstalk 


Highs: Richly coloured, sharp 

pictures; nicely designed 
chassis; enormous setup 
flexibility 

Lows: Bland remote and OS 


Highs; Extensive parameter 

controls; little rainbow effect; 
rich engrossing images 
Lows: No vertical lens shift or 
frame interpolation 


Highs: Gorgeous 2D 
performance; versatile picture 
controls; low operatiCHial noise; 
Lows: No THX preset: crosstalk 
with 3D pictures 


Highs; Design: excellent picture 
quality: good value 
Lows: Adjustment tools aren't 
standard: no 12V trigger 


^ Specifications 

1920 X1080 resolution 
HDMl inputs: 2 
Component inputs: 1 
D-Sub: Yes 

Brightness [claimed): 1.300 
AN Si Lumens 

Contrast (claimed): 70,000:1 

Lamp life (claimed); 

3,0C)Qhrs 

Fan noise: 20dB 

24fps: Yes 


Specifications 

1920 X1080 reMiution 
HDMl inputs: 2 
Component inputs: 1 
D-Sub: Yes 

Brightness (claimed): 700 
ANSI lumens 

Contrast (claimed): 50,000:1 
Larr() life (daimed); 
30,000hrs 
Fan noise: 25dB 
24fps: Yes 


Specifications 

1920 X1080 resolution 
HDMl inputs: 1 
Component inputs: 1 
D-Sub: Yes 

Brightness (claimed); 2,000 
ANSI lumens 

Contrast (clairrod): A500:1 
Lamp life (ciaimed): 

4.000hfs 
Fannase: 22dB 
24fps: Yes 


^ Specifications 

1920x1080 resolution 
HDMl inputs: 2 
Component inputs: 1 
D-Sub; Yes 

Brightness (claimed): 1,300 
ANSI lumens 

Contrast (claimed): 50,000:1 

Lamp life (claimed); 

B.OOOhrs 

Fan noise: 20d6 

24fps: Yes 


Specifications 

1920x1080 resolution 
HDMl inputs: 2 
Component inputs: 1 
D-Sub: Yes 

Brightness (claimed): UOO 
ANSI lumens 

Contrast (claimed): 80,000:1 
Lamp life (claimed): 

6,00 Dhrs 
Fan noise: 20dB 
24fps: Yes 


Tested: Issue 195 

For more Infovfstt: 

wwrw^vt.co. uk 


Tested: Issue 189 

For rrvore Info visit: 

www.sim2.ca.uk 


Tested: Issue 197 

For more info visit: 
benq.co.uk 


Tested; Issue 193 

For more Inf 0 visit: 

www.jvc.co.uk 


Tested: Issue 190 

For more info visit: 

www.sony.co.uk 




EPSON 

LCD EK-TW5500 
£4,000 Approx 



VIYITEK 
DLP HI 085 
£1,000 Approx 




INFOCUS 

DLP SP8604 


£2,500 Approx 



Epson's flagship home cinema 
proiector does LC D proud 


A brilliant lull HD projector at 
a mouth-watering price 


Conventional DLP projector 
that's great value 


Highs: Lots of features: easy 
and flexible to setup; produces 
the finest LCD pictures yet 
Lows: More expensive than 
rivals; can lose focus a little 


Highs: Rich colours; excellent 
image tweaks: 12V trigger 
Lows: Noisy runner in high 
brightness mode; some low- 
levd noise in darter scenes 


Highs: Li Ltle rai nbow effect; 
good calibration tools: 
sharp, detailed images with 
smooth motion 
Lows: Somewhat noisy 


^ Specifications 

1920 X1080 resolution 
HDMl inputs: 2 
Component inputs: 1 
D-Sub: Yes 

Brightness (clatmed): 1,600 

ANSI Lumens 

Contrast (claimed) 

200 , 000:1 

Lamp life (claimed): 

4.000hfs 

Fan noise: 22dB 

24fp5: Yes 


Specifications 

1920 X1080 resolution 
HDMl inputs: 2 
Component inputs: 1 
D-Sub: Yes 

Brightness (claimed); 2,000 
ANSI lumens 

Contrast (claimed); 5,000:1 
Lamp life (clainrwd): 
4,000hrs 
Fan noise: 26dB 
24fps: Yes 


Specifications 

1920x1080 resolution 
HDMl inputs: 3 
Componerrt inputs: 1 
D-Sub: Yes 

Brightrress (claimed); 1.700 
ANSI lumens 

Contrast (claimed): 30.000:1 
Lamp life (claimed): 

3,000 hours 
Fan noise: 28dB 
24fps: Yes 


Tested: Issue 181 

For more Info visit: 
www.epsonjCO.uk 


Tested; Issue 179 

For n^o re Irtfo visit: 
www.vivltekcorpjcom 


Tested: issue 196 

For more Info visit: 

www.lnfbcus.com 
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HONITOH AUDIO 

5.1 Platinum PUOOAV 

£11 p500 Approx 



KTZ 

5.1 99 Series 

£2^00 Approx 

h ! 



Gorgeous-looking, hi-tech 5.1 
system for serious cinema 

Highs: Dynamic, engaging 
sound with pin-sharp 
deta i 1; te ut, poweriul bass; 
excellent build 
Lows: Base ptinths seem to 
belong to another design 


Potent flocwstanding system 
with serious driver tech 

Highs; Solid build quality; 
detailed, expansive scXind; lots 
of adjustability 
Lows: Possibly confusing for 

the timid technophobe; nnail 

order only 



ACOUSTIC 

ENERGY 

5.1 Aegis Neo V2 
£1.200 Approx 



Traditional-looking 5.1 system 
does the job 



I 




CANTON 

5.1 VentoS 00 Series 

£6,000 Approx 


O 



o 


High-performance 
floorstandi ng array from 
Germany's no,I speaker brand 


Slim and sultry 5,1 system 
looks gorgeous and offers sweet 
surround sonics 


Highs: Gassy build: 
sophisticated sound with clean 
bass tones 

Lows: At high volumes there’s 
some slight distortion from the 
fioorstanders 


Highs: Articulate centre 
channel: powerful subwoofer; 
beautiful desi^ 

Lows: Might make you want to 
upgrade your AVR... 


Highs: Tight, fast subwoofer 
and potent, clean-sounding 

satellites; neat design; wali- 
and stand-mounting options 
Lows: Not for stereophiies or 
largescale rooms 


<4^ Spe c iiica t ion & 

Power handling: 2 x 25OW. 
2 XI20W. 1X lOOW 
Rears; Direct radiating 
Subwoofer: 1 x I.OOOW 
Finish: Gloss; Bookshelf: No 


-* Specifications 

Power handling: 2x5 SO W, 
BxlOOW 

Rears: Direct radiating 
Subwoofer 300W 
Finish; Qoss; Bookshelf; No 


Specifications 

Power handling: 2 x 170W. 

3 X120W 

Rears: Direct radiating 
Subwoofer 2 DOW 
Finish; Wood: Bookshelf: No 


Specifications 

Power handling: 1 x 200W, 
3 XI SOW 

Rears: Direct radiating 
Subwoofer: 500W 
Finish: Wood: Bookshelf; No 


Specifications 

Power handling: 2 x lOOW. 
3 X150W 

Rears: Direct radiating 
Subwoofer: 250W 
Finish: Gloss; Bookshelf: No 


Tested: Issue 184 

For more Info visit; 

www.mDfiitoraudio.tom 


Tested: Issue 193 

For more Info visit: 

www.aud i a$anctgm.EO.u)( 


Tested: Issue 191 

For more Info visit: 

w¥nv.aci>ustic-en0rgy.Co.u k 


Tested: Issue 194 
For more info visit; 

www.canton.cle 


Te sted: Issue 192 

For more Info visit; 

www.kef.com 




7.1 Impresslofii 
£4,000 Approx 



MONITOR AUDIO 


5.1 Apex 
£2,400 Approx 


• • 



JAMO 

S.1 D500 

£1,700 Approx 



Full-fat 71 array from now-to- 
the-UK American brand 


Premium compact 51 system 
offers performance and style 


Value-for-money THX Select? 
system for your cinema room 


Highs: Thrilling, large-scale 
sound; sweet HF reproduction 
an d fort bright mid range; 

sumptuous build and finish 
Lows: Other systems offer 
greater bass depth and musical 
fidelity 


HIghsrIntricately detailed, 
articulate and powerful sound; 
supermodel looks: build quality 

Lows: Expensive by normal 
compact system standards 


Highs: Good build quality; keen 
price: THX sound is packed with 
definition and placement 
Lows; Wail-mounting brackets 
could be improved; uninspiring 
to look at 


-F Specifications 

Power handling: 4 x 2DOW. 2 
xl00W.lxl20W 

Rears: Di rect radiat ing 

Subwoofer: lOOW 
Finish; Gloss; Bookshelf: No 

Tested; Issue 193 

For mo re info visit: 

www.aldoussyteins.com 


<4 Specifications 

Ptjwer handling; 4 x 100, 

1X 200W; 

Rears: Direct radiating 
Subwoofer: 50 OW 
Finish: Gloss; Bookshelf: Yes 

Tested: Issue 190 

For more Info visit: 
www.monitoraudlo.co.uh 


Specifications 

Power handling; 3 xl50W 

2 X120W; 

Rears: Dipoles 
Subwoofer: 650W 
Finish: Gloss: Bookshelf: No 

Tested: Issue 193 

For more Info visit: 

WWW. fa mo.com 
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Canadian brand 
PSB may not be a 
household name in the 
UK but with systems 

like this mkHwige maniel we hope that changes. 
This 5.1 Imagine Series array offers an astoni^lng 
performance for Its £3,000 price tag - the Ferrofluid' 
cooled tweeters work In tandem with mld-rar^e 
drivers and the 500W subwoofer to create an 
immersive, potent soundfield witii both movies and 
music. Build quality is superb, and the curved edge 
design is pure class. 
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For those tn the know,,. 


High definition universal Blu-ray Disc^*^ players offering 
pristine quality video and audio for home entertainment 


Modified Oppo BDP-93EU and BDP-95EU units are available from AV Aficionado in multi-region (DVD) and 
multi-zone/multi-region (Blu-ray/DVD) options. All products are supplied with a two-year warranty. 


Features Include; 

• Blu-ray 3D 

• SACD and DVD-Audio 

• Dual HDMl outputs 

• eSATA and dual USB 2,0 ports with NTFS support 

• Network streaming and Wireiess-N 


Designed for the Audiophile, the Oppo BDP-95EU 
also features: 

* Dual ES9018 SABRE 32-bt reference DAC 
(7.1 and dedicated stereo) 

■ Balanced stereo XLR 

• Toroidal transformer 



For further details and prices contact AV Aficionado; 

0845 370 0054 | info@avaffcionado.co.uk 

or buy online at; 

www.avaficIonado.co.iik 



TechRadar.com covers the 
stories you want to talk about 

So come along and talk. If you're passbr^ate about technology, you'll 
find lots to keep you interested and plenty of ways to have your say. 




Deep into technology 
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BOWERS & 
WILKINS 

5W OBI 
£3,250 Approx 




■ 



B5i W's reference sub is both 
musical and powerful 


Highs: Rexibile placement: 
sleek design; awesome sound 
Lows: Not a budget option 

Specifications 

Frequency response: 

17HZ-145HZ (claimed) 
Amplifier: tOOOW 
Driver: 2 xlZin 
Weight: 44lcg 
Enclosure: Bipolar sealed 
On-board equaliser; Yes 
Remote control: No 


VELODYNE 

SW CHT-15Q 

£1,200 Approx 



Potent 15in woofer with 
excellent EQ system 


Highs; Tremendous grip, 
power, and headroom; supplied 
remote control 
Lows: Pretty dull to look at 

^ Specifications 

Freq uency response: 
23HZ-120H2 (claimed) 
Amplifier: 750W 
Driven 151 n 
Weight: 34kg 
Enclosure: F^orted 
On-board equaliser; Yes 
Remote control: Yes 


PARADIGM 

SW Signature Sub 2 
£7,250 Approx 



Relerence grade sub for serious 
installs only 

Highs: Astonishing power, 
control and speed; build quality 
is first rate 

Lows Can you afford one? 

^4 Specifications 
Frequency response: 
7HZ-150HZ (claimed) 
Amplifier: 4500W 
Driver: 6 xlOin 
Weight; 105.7kg 
Enclosure: Sealed 
Cri-board equaliser; No 
Rermote control; No 



BK ELECTRONICS 

SW XXLS400DF 

£400 Approx 




POLK AUDIO 

DSW MicroPRO 2000 

£1,200 Approx 






Another excellent affordable 
sub from the Brit-based brand 


Premium-level small-scale 
subwoofer 


Highs; Clean, tight output 
with 'warm' feel from its 

Class AB amplification. 

Lows: Black box design 

■4 Specifications 
frequency response: 
igHz-120Hz (claimed) 
Amplifier: 4 DOW 
Driver: 12in 
Weight; 29kg 
Enclosure: Sealed 
On-board equaliser: No 
RemotecontrohNo 


Highs: Superb performance 
from such a small unit; 

automatic RoomEO 

Lows: Expensive for an Bin 

^ Specifications 
Frequency response 
22-2 OOHz (claimed) 
Amplifier: 1.200W 
Driver: Bin Weight; 15.4kg 
Enclosure; Sealed, with 
pass! ve rad iator 
On-board equaliser; No 
Remote control: Yes 


Tested: issue 197 

Foi more Info visit; 

w ww.bowers-wilkin^.cQ-u k 


Tested: Issue 189 

For more Info visit; 

www.Fed-line.cD.uk 


Tested : Issue 183 

For more Info visit; 

www.paiadigm.com 


Tested: Issue 191 

For more Itrfo visit; 

w ww.bekelec .com 


Tested: Issue 186 
For more Info visit; 
www.polkaudio.com 
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OR EMAIL lucie.giUespie@futufenetcom 






tarscape 


Fibre Optic & LED Lighting 



Gmwifig numben of 
professional home 
cinema uistallem in 
the UK are turning to 
Starscape for fibre 
optic and LED 

solutions, 

not to meotfon our 
professional 
customers in 
Belgium, Switzer¬ 
land, Portugal, Soudi 
Afnca, the Czech 
Republic and South 
Africa. 

Photo: Aitcoustic SA and Sphere Custom Design 

However, we’re also proud of the friendly, no-jaigoa service that we offer DIY 
home cinema enthusiasts. Our fibre optic and LED lighting can add that finishing 
touch to your room, and youll find it surprisingly affordable, and easy to install. 
Creative use of lighting can make all the difference between Just a room with a 
large TV/piojector and a truly distinctive and personal space. 


To learn how fibre optic and LED 
lighting can feature In your project 
phone 012S9 338960 and speak to 
Peter or John, or e-mail 
iiifo@starscape.co.uk. See the 
website for step-by-step home 

cinema lighting project reports. 




Woodside 

Berwick upon Tweed, Nortbumberland. TDl 5 2SY 
E: info@slaTscape.co.uk T: +44 (1289) 332900 F; 309062 




Techlink HDMI 

cables 


6S0201 1m HDMI £27.99 

680202 2m HDMI £33.99 
6802t)S 5m HDMI £59.99 
680209 10m HDMI £94.89 


680207 15m HDMI £128.99 







Par to ot for e«tta«eiirto 
HD Dm Bln n«y DVD 
md Shy 




700202 (XS202I 2m HDMI £52.99 
700205 (XS205I 5m HDMI £74.99 




3x1 HDMI 

switc^hf suitable 

for all HD 


resolutions 

including 1ll80|i 





For high quality AV and computer cables, look no further than Cables AV. 


Supplying cables, extenders, adapters, distribution amps and more, we 
offer expert advice, fantastic prices and a servi ce that's second to none. 


For more infoimation, call today or visit us online. 

WE HAVE FANTASTIC OFFERS ON HDMI 
CABLES THAT ARE NOT TO BE MISSED! 


Hlgh^quaJtty avranJ wfMing, f|Old<plafod HDMI oablM« 
Parfoct for Blu-myi Sky HD and othar HD equlpmant. 


1m 

(660201) 

ONLY Cl 6.301 


2m 

(6B0202) 

ONLY C23.7SI 


Sm 

(660205) 

ONLY C33.00I 


10m 

(660209) 

ONLY £56.751 


15m 

(660206) 

ONLY CdO.751 






Screen Material 


SCftEEN FABRICS SUrTABLE FOR 
lUAKIMQ m REPLACf^G THE EXiSTNG 
MATERIAL ON rOUR PRESENT SCREEN 


M ATT WHITE 

Top q-uaity liJff rift?! 

^ fiprc pleck tjnfrhjntq 


a AvArlabks iT Vmo Mdttls 

■ ISicm wide ai £37,00 par tfoesr fneife 

• wifts al 00 Oi psFt meire 


REAR SCREEN 
MATERIAL 



SuiWO picture qoaliry 



AvisUiOht n ooo widrh 

•243cm wide al C60 per linear meire 


or part metre 

CVTisg* CIO 00 lor ixder value 


^^feJiave a fgii ranged 

Wie^ns: 

☆ 

C lectfic 

if 


a 

Fu 4:^ 5 ^Bfno 

it 

fkjiiT 


Cli Horn 'nedD 












































































































GEAR GUIDE DIRECTORY to advertise here please call lucie gillespie on 0207 042 4252 





Tel:01636 639 900 

Projector Screens 


Remote Control 1.8M 1o &.1M 

From £99.99 




Professional THX & ISF Calibrations 

Qualified THX & ISF Video Calibrator. 

Projectors, Plasma’s, LED and LCD’S. 

Prices from £145. 

Based in the South but willing to travel 

Email: info@human-error.tv 
Call: + 44 (0) 7860 742 516 

’ ■■ ^ www.human-error.tv 

for more hnlo 
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P asma 


LCU/LhD 


Audio Visual 





TRADE RRtCES 
DIRECT TO THE 
PUBLIC 



t 








GROUP 

HTC GROUP LTD 
6 Station Road Watford Herts WD17 1EQ 

ESKTEL: 01923 652500 

Opening hours: Mon - F n 9am - 6 pm 
EMAIL: Sales@htc.co.tit www.htc.co.uk 
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Set top box 



Harm 


y^f r ! // 

• t 4 ^ * 





W 1 


Inpof 


r 



USB 



Harm 


4if i1 »(E1 


nisaffii 

18.5^ Visible 


Analogue & Digital tuners 


£ 34.99 




,r 


Mk 1 







PRICES INC. VAT & CARRIAGE 


MOST MAJOR CREDIT C/SjRpS-'ACCEPJeOr: 















































l(e&p!f e @ f ut u f e n etcom 
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CELEBRATING 

OUR 

2(rTHYEAR 

A'A ^'A 


1&1 Old Bromptorv Road, London SWS OU 
Ji m 7244 7759 R 020 7370 0192 


W: www.tfielisteningirDOim.com 
E; info@tfiellstenlngroorn6.coni 




Full Home Automalioti, 
Prosectois, Amps. Surround 
Sound, SatelliteSystems. Sky 
HD, Custom Installations. 

THX Certiricd Professional 
Home Theatre 1 

In-slare Demo Roam 

(pictured attove) 


44 Main St Mexborough & Yorks S64 9DU 


TILt 01 TOO BiTOer DTM1DBB1BT 

•tilDn@d nsmB.Bii i Ilk 






THApiNt; 4 u 


defining sound t vision since 19J7 


Una kWJf UN 
lOUhMf UOUrH 


il 


tf 


% 


Experts in Sensory Stimulation. 


Wllh owr 80 y«ar? Qxper1«ow in the Horne Cinema 

BoctiXi DffwsoiB aivt r^nownod fcir supplying^ designing 
and instalbng avwd winning systems ki busineases, 
homes and on luxury yachts, 

Foatming lettasA produda fn^ Bang & OFufaan, Maddian, 
Crastim, Kalabdascapa and many other brwxjs, ^wwna 

offor a range ot home ckiemas to autt every budget 

femed for our out^:anding efteroaie, the woiids leading 
auftiO'Vlaual hranda place their truer In Dawsone, and so 
can you. 


i 




si < 


74 Rode ra Bouiriamouth B H4 90Z 1:01202 704965 

www.dawsons 9 roup.com 






/41ERIDIAN 


OLL/TFION. IC kaletdescape 



Single & Multiple Seat Opttona 
Black & Brown Seats In Stock 


buy now 



com 


Leather k Mtcre Fibre Cloth availBblt ki custom colours ifson reguest 


special Features; 

Italian teattier ’ Grade 5 
Inclining back & foot rest 
Lumbar heated support 

Next Day Delivery Available '0 PO'n* massage system 

Cup cooler & warmer 

Free Delivery | Personal Service Optional mini fridge 










Toad*$ NEW Bundle Offers Online NOWI 

cel: 01801 800801 







- aMief »«TAr;HI JVC • Aoam. SMAm> BOl^^V TOSHIBA 

Top Brands. Lowest Prices. Call 020 8924 7744. 

www.rgbdirectxo.uk 













































































t want to truss an issue 




can t always fird a copy & tnis 


Raase RsawOete frvQPPV V 

on A raftior bK^ ^irdrA>A^ b 


^agaane heip is at hana^ Complete 


SI M2 Reference- 


3D projector 


this fornri aid hard ri at your local 




fflSna?™ 


h-end universa 


sKre. theyl arrange for a copy of each 


Sunwre 


ssue to be reserved 


Biu-ray player SHARP 46in Ouattron LED TV 


to'you. Some stores 


YAMAHA RX-V47^ 5.1 rece ver CAL BRAT ON 


rriay even be ade to 


arrangfi tor it to be 


How to fine-tune your 


AV CL N C 


de JvefHi to vour 


RstnKK 


T«lich»nuiTib«r 




PLUS: In¬ 


news, BD 


CONTENTS SUBJECT TO CHANGE, BUT ONLY FOR THE BETTER 

Release: StoreMags & FantaMag 





























































infra red 



(P 



RS232 






The Keene IR Anywhere family of products give you easy internet control of any 
Infra Red or RS232 products. There are many ways to use them, for example; 


Use two modules with one set to act as IR receiver and one to act as an IR transmitter and connect them 
both to your network. Aim your remote at the receiver and it will convert the signal to packet data, send 
that data to the receiver which will decode the data and retransmit the IR as originally received. You can do 
this whether the receiver is in the next room or on the other side of the world! 


Use a KIRA128 with the free Democontrol App and use your iPhone or iPad to control your AV equipment 
from anywhere you have an internet connection. Or use any web browser on any internet capable device 
with the built-in web pages 

Install the IR Commander Matrix and enjoy selective, routable control of multiple devices 

The possibilities are endless! Please see www.keene.co.uk for full details 

The IR inputs and outputs are fully compatible with the existing Keene IR Distribution range so other styles 
of receivers and emitter wands can easily be incorporated. 

■ Control IR equipment via local network or anywhere in the world via internet 

* Can be combirted with IR distribution system for large installations 

■ One-to-one or many-to-one control 


Product code 

IR over IP 

Web Browser Control 
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1 Routable Outputs 
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Order by Phone 

01332 830550 

Monday to Friday 9.00am and 5.30pm 
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